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In submitting the followrbg Volume to the 
Public, the Translator is actuated by a 
double motive. He is, in the first place, 
anxious to gratify the curiosity which has 
long since been excited by the promised 
account of the proceedings of the late 
Bussian Embassy in Persia j and he is 
also glad to seixe an opportunity of add¬ 
ing some information respecting a coun¬ 
try, of which, until lately, little has been 
known in Europe* 
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ADVERTISE WENT. 


Tlic English language, undoubtedly, 
possesses works upon Persia, which, in 
point of research, have not been rivalled in 
the literature of any other country; indeed, 
no nation has done more than our own to 
extend a scientitic- kuoudej^e of the most 
distant parts of the globe. Yet it may not 
be unimportant to know what other nations 
think of countries remote liom the infiu- 
cnce of European civilisation j and thus 
to view distant and strange objects, as it 
were, through other minds than our own. 
This consideration cannot fail to have its 
weight as applied to Persia. The relations 
of llussia with her Asiatic neighbour are 
not to be viewed with unconcern by otlier 
states I and still less so, if the reserve of 
her government should operate , to exclude 
us from a knowledge of the circumstances 
which gave rise to this splendid Embassy, 
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and of its actual result. For tlicsc reasons, 
it Is lioped tliat tiie present translation will 
be deemed acceptable;, as conveying a de¬ 
scription, by an eye-witness, of the manner 
in which the Mission was received, and the 
impression which it made upon the Court 
of Persia; for, as it is said by Lord Paeon, 
** The things to be seen and observed are 
the Courts of Princes, especially when they 
give audience to Ambassadors.” 
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The author of this journal is the young 
officer whose name was, some years ago, 
introduced to the notice of the public by 
a narrative of his captivity in France^ Since 
his return from Pei^ia* he lias been residing 
in Grusia, where he is employed on a survey 
of the province. 

Not tong since, he fbm'arded his manu¬ 
script to me, with the request that 1 would 
commit it to the Press, but that the public 
should at the same time be cautioned that 
.le by no means had the pretension of 
offering to them a description of Persia, in 
imitation of the works of such predecessors 
as Chardin and Malcolm. He requests also 
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PllEFACE. 


that some indulgence may. be shown to the 
artless, perhaps rather unpolished style of a 
seatnan and a soldier, whose time, trom his 
early youth, has been actively spent in the 
duties of both these professions. He flatters 
himselfi on the other liand^ tliat his ob¬ 
servations, which, in truth, appear to me 
spirited and lively, will not be found un¬ 
interesting, as tliey have been dictated by 
the strictest regard to truth. 

This is all that I have to submit to the 
public on behalf of the Author. 

AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE. 

‘WEiMAa, 

April, 1818. 


Vin a.9 

JOURNEY TO PERSIA. 


i iiEAc are individuals tvho appear destined 
to be ever bustling througb tlie work!. 
Shiflcd conttnualljr from one scene to an* 
other; compelled, whether willingly or not, 
to adapt themselves to tlio good or the evil 
which befalls them; who w*ould undertake 
to call such men happy ? They impercep 
tibly acquire that general constitution ot‘ 
the mind which may indeed render them 
fit to move on the great theatre of the 
world, but which cannot tail to incapacitate 
them for the calm enjoyments of domestic 
life} and what can compensate them for 
the loss of these ? 

It has hitherto been my lot to l)e thus 
made the sport of fortune. At the age of" 
sixteen I sailed round the world, f waa 
eighteen, when, amidst the tumult of war at 
Fricdland, 1 tied an arm shattered by a 




2 


JODllNKV TO 1‘EUSIA, 


grape-shoL In my twenty-fourth year, I 
again fought the battles of my country 
under the gallant Count IrVittgeiistein, and 
had the miaforturfe to be taken prisoner. I 
was marched to France, liberated by my 
victorious country men, and sent back with 
diein, only to re-enicr Hie field against 
Bonaparte. Wlien these fresh trouble* were 
appeased* tlie division oi the army to which 
I belonged was sent into cantonments in 
the neighhcnifhood ol t’harkow, to enjoy 
repose. 1 arrived there alx>ul the month 
of May, ISlfi, witli my worthy commander, 
Adjntaiit-Cieneral Baron Korff. The estates 
of his father-in-law lay in the Jieighbour- 
hood. His amiable wife had not seen him 
during many years: rejoicings took place, 
and lasted several weeks, until, satiated with 
the intoxication of enjoyment, we returned 
to the sober pleasures of our domestic 
circles. Whiter had imiierceptibiy passed 
away, and nature was again reviving, when 
niy General was appointed to the command 
of a corps d'annec, and I received orders 
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from the (joarter-aiastGr-gjCoomI to proceed 
with alt speed lo St. Petersburg!i. 

My separation Troni the general and Ins 
family is n subject of painful recollection. 
T left my early friemh Colonel Howenp 
about to become a liappy bridegroom, and 
was not even allowed to be present at bis 
marriage. It was not, tberetbrep in the 
sweetest humour that I threw myself into a 
Russian post-waggon, and set out on nty 
journey. 

I had the pleasure of travelling over a 
heavy road, through eternal forests, eii- 
liv’cncd by surly post-masters. At Smolen- 
sko, which has suHered very considerably 
from the late war, the |Hjst-master point 
blank refused to furnish me with horses, un¬ 
less 1 paid double fare; and at the o{>posite 
inn the treatment was nearly as badas beiirg 
skinned dive. A heap of Podoroschnas 
(passport-orders for postr-horses), whidi lay 
in a corner of a window, ahbrded me con¬ 
vincing proofs that the post-master was not 
trifling with me, and that much greater 

B 9 


t 


JOCIlNt;V TO 


men than myself had been waiting there all 
day. Well, thought I, here are gentlemen 
morcindinec], and having better means to 
enrich mine host, so I talked loud, paid the 
double fare, and wished the worthy company 
good morning. I soon got dearof the dirty 
road, but only to exdiange-it for the greater 
torture of the famous knuppdbriicke, wbidi 
runs the whole way Itom Wdiki-I^nki to 
St, i’etersburgh. 1 would advise all persons 
who may still hope to have further occasion 
for the use of their bones, to avoid this 
dreadful road. 1 soon perceived the beau¬ 
tiful town of Gatschina, and arrived the 
same evening in St. Fetersburgh, w'bere I 
alightwl at the Hotel de Ueval. Anxious 
to ascertain the real nature of my deatiu- 
ation, I, on the following morning, arrayed 
myself in full dress, and proceeded to the 
([uurters of the general stall, to w'ait upon 
my chief, the Adjutant-General Prince 
Wo^koMsky. 

His Excellency does not generally give 
audience before two o’clock. 1 therefore 
employed the intervening period in calling 
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upon sonic old friends, from whom f learnt, 
to my astonishment, that I was appointed 
to accompany a mission to I’ersiu. 'Hie 
Prince soon afterwards confirmed this statG' 
ment, and further acquainted nie, that he 
intended to send me to the privS^-twimcilbr 
and astronomer, Schubert, to perfect my¬ 
self in the study of astronomical science, 
during the two montlis that would precede 
my departure. With my head fvdl of as¬ 
tronomy and Persia, I went to the gym¬ 
nasium, to enquire after my brothers, 
Augustu.s anil Paul, whom 1 had not seen 
for fiveyeors. TJtey were, however, spend¬ 
ing the holidays w'ith my father's friend, 
the councillor of state, \Viirst; and \ only 
met them u few days afterwards, at a house 
which became my iavourite resort, and ! 
may'otld my only recreat ion during my stay 
in St. Potersborgh. The dry calculations of 
science often made me peevish, and untit 
to mix in gay‘ circles; but at this house 1 
always experienced a welcome reception. 

I soon learnt that one of my friends, 
B 3 
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I’an) do Rennenkarapff, was also appointed 
to the mission, and moreover directetl like 
myself to attend M, Schubert We re^ 
solvetl to live together, and I joined him 
at Wiissili-Oatroff. The celebrated and 
venerabl&anaii-wjiu was appointed to teach 
os, showed the utmost patience tliroughout 
his task, and knew so well how to enliven 
long and tedious calculations by instruc¬ 
tive and agreeable conversation, that he 
daily acquired fresh claims to oiir admir¬ 
ation ; and we passetl whole nights in study, 
ill order to save him the trouble of repe¬ 
tition. Our connection with him procured 
us the happiness of being admitted to the 
well-informed circle which every Monday 
assembles at his house. 

In the month of August, we had nearly 
completed our course of study, and wc 
were presented to the ambassatlor, Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Jermolofii the same officer 
who, in tlie year 1807, so highly distin¬ 
guished himself at the head of the artillery, 
and who subsefjuently acted so ini|iortant a 
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part at the battle of Ciilni» which may be 
said to liaVe at tlial period detjided the late 
of Eilrope. He received us, hi truth, more 
os our friend than as. our superior ; and wc 
must all admit to his praise, tliot he in- 
varlohly observed the same line oi conduct. 
My friend nnd I vvere delighted with him 
to enthusiasm; and we hivstened to commu¬ 
nicate our satisfaction to our venerable 
teacher, who was pleased to take a great 
interest In wliat concenicd us. We learnt 
soon afterwards, that the amlmssador was 
about to leave Su Petersburgh, and tliat 
all the members of the missiou were at 
liberty to travel as lliey pleased, provided 
that they were all assembled at Tiflis in 
the month of November. Colonel de 
Iwanoff, who had been appointed chief of 
the stair in Grusia, and who likewise be¬ 
longed to the embassy, obtained from 
Prince Wolkonsky a carriage for the con¬ 
veyance of the astronomical clocks and 
instruments. I took my seat in this ve¬ 
hicle, and we all left the beautiful city of fat. 
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Petersburgli on the ITtli of August. Reniieii- 
kamptr went tu see bis relations in LU 
vonio, and afterwards joined us at Mo^ow. 

On leaving the city;, In tlie dusk of the 
evening, each of us sunk sorrowfully into 
his corner of tlie carriage, I reflected on 
the singular decree of w^liich, after 

Jiaving so long tossed me about in every 
direction, now sent me, packed up with 
astronomical clocks, to Persia, a country that 
used to inspire niy boyish mind with no or¬ 
dinary degree of awe when I contemplated 
its swarthy inhabitants in books of prints. 
Scorpions, tarantulas, and plmlangia, I had 
heard so much talked of at SU Petersburgh, 
that 1 now shuddered at the hare thought 
of Uieni. The p 1 ."igue an d si m ilar trifles w^ere 
reckoned among ihe ordinary evils. I 
must confess I left dear Europe very unwil¬ 
lingly; for, after all, what does a man gain 
byjts being said of him, that he too has 
lieen in Persia? 

1 tortured my mind by a thousand fanciful 
pictures of the future; my travelling com- 
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pan ion was more wise, he slept. Sleep 
makes us satisfied with the whole world, 
and I imitated his example. We must thus 
have travelled several stages, for when we 
awoke the day was dawning, and we soon 
felt the approach of hunger, that evil 
spirit that torments the traveller. Here we 
perceived that uo ibnd motlier hud super¬ 
intended the arrungements of our de> 
parture from St Petershurgh; we missed 
the well-stored basket and tiie exbilarut- 
ing dusk: and altiiough some obliging 
friends had provided us with a little wine, 
yet provisions were only to be had at 
an exorbitant price. After experienc¬ 
ing many hardships, we reached Moscow 
on the sixth ilay. The Emperor had ar¬ 
rived there a few days before us, and his 
presence increased the bustle of this great 
city. 

Although bom in Russia, and oltliough 
I had travelled in several of its provinces, 
I had not hitherto had an opportunity of 
seeing Moscow. Notwithstanding the dr^d- 
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fill conrtagrntion, the city has lost nothing 
of its magnitude, Many of the palaces 
still bear marks of the fire. 1 apprehend, 
there are no where so many splendid edi¬ 
fices, although every thing is heaped to¬ 
gether in tlie greatest confusion ; palaces 
are surronnderl by wretched hovels, and 
the avenues to magnificent bridges are 
narrow and dangerous footpaths. But I 
must confess, that an air of grandeur reigns 
over the whole, and that the confusion it¬ 
self is interesting. The Emperor has ppo- 
misetl the inhabitants that he will pass 
the next year at Afoscow; his presence 
will stimulate their activity ; and I hope 
that the great pillar which was to have 
been formerl out of the captured guns of 
the enemy, and which I looked for in vain, 
will be erecterl at last. 

We left iloscow on the SiTtir, and ar¬ 
rived at the same time as the Emperor at 
the-pretty little town of Tula, celebrated 
for its manufactories of hardware, the ar¬ 
ticles of which are very neat, and remark- 
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ablj cheap. 1 was ranch pleased with the 
agreeable ijltuatlon of the town* and >vith 
the neatness of its lioiiscsr 

After staying there a few days, we set 
out, by way of Woronesch, for Nowotscher- 
kask, the chief town of the Cossack country. 
Beyond the Former place, the country im¬ 
mediately assumes a naked uiid desolate 
appearance. The service of the posts is 
performed so wretchedly, that a whole day 
is oonsittnctl in crawling from one stage to 
another. Unless a traveller take a supply 
of provisions at Woronesch, he cannot es¬ 
cape dying of hunger on the road. I ob¬ 
served that alt our poatiltons lived upon 
water-melons, which are found in this 
country in great excellence. Ti*e post- 
houses arc miserable little sheds. 

The Cossacks disdain to engage in agri¬ 
cultural pursuits, for they find it both more 
agreeable and convenient to draw their 
means of support from the breeding of 
cattle, from fishing, and trade,* This may be 
the reason why there is not a green fieW, a 
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tree, or a single i>hintiition to relieve the 
wearied eye of the traveller. Siifrouiiiletl 
by endless wastes, he sees nothing but the 
windings of tlie road that lie |}arsucs. 

The town of Nowotscherkask, the re¬ 
sidence of the Hetman Platoff, begins to 
assume a stately appearance; but on the 
least rain, the wliole place swims in mud. 
The diveniug-houses of the inhabitants are 
punctiliously neat. Cleanliness is properly 
one of the religious observances of a sect 
called Roskolniks, to which most Cossacks 
belong. ^V'’!len a Russian has resided 
among them, the apartment which he oc¬ 
cupied, the utensils wliich he used, in short 
every thing that he touchml, must nndergo 
scouring and fumigation, and the priests con¬ 
secrate anew the polluted objects. Sliould 
tobacco have been smoked, all these proceed¬ 
ings must be repealed several times; nay, a 
viery devout sectary w'ould even rebuild his 
house. In every dwelling there is a press 
with a glass-door, througli which may be 
seen silver spoons of every size and tashion, 
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goblets from nil quarters of tlie world, still 
displaying heraldic adiievcments, knives 
and forks, and an infinite variety of other 
articles; but the good Cossacks have fought 
bravely, and they may well be forgiven for 
having indulged their taste for atiLiquities. 
Tlie Don wine really deserves praise; it is 
light, ha.s a mild and agreeable taste, and 
sparkles like Champaign. 

The horses which we got at Nowotscher- 
kask did not carry us out of the town more 
expeditiously than we fml reached it; and 
it cost us several hours of laborious exertion 
to ascend tlie first hill that we encountered. 
In two days we reached Wanutschei .ierlik, 
the quarantine station on the frontier. 
The sight of this place proinised no great 
satisfaction to us on out return; as we 
should be obliged to stay there severid weeks 
to be fumigated. 

F’roni this place onwards, the villages are 
all peopled by Russian settlers, whicli is 
immediately observed from the good condi.. 
tion of the horse's. The limits of tlie Cau- 
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casian government begin here. We soon 
perceived the town of Stawrapol. An in¬ 
voluntary exclamation of joy burst from us 
at the sight of trees» a pleasure of which 
we had been ao long deprived. From the 
post-house the majestic Elburus is seen 
towering above the clouda. M. de Wiseh- 
nelsky, the astronomer, has measured this 
mountain, and ascertained its clcvaiion to 
be 16,700 French feel,* 

It is unsafe to travel beyond Stawrapol 
without protection, and accordingly there 
are parties of Cossacks at every stage, readj’ 
to escort travellers. The distance to 
Georgefsk is aboQt sixty worsts, the road 
tbllowing the direction of the river Kuba^ 
whidi winds along the base of the Caucasian 
mountains. The country beyond this river is 

* Thisi mountBini ihc most elevated of the Cnucnsiaii 
ofaam^ hiul (bnnerly been esibnated by PruteisHiT 
to be equal in bei^t u> Mont Blanc t but it would ap¬ 
pear Ckum the above 6tateineti4 that it ii actually ^0CH> 
fm h igheri. — Tr an &lator^ 
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inlialjited by the Taetkesses, the Kabardins, 
&c. who are all desperate robbers. Tormented 
by hunger and tiic plague, tiicy frequently 
solicit the friendship of the Russians, and 
deliver hostages to tbein, as pledges of their 
desire to live on amicable terms: but tliese 
promises are soon forgotten; and they 
eagerly seize the first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity to carry oH' both persons and things, 
and generally to plunder Vflierever they 
can. TJiey mostly attend to the breeding 
of cattle, fisbing, and bunting in all its 
branches. Agriculture, which is not very 
oompatiblc with their babils, little eng^es 
their attention. The laborious offices of 
liie are all performed by the women ; the 
men are ashamed of working} they are 
bold in estimation by thetr tribes in pro¬ 
portion to the number of robberies and 
murders which they may have committed. 
In order to increase tlie interest which may 
be felt for Uiese amiable savages, 1 must 
add, tliat they never scruple to murder 
each otlier. They consider aanguinary re- 


16 


JOL'BNEV TO HEHSU* 


venge a most sacred dutyj which must 
never be neglected i anti tlie first murder 
that was committed among their anceators» 
will be revenged from age to age, by one 
tribe upon the other. Althougli the of¬ 
fended anti the offending tamilies know each 
other perfectly well, their revenge is never 
exercised but in a treacherous manner, 
either in a forest, a moor, or in some 
other place where there are no witnesses. 
It therelbre not anfrcquently happens, that 
many years elapse betbre tSie injured party 
succeeds in sacrificing his victim. But from 
that moment he returns to his home in 
triumph, and it now becomes the duty of 
the other lamily to seek revenge. If the per¬ 
petrator of the murder die, his next relation 
knows that it will be revenged on him. 
They behave in the same manner to the 
Russians. If, during a skirmish, a moun¬ 
taineer be killed, his next relation does not 
rest until ho obtains the head of a Russian ; 
hut should one of his companions in the 
mean time succeed in catching the identical 
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offender, lie sells lilin iit dear priee to the 
other, wl)o gluts his ferocity in the slow 
murder of Ids unfortunate victmi. Witat 
a people to disgrace the ranks of mankind ! 
Tliaiik-s however, to Providence (and the 
Turks, who occasionally send (hem the 
plague) (here is son:)e check to the eKLon" 
sion of these noxious weetls. If the Rus¬ 
sian government could dishonoiirahly ren¬ 
der themselves guilty of that negligence 
which characterises the procceiliugs of the 
Ottoman administration, a good plague 
would exterminate at once tins brood of 
vipers; but the only punisliment which is 
inflicted upon tliem, is an occasional mili¬ 
tary expedition into the mountains, to tle- 
stroy their houses and drive away their 
cattle. Too cowardly to defend their tlwell- 
ings, w'hen nttacked, tliev run into tlie 
moimtams, pray Ibrgiveness, deliver hos¬ 
tages, and make promises which they nevdr 
keep. The Mahomedan laws tbrbid their 
^idopdon of any measure w hatever to guard 
themselves against the plague; they con- 
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fiidcr it tui a diapDHsation of Providence, 
anti die resigned to tlieir tale, 'Hicte is an¬ 
other people surpassing the Kabardina, the 
Tsertesses, and generally all the mouiitnin 
tribes, in the virtues which I have de¬ 
scribed i I allude to the Tshetsbeiiiics, wlio 
inhabit an iimccesslhle part of the Cau¬ 
casus, and endanger' the security of our 
niilitaiy road. They were formerly tri¬ 
butary to tlie Ivabaidina, but are now intlc- 
pendent, and excel their aneieiit masters in 
the arts of dcpretlBiioii. 

General Delpovco.thc present comniander- 
in-ehief on the Caneasian Irinitier, wlm is 
a veteran ot‘ seventy, had the misfortune 
some years back to be made prisoner by 
the Tshetshenzes, They welcome their 
captives by fettering ihcir lianils and feet, 
and chaining them by the neck during the 
night. They torture them in proportion as 
they think them rich, and give them the 
moans of writing to the Russian govern¬ 
ment, in the hopes of obtaining thereby 
more money, in a more expeditious manner. 
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The Husslan peasants who liill ttilo their 
hands are treated more ten tent Ij; tliey are 
not subjected to anj personal resttaint^ and 
are inerety compelle<l to work. Altliougli 
they alio well themselves to ill treat General 
X)eIpo/o, yet tiiey res|>eeted his years and 
his rank, and on every occasion of violent 
altercation, they appealed to Ida judgment, 
and submitted without a murmur to his 
decision. When, after many months of 
sutFering, the General was at last ransomed, 
they said to him, ** rapinka” [little papa) 
** tbigive us tor having ill used tliee but 
they required, notwithstanding, a handsome 
sum of inonet' for taking off his fetters, 
Tliey did not, liowever, gain much by 
this transaction; their cattle having Ijeen 
driven too far into the valley, were sur¬ 
prised and captured i the wliole herd fell 
into the hands of the Kussians, and was 
publicly sold for tlie same sum which bad 
Ijeeu paid as the General's ransom. Major 
Sweooff fared, however, much worse; he 
remained in their hands during a year auJ 
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a half, and has only now been liberated 
through the particular exertions of the 
comm on der-in-cl lief It really rcilounds 
to Gencnil JermoloiF’s eternal honour, that 
he has, in so short a period, succeeded, it 
not in bringing these people to a sense of 
obedience, at least in inducing them to tic- 
liver up hostages, and promise to reiinun 
quiet. The military road has since then 
been more safe. 

At Sewernoe, wiiicli almost equally divides 
the distance between Suwrapol and Geor- 
gefsk, we, for the first time, saw the niajesttc 
chain of the Caucasian mountains, whose 
snowy summits shed around the most va- 
rieizated colours. These tremendous masses, 
which are piled upon each otlier with a con¬ 
fusion not to Ijc described, soar into the 
clouds, .mil present a most awful and terrific 
spectacle. Tlie Elburus and the C'^sebeck 
stand like mighty props at the ends of the 
chmiu Tlie Peak of Tcncriffe, on account 
of its insulated situation attd uonical form, 
Is a magnificent sight, but it cannot be 
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compared to these mountains. Tlie in¬ 
habitants speak of‘ a place* situated, accord¬ 
ing to their eidcidation, half' waj up the 
mountain, beyond which no mortal dares 
ascend j a dreadlut wind chills the un¬ 
happy wanderer to instant death ; iind birds 
which venture into this region, drop life¬ 
less to the ground. The spirits of the 
dead are even distinctly lieard to groan 1 
Ihit to be serious, it would seem that some 
powerf'ul stream of air issuing from the 
immense granitic gulfs that surround this 
mountain, blasts every living creature which 
encounters iL • 

On the 20ih September we reached 
Georgefith, where 1 became acquainted with 
General Delpozo. Tlie ambassador also 
arrivetl a tew days after us, and took by 
surprise the public authorities assembled 
to receive him. lie drove up in a plain 
post carriage, and to the enquiries of the 
impatient gentlemen, who were asking him 
how iar off’ the ambassador still was, he 
c a 
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replied bj leaping among them, and saying* 

** here be is.” 

Tbe plague is tVctpieiiUy prevalent at 
Georgei'sk, and particularly in the hospital* 
which General Delpozo nevertheless visits 
daily* taking the precaution first to wash 
his hands in vinegar, and pardcidarly to 
avoid allowing his clothes to come in con¬ 
tact with any thing. Singular opinions 
are entertained with respect to the process 
of contagion. Some individuals who have 
touched infected persons, liavc not, it is 
said, caught the iMseuse ; while others have 
had that niisfoptune, who were uiiconaeious 
of having committed any imprudence. 
There is said to be a particular disposition 
of the human frame which renders it very 
sliglitlv, pcrha|ia not at all, susceptible of 
the deadly poison. In spring and autumn, 
the contagion is most dangerous. Its preli¬ 
minary symptom is a pain in ilio side, which 
is followed, by a violent head-aclie, and sub¬ 
sequently by sw'cllings, generally in the 
arm-pits; the wild stare ensues, the mouth 
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foams, utul the jiaiieiit dies. Livid sjwta 
{general!Y break out on tint boily utler clis- 
solution, Init titoy appear before 

deatli, it is eoiisidcred a titvourablc 
toin. Tliero are friH|iieiit instances i»f the 
swellings bursting, and then the ]iatienL Is 
saved. ']*he ])lagLic cuities as it goes, no¬ 
body knows from whence tior wliillier. It 
is said that the eating eopiouslj' of garlic, is 
a preservative against coniagioin I have 
shudderetl wlien 1 have heard several of 
my frietids speak of tins dreadful malady, 
which they had frequently wltnesseil in 
Grusia. All social commitnication is put 
an end to. Every person becomes a prj- 
aouer in his own house. Nolwdy is seen 
in the streets except criminals, who, clothed 
in oil-skin clokes, drj^i the dead bodies by 
nieaiES of long tongs out of the town, to 
throw them into one comnmn pit. The 
inhabitants anxiously etujuire from the 
windows after their friends and acquaint¬ 
ance. Huv/t a one, is the reply, fiex already 
in tftii ^gnBTTCj unofher has /alien ill i/ciUer~ 
c 4 
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cfcry; every one thinks that his own turn 
will come to-morrow. But what can ex¬ 
ceed the ilialress wliich must ensue in a 
family $ when one of its members is attaekesd 
by the awihl symptoms? All assistance 
must be withheld, the unfortunate victim 
expires In llieir view in the most horrible tor¬ 
ture, ami the oil-skin elokes are called froto 
tiie window. 'J hey have not always leisure, 
however, to atlenti to every call, and not 
unfrequently, the body of the deceased lies 
a whole day in the house, until yielding to 
solicilation, they at last drag it with their 
tongs through a wimhw, together with all 
the clothes which had been worn or touched 
by ibe dead person. When once a fatal 
case has occurred in a house, it is generally 
followed by others in the same Hmiily, as 
it is impossible to take sudi precautions as 
may have absolutely prcventetl contact w'ith 
some infecteil substance. A person also 
frei^uently carries with him the seeds oi 
contagion, before the real symptoms oi 
the league have broken out; and thus the 
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malady extends its ravages, until only tlic 
last individual la left to die without Iidp, 
in dreary aoHtude. I need not dwell tiiion 
the inoonvenieiice which must be felt with 
regard to proviaions. W^lifn the danger 
of contagion lias bc^mii to suhside, when 
death is tired wlili desiriicLion, and the 
suspected sick have been safely lodged In 
llie hospital, the houses are gradually 
openetl, and living ghosts are seen crawl¬ 
ing out, to congratulate each othec on being 
alive, hut still cautiously abstaining from a 
frieiully shake ot the hand. Ihe moat 
punctilious courtesy reigns in the streets^ 
and every passenger keeps at a resjiectiul 
distance from another. Fathers have lost 
tlieir children, husbands their wives; others, 
tlie relics of untilerous ianiilies, find theiu- 
selves solitary occupauts ot large houses, 
where every thing reminds them ot their 
losses. According to the custom of the 
country, the dead howl is raised, and 
all run in despair to the churdics to 
pour forth their prayers and supplications. 
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During the prevalence of the plague, many 
peraoriii bury articles of their property, 
utider the idea dial they are free from in- 
iwtion; if ttiey live, these articles are dug 
up, and betbre the niatier is thought 
of, tlie plague is again disseminated. It 
has been iiiaintatiied, that articles thus dug 
up after many 3 ’enrs, have circulated the 
virus of coutagioii. The best process of pu- 
rifyiug susjiicious clothes. Is to expose them 
as long as possible to tlic sun and lur. 

The town of Georgdsk lies in a situ¬ 
ation which is said to he very unhealthy. 
1 was glad to escafie from it on the £i8th of 
September; i'or I liad taken a great dislike 
to the place, on account of a very pretty 
country woman of mine, Iniviug here, in a 
very short time, fallen a victim to the 
climate. The warm baths, which are situ¬ 
ated in its neighbourhood, are said to be 
the most salutary of any known in Europe. 
The present Governor has also taken care 
to have commodious houses ercetcxl lor 
the reception of travellers, who were hither- 
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to obilged' to live in very inconvenient 
cabins. 

The raad from Georgefsk to Mosdok 
winds along tlie river Terek, which follows 
the direction of the Cauensns, and flows into 
the Caspian Sea not far from Kislor, The 
Kabardins molest this district; for although 
they call themselves onr friondst yet they 
cannot resist tlie temptation of phiinlering. 
The ambassador soon Ibllowcxl us to Mos- 
'dok, where we remained a few ilays to make 
preparations for crossing the Caucasus. On 
the Sid of October our arrangements were 
completetl, and we assembled at the ferry of 
the Tcrekt where breakfast had been pre¬ 
pared for us. After the pack-horses anti 
carriages htul been sent over, we entered 
the boat, aivd bid a Horrowftd farewell to 
Europe! On the opposite bank, a com¬ 
pany t)f light itifatitrvt togetlier with a party 
of Cossacks, and a field-piece, were ready to 
escort us. 'fhe drums beat, and tlie whole 
cavalcotie departed at a slow puce. Our 
convoy was very minierous; the leaving 
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Europe) the hardships wliich we had al¬ 
ready expericiice<J anti overcome together, 
and still more the presence of our tiiief, 
bound us to each other by ties ol the closest 
intimacy i and I appeal to all the members 
of the mission, ivhether we did not spend 
most agreeable days on the dreadfid road 
from iMosdok t<i 'riflis. ft is three days* 
tnarcli from the Ibniier place to VVladi- 
kaukas, and the daring spirit of the Tshet- 
shcnzes renders the passage most danger- ' 
ous. There are two high mountain ridges; 
one situated before the Ibrt of Konstantin- 
offskoy, the other immediately beyond it. 
The first opens into a glen at about fifteen 
wersts front Mosdok, which atfords great 
facility for the commission of robberies. 
Those who h.ave once effected the passage 
of this place in safety may congratulate 
themselves, for the Tshetshenzes never 
attack in the open field. An unfortunate 
officer, who had left Mosdok well mounted 
an hour after our departure, in the hope of 
overtaking us, was murdered on the road: 
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a proofi tliat altliuii^h these villainfl be not 
seen, they are always lying in wait. 

Other nioiititainccrs, tired of a straggling 
life, liave settled under the guns of our 
forts; and great numbers of ilieni are al¬ 
ready to be met with in t)ie vicinity ol 
Konstantinoffskoy and Elisawetinskaja. 

TJie fortress of ^Vladikaukas is the key 
of tlie Caucasus. General Delpozo has 
taken, great pains to build liere and em¬ 
bellish the spot, and he has succeeded in 
converting it into an agreeable place of 
residence. 

Tile river Terek, on llie bank.s of wliich 
the fortress Is situated, is very rapid, and 
although means have been found to esta- 
bltsh a bridge over it, yet that is ircquetiUy 
washed away by the swell ol the river,— 
^Ve had not as yet seen any of the terrific 
scenery ol‘ the Caucasus, but we were as¬ 
sured by Genera! Delpozo, who accom¬ 
panied us from Georgefsk, that the country 
between Wladikaukas and Darieliaanrpassed 
any idea that we might have ibmied ol It. 
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We left \Vl!ulikauk»if on tlie 5ili of Octo¬ 
ber, and met wkti the first fall of snow j 
the thermometer might he at 5" Reaiimur- 
Tlie road was tolerably practicable during 
the first nine miles, ond ran by the side ot 
the TereU, which rushed towards us with 
a dreadliil roar. The carriages suddenly 
stopped, which was unavoidable, for there 
stood in the way a granitic mountain of 
endUws lieight, having an aperture, through 
which the Terek dasher! its foaming tor¬ 
rents. To my astonishment the train soon 
moved on, and the first carriage disap- 
peoret! ; the others followed; it then catne 
to my turn. Our situation cannot easily be 
conceived; we were on a narrow way, bor¬ 
dering on one side on a stupendous pre¬ 
cipice filled by the Terek, whose noise 
drowns every syllable that is spoken, and 
on the other skirted by granitic masses, of 
which parts hung Irequently over our heads. 
Mountains are piled upon mountains; at 
one time it requires fifty soldiers to draw 
the carriage up a steep, at another it rolls 
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down and pitches with the most dangerous 
velocity. The granitic masses ran closer 
and closer, and encircled ns in a bottom, 
into which the rays of the siin have never 
penetrated} the humid it v was intolerable; 
the rumhling sound of the carriages rolled 
like thunder through the hollow, and the 
voices of the drivers re-echoed like sounds 
from the grave, WhitJier, one felt tempted 
to ask, are these senseless people going? 
Another immense mountain stood in the 
way. Here tlie road, however, wound Itself 
into a hollow; tve had once more ellrOw- 
rootu, and the eye was thus continually 
deceived hy apparent impossibilities. Of 
the sky nothing was seen but a little blue 
streak, indicating the direction of the road. 
New wonders now started to our view ! an 
opening in the mountain discoveretl, on the 
summit of a rock, the little fortress of 
Larcy, where our weary escort were relieved. 
Close to the fortress lies, buried in the 
ground, a small village, the residence of a 
prince named XJewlet, who was formerly a 
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regular higliwaymau, but now follows his 
old trade only in secret. He solicited the 
honour of a visit from the ambassador to 
his molivliilt, and regaled his EKocHency 
with a princely banquet of— stinking mut¬ 
ton. The road continues to follow the 
windings of tlie 'I'erek, and leaves the tra¬ 
veller astonished at die ingenuity and ex¬ 
ertion by which it must have been made 
The distance between Wladikaukas and 
Dariella is but short; we did not, however, 
reach the latter place till late in the even¬ 
ing, worn out with (atigue and hunger. 
A new sight was opened to us on the next 
morning! Itovas dilhcult to perceive from 
whence we Imd really come, and no road 
appeared by which we could continue our 
journey. The whole.fort consist.^ of two 
houses, which tbfm such a contrast with 
the granitic masses that surround the basin, 
tliat they appear from a short lUstance like 
small specks. The brklge over the Terek is 
wonderfully constructed. The sun shines 
here only one hour and a hall when It is in 
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the meridian. The garrison b relieved as 
frequent! V as possibltf for to live there 
is almost as had as to be buried alive. All 
these frightful objects neither impaired the 
courage nor depressed the cheerrulness of 
our party j they bad no influence on our 
minck 

We left the dreary Dariellaou horseback. 
The road wanders in a wonderful manner 
amoi>g the rocks, and eight miles from Da^ 
rioMa a frightful chasm is seen winding it¬ 
self, as It were, into the clomk Other aper¬ 
tures are seen braiichiug into it, and towards 
the simiimt of the mountain Jt is no longer 
discernible by the eye. It is this gulf which 
regularly every seven years produces a great 
convulsion in the Caucasus.* How incon¬ 
ceivably tremendous must be the crash ^vhen 
solid masses of ice, detadiing themselves by 
their weight from the summit of Alount 
Casebeck, and breaking rocks in their fall, roll 

* On our return from dial coRvuLikpR liappi'nisf 

in Stpicatber, oxtusly at div expirntioii of the nevt’ii 
jears, n* hml \mn pmlirtcd. 
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down for ihe length of mile:i, hurling along 
with them, into the frightful gnlf below, 
every thing which cannotwithstanil the shock. 
Thecouraeof the Terek is instnntly suspended 
for several niinates, ami the fish bounding in 
its drv bed may be seen from the fort of 
Darieilu. The waters thus obstnurtctl sud¬ 
denly swell into a sea, or rather they fill the 
whole basin of the gulti and brenking through 
the weakest place, rush w'ith a dreadful noise, 
frequently taking a new direction, and sweep¬ 
ing along every thing they meet. The ice 
meltfT away In the course of years, and the 
blocks of granite remain scattered about the 
river, in heaps of various sisses, on w'hich fir 
trees spring up, and create most magni- 
ficent scenery. ^Ve all stood admiring this 
enchanting spot, when our astonishment 
was, if possible^ increased by tlie sight of an 
old convent, w hich appeared to have been 
built by some magical power on the aummit 
of an immense rock. It is difficult now to 
conceive by what means such a situation 
was first made accessible^ Towards mid-day 
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we arrived at General Casebeck’s, a inotin- 
taineer who formerly rendered great services 
to Hussta, and now keeps the peiisantry in or- 
der^ and is responsible for the security of the 
road. He gave us an Asiatic dinner, prin¬ 
cipally consisting of rice-porridge and nint- 
tOD. Travellers generally pass the night at 
his house, but we immediately continued 
our journej to Kohi, where we arrivetl at a 
very late hour. On the road we saw several 
villages, if they can be said to deserve that 
name, and another object ot‘ tvon Jer. We 
perceived a high mountain ol‘ granite, in 
which there was scarcely atiy opening. 
There, we were told, lived n hermit! Soon 
afterwards, we accordingly saw' a figure crawl 
forth and commence a journey to the regions 
below. The hermit came down in safety, 
and advanced towards n cross standing in the 
road, where he usually receives alms. After 
many years of perseverance !ic has succeerl- 
ed in hew'ing a spacious cell in the rock, 
where, as may well be imi^ned, he is out 
of the roach of interruption. Kobi is like- 
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wise u little fort* where only lately three 
small boiisos liave been built- We found 
there a fire to wariu us, but iiothlug more. 
Our baggage, and particularly the kitchen, 
were still far behind, and having since noon 
rode about thirteen werstson horseback, tlo- 
cided symptoms of hunger had manifestetl 
themselves among us all. However cheer¬ 
ful we were on every occasioit, and although 
the Ambassador took every possible pains to 
divert us, yet our spirits were very much de¬ 
pressed. We wandered silently about the 
hous5; it was soon midnight, and none 
of us woidd retire to rest,—when several 
voices out of doors suddenly exclaimed, 
“The kitchen is arrived! and so is one cook 
Nikkn !” Although it was necessary first to 
make a fire in the kitdieu, and some consi¬ 
derable time must elapse before any thing 
could be got ready, yet every body resumed 
his usual good-humour, and with the assist¬ 
ance of Colonel Wiljamirofr the whole party 

composed a complimentary song to the cook, 

which contained not only much point, hut 
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yvas aJmirjibJy Rdupted Lothc circumsiRJicos 
of the iiioinerit, ^Vitl^ollt acqu«intiiig the 
General with our design, we studied the 
song ill a remote apartment, and after sup¬ 
per, for winch Nikita, unconscious of the 
Itonour reserved lor liini, had prepared ex¬ 
cellent cutlets, he was catlod in, and heard 
• the song in presence of the General, who 
laughed lieartilv. The cook did not at first 

O *• 

appear to comprehend the matter, but upon 
hearing Itis name loudly repeated in chorus, 
he was pleased, smilixl, and bowed repeat¬ 
edly.—The poor Imly of the author of the 
LvUrcn mr le Caucuite ct h Gear^kt whom I 
have the honour to know personally, did not 
spend such a happy hour at Kobi, where 
she was obliged to pass eight tetlsous 
days. Tt may perhaps not be altogether a 
matter of iiidifferencD to her to learn that 
General Deljmsso is anxious that she should 
know, that three houses have been built at 
Kobi, and tliat slie will at least not Jiave to 
suffer in future so much as she formerly did 
from the want of accommodation, 
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On the 7 th ol* October we left Kobi, and 
parted from 001101411 Delpozo, who had ac^ 
compaiuetl us from Gforgefsk. llic day 
was HnCj and we marched cheerfully towards 
the frightful mountain of Bash aw o. The 
sun had softened the snow, and tljc road, 
wJiich had become slippery, still bordered 
on precipices. On account oi the lre(|uent , 
heights, the carriages proceeded at a slow 
pace, and the men w'ere iVctjueiitly obliged 
to draw them up the steeps. At one time 
the mountains presented boundless pros- 
poets to onr view, at others, closed tliehori^ 
zon.—The road from Mosdok to Tiflis is 
most dat]gcrous and dilHcult; and he who 
has passed it in saiety may esteem himself for¬ 
tunate. After having ascended for some time, 
we perceived the cross on the Kestrowaja 
gora consecrated to the Redeemer* and Sa¬ 
viour, but which still, in my opinion,docs not 
occupy die most proper situation, for at that 
very place the road becomes most difficult, 
runniug down a steep of two worsts, and im¬ 
mediately climbing into the Giid gora, the rt- 
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vhI of KestroAv'uja. The iLin^ersi ofotir marcli 
litAred *js so gl»rfngly in the face, that we 
forgot the aublime scenery which surroim^hi 
the latter mouiituin, and were really glad to 
find the cross, to place ourselves, as it 
were, untler its protection. The Aiuhnssa- 
dor knew how to draw from every vinloward 
circumstance a fresh motive for being cheer- 
full, and cluince afibrded «s an interesting 
opportunity to give a new slimulns to our 
minds. The day happened to he the anni¬ 
versary of the hutlle of Leipzig, an<l we did 
not fail to celebrate it. Notwithstanding 
that we were up to tlie middle of our bodies 
in the snow, we crawled up to the cross on 
the summit of the mountain, taking with us 
a few bottles of wine, and there, in a boister¬ 
ous wind that would have thrown us down 
had we not stuck so last in the snow, 
drank, with three huzzas, the health of the 
Emperor Alexander, then the allied armies, 
and afterivards the Ambassador. 1 he pros¬ 

pect around from the top ol the rock is very 
Hne; but we were soon obliged to leave it, 
D 4 


40 


JOUMNEY TO I’KUSIA. 


ami ader a jp*cat deiii ot trouble, anilby alid- 
ing down in th« most ridieiiloua |>ostures, 
we reached the bottom. After resting 
a while at the foot of the (iora, the work oi 
climbLiig began. Tlie roadf which is scarce¬ 
ly broad enough to admit a carriage with 
two horses, is cut in the declivity oi the 
rock; on the right it border* on a bottom¬ 
less precipice, and on the left tremendous 
masses seem to threaten to disengage Uiem- 
selves from the mountain. The whole ridge 
is so much covered with rubbish and small 
stones, that it looks as if the Devil bad been 
playing **oiUl or even” tliere. This is pro¬ 
perly tlie place where the avalanches cause 
such dreaiU’ul havoc. But they only occur 
iu the winter and spring, when the sun be¬ 
gins to operate. Nobody then ventures to 
l»asii this road, except during the night. For¬ 
tunately we have only learnt from others the 
extent of tlie horrible devastation which at¬ 
tends these awful plienomena. The station 
of Rushaoiir is only four wersts ftoni the 
summit O'!! Gud goraf and although the road 
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is not the must agreeable, yet when wc con¬ 
trasted It with wfiat it had been, we cresseri 
ourselves, and congratulated each other. 
>'Vfter we liatl passed the night at Htisliaour 
tve .set out in higlt spirits, lor wc had only 
one other obstacle to overcome^—the tie- 
scetit ut' the mountain of the same name. 
Although the road is tolerably sale, yet it 
is very steep, and inaiir unfortunate persons 
liave fallen down the precipice. At first, 
the eye !«!es nothing but an extensive field 
sliroudcd in a blue cloud } but a» we dfr- 
scend, objects become more distinct; the 
chill of winter is gradually succeeded by a 
genial atmosphere ; instead of naked rocks, 
verdant hills and trees greet the sight, war¬ 
bling birds delight the ear, and the country' 
expand-H into a most beautiful valley, watered 
by the fine river of the Aragua, and covered 
with cultivated fields, villages, and mins of 
aticient castles. The industrious peasants 
are seen proceeding to theh* occupations! 
the wanderer thinks himself suddenly trans¬ 
ported to a pauwdiae, and he commiserates 
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the GoDtlkion of tlie utifortunatc inlinbitiintii 
of the hellbh region winch lie haf! lefl* Na¬ 
ture seems to wish to compensate the travel¬ 
ler lor his sufferings} escorts arc no longer 
necessary j he may pursue his journey in se¬ 
curity ; he is in Griisia! At tlie foot of the 
mountain, as the point w'licre all obstacles 
cease, stands appropriately a simple monu¬ 
ment to the memory of Colonel Danllofii 
who converted the tremendous gulf of the 
Caucasus into a practicable road. In order 
fully to appreciate his w'ork, one must have 
seen it with one’s own eyes. The Aragim 
ilpws here in an opposite direction to the 
Terek; and we had dierefbre left the high¬ 
est point of the Caucasus. We journeyed 
towards Passanaour through this beautiful 
valley upon a good and even road, enlivened 
by green thickets. The country between 
Ananour and Uuchet, through which we 
passetl on the following day, was rendered 
highly interesting to us by the beauty of its 
ever->varving scenery, but still it was not to 
be compared witli the valley of the Aiagua, 
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which would lurolsh au able paiiiier ^itli a 
rich harvest of sublime ideas. At Diichet 
we resided in,the ancient palace of the Czar 
Hcraclino. It is a tolerably spacious build¬ 
ing, surrounded by u iiigh wall, but has not, 
according to Huropean notions, the least re¬ 
semblance to a palace. Tlie building consists 
of two stories, but is very low, and encircled 
by a gallery, into which open miserable little 
chambers, like monks* cells- Ollier build¬ 
ings may have formerly ontamented the 
court; but It bus now a poor appearance.— 
I found here the first specimen of G nisi an 
architecture, if so it may be calletl. llie 
habitations are sunk in the ground and have 
no roots, so that one is perfectly unaware of 
being in a town or village until one actually 
stumbles upon houses. 

On the lOth of October we continued 
our jouniey to Titlis by way of Msliet 
The day was tine, andwedisinountetlatthe 
latter place, formerly the residence of the 
Czai's, which appears now to be almost in¬ 
credible, The jVragua here unites with the 
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Kura, (the Cyrus of the ancients,) which 
passes by Tiflis, and flows into the Caspian 
Sea. Neither the situation of Mshet nor 
its ruins ntTord any indication of its.ancient 
greatness. If it be true that tliis city was 
built by a successor of Noah, wlio bore that 
name, it is undoubtedly the oiliest in t)ie 
world. At present it is inhabited only by 
a few lumdred poor families. A beautiful 
church rises within the walls, which is said 
to have been formerly the palace of the 
(’Kars. What renders this church remarkable 
is, that it lia.s stood during many centuries, 
and yet there is not a particle of iron about 
the whole building. Almost all. the churches 
in (Trusia are built in a similar mannor in 
pure grey stone; and even the roofs are so 
skilfully joined with solid stone, that they 
seem to defy the effects of time. In a re^ 
cess of the walls of the castle is a small 
chapel, where the holy Ninon, who hi tiie 
fourth century introduced the Christian reli¬ 
gion into Grusia, prayed for the welfare of 
her nation. She is said to have been an 
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mtere^ting female, and to Ua^e won ever)' 
lioart by the sweetness of lier niiinners. 
She converted the Czar Arician to Christian¬ 
ity, and his example was imitated by liis sub- 
jecta. Carrying in her Jtand a siiii]de cross 
of wood, tied together witJi her own frair, 
she required no other external allurenient 
to make proselytes to the divine faith. 

At Mshet the Ambassador crossetl the 
Kura alone on horseback^ in order that Ire 
might proceed on the left bank unobserved 
to Tiflia, with the intention of surprising 
General RtisIitshcfT, who at that time re¬ 
sided there aa commander-in-diief: but the 
Mission folloived the great road, and about 
a werst from Mshet crossed a bridge on the 
Kura, stated to have been built by Pora^iey, 
It is singular that on any subject relating U> 
remote antiquity being started, men ulwnye 
expect to hear or find something remark¬ 
able. I think, however, I may safely sav, 
that if we had not been made acquainted 
with the history of this bridge, we should 
have passed it without making any observ- 
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ation. As it was, every body thought to 
have discovered something curious about it. 
Some said that the construction had all the 
character of antiquity i —others found the 
span of the arch bold and airy j—the rest 
observed that the moderns no lon*rer under- 
stood these matters. One of the party re¬ 
marked, that two little towers, which f de¬ 
clare were shaped like our Eastlandish 
cheeses, were very prettvi and adapted to 
their purpose; -— in short, every thing was 
admired, and thought interesting. I looked 
around for some time, endeavouring to find 
something remarkable also, and saw no¬ 
thing but- a Russian grenadier, who stood 
sentry on the bridge. Poinjiey would cer¬ 
tainly have considered him a very great 
curiositv. 

We proceeded along tlie right bank of 
the Kura, and reached Till Is when it was 
dark. The Governor, General Stahl, had 
had the attention to give up his house to 
the Ambassador, and as it was sufiieientlv 
capacious, I had the good fortune to share 
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its comforts. I may well say gi>nd fortunct 
for Tiflis affbriis but wretch^ (quarters, i 
was efjually fortunate when the Ambaiiaailor 
subsequently took up his abode at the house 
of the commander-in-chief on the depar¬ 
ture of General Rtishtshetf. General Stalil 
had the goodness to offer me an apartmeirt 
in his house, a civility which cannot be 
sufficiently appreciated in a country like 
this. 1 daily enjoyed the society of my 
worthy host, and heard nothing of the 
plaints of my less fortunate compuiions^ 
whose lodgings were sometimes too cold, 
aometiiflcs too damp. 


As my sole object is to describe the im¬ 
pressions made on my mind by the incidents 
of niy journey, it would be ridiculous to 
enter Jiito a description of Grusia, parti¬ 
cularly as there exists already a number oi 
very good books upon that subject. Every 
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botl^ knows that it lies between tbc Euxine 
and tbc Caspian Seas, in the ^Otb degree of 
north latitude. Its powerful neighbours, 
tlie Turks and the I’ersians, Imve several 
times ravaged Lliis unfortunate u-ountry with 
increase4l furv, on account of the Christian 
religion being pcotessed in all (reorgia. It 
had not escaped the penetration of its rulers, 
that, lor that reason, they never could ex¬ 
pect to enjoy rejjose, but must for ever l>ear 
die buffet of the adjoining states. An 
alliance wdth the Persians entailed upon 
thetu a war with the Turks; and wdien 
at peace with the latter, they were plun¬ 
dered by the former. The country was 
too w'eak to maintain its independence, 
or even neutrality. The general poverty 
and despair increased daily; a better ex¬ 
pedient therefore could not have been de¬ 
vised, than that of becoming a dependence 
of die Russian empire j a measure which 
they have never repented. Notwithstanding 
war, failure of harvest, the plague, and in¬ 
ternal troubles excited by avaricious princes. 
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the county is more affluent than it liaa 
been at any former period* Property is 
protected, taxation is milder, and bears 
niore equitably upon all ranks j the prince 
and the peasant are equal in tbe eye ol the 
law j the people bless Alexander, Under 
the Czar, every prince and every nobleman 
exercised unlimited power. He plundered 
and robbed his vassaJfj, without being ac- 
coiin table to any authority, But that system 
is now at an end, although there are pro*, 
bably among the princes of the country 
some who regret tlie loss of their unlawful 
power, and dislike the present order of 
things. Formerly, one could not even leave 
the gales of Tiflis without falling into the 
bands of the Lesglners ; at present, there 
are but few places throughout Grusia where 
escorts are necessary. The roads were so 
insecure that trade could not flourish, and 
even the Czar plundered the merchants 
without mercy j at present, there are very 
considerable commercial houses, w‘ho carry 
on a great trade with Persia and Art rat" ban, 
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The roads throughout the province were 
impracticable! and Tiflis itself was buried in 
mud. This city owes its present improved 
condition to General Jcrmoloff He liaSf 
within a short perlodt built houses^ paved 
streets! and laid out scjuures, iti order to 
afford a free circulation of air through the 
narrow and filthy streets of the town. Iti 
short, any one who left Tiflis a year ago 
would not now know it again. Wlien the 
inhabitants were at length made sensible 
that it was much more.agrccable to live in 
houses than in mutUioles, when the novel 
luxury of having windows to Ibok out of, 
afforded recreation to the poor incarcerated 
women, the rage of building suddenly spread 
with such rapidity, that not a workman 
could be found unemployed in Tiflis. The 
former house of the commandcr-innihief, a 
ridiculous mixture of European and Asiatic 
architecture, has been pulled down, and 
replaced by a modern building with a fine 
piazza. The inhabitants at first stared 
*;i-eatly at this, but soon, nobody would be 


JOUn^JEV TO PERSIA. 


51 


satisfied without a piazira. If this r!^ 
should continue a few years, Tifiis will bt? a 
handsome town. The warm baths there are 
excellent; and if they were more conveni¬ 
ently arranged, one might feel tempted to 
pass the whole day there, in imitation of the 
ihhubitants, who spend all Saturday in the 
haths. They carry pipes, wine, clieese, and 
guitars to the bathing rooms, and make 
themselves exceedingly happy throughout 
the day. The women do the same, only 
they bestow' more attention on their per¬ 
sons : they dye their hair and eyebrows 
black, and their nails red. They paint their 
faces w^hite and black, and then look like 
our dolls at a Christmas puppet-show. Tliey 
walk out shrouded in black veils, and allow 
but little of their person to be seen except 
their black eye-lirows, which they are rather 
fond- of showing. Formerly, when any of 
the women savv a Russian coming at a dis¬ 
tance, and they could not gd*out of his 
way on account of the narrowness of the 
streets, tliey used to stand ivith their faces 
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to the wall, until the dangerous man had 
passed; but waggish officers soon taught 
them to leave off this bad habit. When 
they met the ladies, they usetl to hold their 
handkerchiefs to their faces, and, like them, 
turn to the wall. Both parties then stood 
in this way for several minutes, laughing, 
and undecided which should give way to 
the other, until tired of the thing, they 
bowed and went on. So far from there 
being any such reserve at present on the 
part of tlie women, there is, on the contrary, 
some risk of being run over by them. The 
only diversion which the men allow their 
wives is that of breathing the fresh air 
every Sunday and holiday on the tops of the 
bouses; and if several of them thus meet, 
they dance together to the sound of the 
tambourin. The motions of their arms are 
by no means amiss, but the length of their 
petticoats hide.s their steps. This, how¬ 
ever, is no loss; for, so far from being able 
to dance, tliey can scarcely walk, 'Hie gait 
of a Grusiaii lady is really shocking. Tlicre 
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is another public amusement at which the 
women were allowed to assist as spectators. 
Oil all great festivals, nearly the whole po¬ 
pulation proceeded to a pliice out of the 
gates of tlie town, where two parties formed 
and toolt up different positions. TJie object 
of both was to endeavour to dislodge each 
other from their respective positions. It is 
natural that manceuvres of this sort should 
1)0 accompanied by fighting and tfirowing 
stones i and they used to cut very valorously 
at each other with wooden swords. Al¬ 
though the little children did not venture 
into the midst of the fray, they threw stones 
from tlie rear against the opposite party, 
and received others In return *, so that in 
the endr many were lamed, others received 
contusions, and some were left disabled on 
the field. However lively the feelings of 
maternal tenderness are in general, it was a 
point of honour lield sacred by all the in¬ 
habitants, that no complaint sfioold be 
made, even in those cases that proved fataL 
As these games never ended without one or 
E 3 
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two accidents ot that nature^ Cieiietal Jci- 
irtuiotT found it. was high time to interfere j 
and he accordingly would not allow them to 
be reaunied, but upon condition that no 
person should dare to throw stones, or to 
use aiiy other weapon than the wooden 
sword, which, although it might produce 
many bruises, yet could not occasion death, 
'fhc people promised to observe this con¬ 
dition, but would not keep their word; for 
when one of these parties saw itself on the 
point of being driven Ironi it s position, it 
would in the heat of l.lie moment use every 
means w'itltln it*s reach to maintain itsell, 
and noth lug was more natural under sucli 
circiunstauces than to have recourse to 
stones. As there seemed to be no other 
way of putting a stop to it, the games w-ere 
prohibited altogether; and I am convinced, 
that many a mother secretly blesses this 
saluLiry measure. This diversion was calletl 
Taiuasha ; and the first noblemen of the 
country not unfrequently joined in it. 
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General JermoIoff» having deprived the 
]XH>pJe of this sanguinary amusement, offered 
them an entertainment of a nobler descrip¬ 
tion, which occasioned at first considerable 
discontent. In the centre of the town there 
was an old cemetery, very venerable on 
account of it*3 ancient grave-stones: it oc¬ 
cupied much, space, and was surrounded ou 
all sides by the filthiest lanes of the'place. 
The General ordered that the walls should 
be pulletl down, and the grave-stones re¬ 
turned to the families to which they be¬ 
longed, in order that the gronntl miglit be 
levelled. Beautiful facades were added to 
the neighbouring houses; and the place 
would now do honour to any town iii Eu¬ 
rope. The embellishment which it has 
undergone combines the advantage of n 
supply of pure air.’ The square was so¬ 
lemnly opened one evening with music and 
fire-works, and all the females of the town 
witnessed the festivity from the adorning 
houses. As the commander-ui-cbief in¬ 
tends to repeat this emertainmeiit several 
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times duriti" the weekf I do not doubt hut 
tliat the inhabitants, who ate passionately 
fond of music, will soon forget their Ta- 
masha. The able niantier in which Gene- 

i!< 

ral .lermolofF in general administers every 
branch of the government confided to his 
care, authorises the hope that in a few 
years, Grusla will have realised the most 
sanguine expectations that are entertained 
of its general improvement. Circumstances 
have certainly contributed to throw many 
obstacles in tiie way of that improvement* 
but it must be allowed that little or nothing 
has hitherto been done for this province. 
The Emperor grants every tiling that is re¬ 
quired* and every commander-in-chief is 
invested with almost unlimited authority. 

The climate has the extraordinary attri¬ 
bute of a sunshine that scarcely ever fails. 
The beat of summer is said to be intoler¬ 
able, but the adjoining heights afford a cool 
retreat. North winds blow continually into 
the town of Tiflis and temper the burning 
atmosphere, but strangers are exposed by 
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them to the most dangerous coWs* Ihe 
itilmbltants are insensible to their effect, 
blouse they have been accustomed from 
their infanev to live in a continual current 
of air i and on all sides of their houses Uiere 
are doors and windows through which there 
is a constant draught Throughout tlie 
whole winter, llie snow lay only three 
weeks on tlie ground, and the cold never 
exceecled S* Reaumur. In February the 
6 elds are again covered with grnss^ and the 
almond trees are in full bloom; ram gen^ 
rally comes on in March i the hot 
follows, and scorches all tlie vegetation. v 
parched grass sends forth scorpions and ta- 

Ltute. nie bile of these 
(lom moita!, »nd oo»ot » 'f 
P,rt be iloraedietely rubbed over with od; 
but they eentiot be seen trewl...g or the 
wall «ithoat exeili.« the most patoful sen- 
«uions, Uhitl. ate iocressed syhen th^ .«« 
beard during the night buzsmg ““ 

bed. It is dangerous on their aaou 
stretch oneself on the cool refreshing glass, 
as urc love to do in out own dimale. 
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short, the_y are the plague ofthe countiy.— 
The gardens here are quite irregular, and 
consist chieAy of vineyards. Tiie wine is 
light, and resembles a gowi Freiicli vin du 
pai/s; but it is much to be lamented that 
the inhabitants wdll not learn to make casks. 
They tind it more convenient to skin a hog, 
Sind after having nibbed the internal surJace 
of the hide with naphtha, to fill it with wine, 
iivhich they preserve and send away in this 
manner. . The naphtha communicates such 
a disagreeable flavour to the wine, that it is 
at ftrst disgusting to the taste; and much 
time and tong habit are requisite to accus¬ 
tom the palate to it's use. In the province 
of Racheticon, where the best wine srows, 
the inhabitants keep it in large jars, and 
when tasted on the spot, it is said to be 
deh'glitfu] ; but they likewise send it to 
distant parts in hogs’ skins, called Rurduks. 
Fruit is very abundant; and good grapes are 
to be had nearly throughout the year.—The 
system- of agriculture, and of fhrming in 
geneml, cannot fat) to be considerably irti- 
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proved atid promoted by tbe colony of' nei- 
tJerslrom Wurtembergt wlio* at tUe Instance 
of the coniinander-in-chieft have been en- 
courogetl to repair to this country. Tliey 
are already arrived } hotises are budding for 
them w-itldn a short distance from TiHis; 
they receive cattle, seed corn, pecuniary 
asaistaoce, in short every thing that they 
want 5 and 1 shall soon Jiave to enjoy the 
satisfaction of jtceing a German peasant 
carry good butter, cheese, and perhaps even 
beer, to the Tiflis market. Those good peo¬ 
ple said that there w as a scarcity of food in 
Germany; tliat it stood written in the 
Revelation of St. John, that they must wan¬ 
der into another dime i they too were mem¬ 
bers of the empire, and could not bear so 
fttudi misery. Be this as it may, they are 
honest, worthy people; their conduct is 
most exemplary: they acknowledge, with 
gratitude, what the government have done 
in their favour, and have firmly resolved to 
render themselves, by diligence and sub¬ 
mission, worthy of the protection whidi 
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they have experienced. 1 am oonviticed 
that this little colony will produce a con¬ 
siderable effect on the momls of the Gm- 
sians. It would be very desirable. 

Tlie soil is remarkably rich» and only re¬ 
quires to be slightly harrowed. ^Flie seed 
will yield at the rate of thirty to one, 
and even more; but this liberality on the 
part of nature has contributed to render 
the people, to a certain degree, indolent. 
As the villages are nothing but a heap of 
moIc-hills, the soldiers are ill quartered; 
their treatment, however, as far as depends 
on their hosts, is very good. Noliocly bad 
before thought of erecting barracks in 
Grusia; but the present commander-in- 
chief has supplied tliis want, and endea¬ 
voured to combine, witli the healthy situa¬ 
tion of these buildings, the advantage of 
being within reach of water-mills, which 
will save to the government a considerable 
annual expense, before Incurred in grinding 
corn for the troops. The General was, 
indeed, obliged to begin by sending for 
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axes, shovels, hammers, Scc> from Astrachaii, 
for he could not here procure any arlidej^ 
of the kind. Although in this country the 
harvest be generally good, and corn is there¬ 
fore in abundance^ yet the governmenlliave 
been hitherto obliged to draw supplies from 
Astrachan, generally at an immense ex¬ 
pense, and with great difficulty. That sys¬ 
tem 13 now at an end : corn Is bought upon 
the spot i and a small portion only is im¬ 
ported. In the month of November the 
commander-in-chief visited tlie frontier, 
and the places of residence of the different 
Chans who are tributary to Russia. It is 
the custom among these chiefs to make 
considerable presents, of which it would be 
impossible to refuse the acceptance without 
giving them great offence. Tlie General 
found a means of declining the customary 
presents, without offending any of the [lar- 
ties: he merely requested that no other 
presents might be offered to him than 
sheep, in which the riches of the Chans 
principally consisL His Excellency imtiie- 
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diately transferred tliese animals to tberegi- 
meuts, whieh were thus enabled to keep 
their own cattle ; for the right of pasturage 
is here in common td all, and the animals 
find grass all the year round. The Clmns 
vied with each other in making presents 
of sheep, so that the number presented 
amount^, at last, to more than tiOOO, all 
distributed among the troops. T hits the 
soldier has almost daily received rations of 
fresh meat, without diminishing the herd, 
as sheep multiply here very rapidly. The 
soldiers’derive too an additional advantage 
from the skins. 

Game is remarkably plentiful in this 
country. Hares, deer, wild goats, &c. are 
very numerous j pheasants are found in 
abundance. Among the beasts of prey 
there is a species of the jackall, which is 
called Tshekalka. It resembles the wolf 
but is smaller, and lias a much more fero* 
dous appearance: its howl shakes the veiy 
soulj it is, besides, very bold, and sneaks 
during the night into the camp to steal the 
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soldiers* boots. When very hungry it en. 
tcrs chureh-yards, and digs op bodies re¬ 
cently hurieiL Hysenas are very numerous; 
but tigers are seldom beard of* although a 
singular circumstance procured us the siglit 
of one, Tlie soldiers frec]ueutly go out 
shooting. — a practice which the comman¬ 
ders of ^iments have the less hesitatioii in 
allowing, as the men thus become more 
expert marksmen. It happened that two 
recruits, recently arrived Irom Kussia, took 
a fancy to have a day’s sport. After they 
had been out some lime, they saw a large 
animal bounding towards diem with ^eat 
amlity Orie of their muskets miaseil 
fi"e* the Other soldier had the presence of 
mind to allow the animal to approach quite 
close to them, and shot it so luckdy m die 
forehead, that i> fell de«) at iheir ^ 
Unaware of the danger to which tirey had 
been expose.!, the soldiers thought only of 
admiring the brilliant colours of the akin, 
and dragged home a tiger of en^ous 
I had never seen such a beauU- 
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till skin. The wortliy recruit was not a 
little surprised to hear that he had per¬ 
formed an act of heroism. It must have 
been a tiger, driven by hunger from the 
neighbourhood of Bagdad. 

Not long since a small caravan, which 
passed through Tidis, afforded an honour¬ 
able example of the zeal of the followers ot' 
Mahomet. The Caucasus contains a great 
number of small tribes, chiefly speaking 
diflercnt languages, and which are said to 
be the parent stock of European nations. 
Among these tribes there is one called Na^ 
gaizes, from amongst whom a party of about 
fifty men almost every year set out on a pil¬ 
grimage, through Ute deserts of Africa, to the 
tomb of ^lalmmet at Mecca.. Having no 
geographical knowledge, it may easily be 
supposed that they do not always pursue 
the shortest road, and yet they generally 
reach their destination in about one hun¬ 
dred and fifty days. These people carry 
with them tlic whole of their little proper^, 
and it is to them a source of heavenly, sa- 
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tisfactioii lo present it U> tlie priests ut 
; H'lio, in retuni, reward them with 
IjAtidkerulueiif, wliieh every person 
who lias visited the tomb al'ierwards ^vea^s 
round his head. They set a great value on 
these bandkcrdilets, which (hey cad adgi. 
I had some curiosity to enter into tonvers- 
ation with one of these ineu j hut he knew 
nothing of the way hy which he had gone, 
nor had aiiy thing occurred to liitii which 
lie conceived worthy of observation t all 
that 1 could learn was, that the lieat is there 
so great,'that in order to roast a piece of 
meat it is only neccssury lo place It on a 
stone, exposed lo ttie rays of the sun. 

All the members of the Embassy gra^ 
dually assembled at TiHis, nnd we passed 
our time in a pleasant manner. On New 
Vear’s day the Ambassador w'as agreeably 
surprisetl by a play, which w'us ably per¬ 
formed by some gentlemen of his suite. 
Several Urusians, w'ho had never before 
witn^ed any thing of the kind, laughed 
greatly at first; but they soon yawned, and 
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at last I’ell asleep. To complete the enu- 
uieratlon of our iashiouable amusenieiits I 
should add, that the same gentlemen gave 
a concert a lew days after, at wluch we had 
the satisfaction of* hearing a piano-fbrte 
from St, PetersUurgh, that liad traversed 
without injury the destrnclive roads of the 
Caucasus, 

With a view to inform the Persian go¬ 
vern me nt of our arrival, the Councillor 
MasarowUsh, anti M. de Ricard, were dis¬ 
patched to Teheran j but Oiir departure was 
still delayed, on account of the Ambassa¬ 
dor s intliapositipn, until the 17th of April, 
1817, on which day we lell Tillia, 

It will, perhaps, be agreeable to the rela¬ 
tives and connections of the gentlemen who 
accompanied the Embassy to Persia, to 
be presented with a list of its members. 
Another motive, too, induces me to commu¬ 
nicate this document to the public. The 
jouriiala ot‘ Hamburgh asserted some time 
since, that the suite of General Jermoloff 
wraa mostly composed of French olKceia; 
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ixay, they even had the ftudaeity to mention 
these by name. But, on the part of the M\^ 
si on, I may state what the list will prove, 
tliat we had not even a French cooL 

LIST OF THE EMBASSY. " 

Lfttiioij&nt-Gencfal JEitMoLOFr, AmbnssadDr Ex-- 
Lraordinar^v aad Plciii^wtuiitiary, Kaiglit CkT die Onler 
of St* Akxaftdcr-Ncwsky, of the flr^t cTews, atid qf St. 
Aon, of die firit c^ms; of the (Jnder of Military Merit 
of Biideiit of the ii«[ Eagte, qf the frnit olotir; of the 
San ADil Lioa of PersiLflii ol'tho firet cletfis; of St. Geoige 
and St. WladimLTt of the second ani) of Mari^ 

Thereat of Aitstdai of the third chiM^ 

MM. Necri nnd Sokoloff, Prlry CouncUloti, 
Comiciltorfl of Embo^^ 

Colonel jEnfcrqi,oFF, Mnr?hnl of the Enihosar. 

Counci llor KcDABAsaErFi Socr^jiry of the £mbit5i.y. 
Councillor Ricni^r^itv, Cornmis^ory mtbe Embassy- 
Counciilor MAfijiitowmif, attached lo the E^ha^* 
Miy or Kkaube, iVc^iBiirer of the Emlmscy. 

Dr* MCji.i*a£t» Pfiysidiui to the 
M. de llicAhUt 1 

M* de BonoefUKAi. I Diplomatist*^ aitached to ihc 

M* de JAnzOFF, j Enibafl^. 

Earoti RonrPt J 

Pria-ce BcKOH'JTs»f wkJ Plrincc BssiTiffPi Csptaioi 
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mi the suft; Lit^itcnonl Ppporr, iintl Lwiitenaiu the 
Count SAMPiLoFiPi AiilesHJe-Cftnip tP ihc Amhasifttior. 

To tlu? Buiic uf the Em bossy belonged Colond Iwa- 
xotr? CHplniiis MuBAW'iEfi-' und Kotxeeue ; Liicutt^ 
ilftllls IlENNXSKASJJTFf liASAKHtt^i Ptwl SUEJlUlN*^^; 
Ensigns Wojeikpff niul Latshinoff^ 

Lieutcnciiit FiMnoww^ Superinicndiiiii of Police lo 
die EralMssy; Masukoff, ot the Academy, Painter 
tfi the Eiubiiw^y; Eteutcnfliniii» SrAtiot/sii ntid Ma^we- 
jtFF, Field pigers; a Kabnrdiil Pdtice, with tight fol- 
lowoTa; M- Auf.horw* Apitlsfcary to ihe Eiubaii'j'y. 

A CotirL-^rfor. 

LioutenautB KAiABorF^ Sur^tfBitA^ Madatoffi 
Meshjrjkoff^ and LiioKiusiirf, liiicrpreltra to ibr 
^mhm^yx Mr. Sit;rctiiry PAltlsiiiLVj Maitre de Chft- 
pcllc; die TiliibiTy CouiiciUor liETA&titKSKOTs at- 
Uchecl to the (JuurL Calniitl; twcUe Awendanis, five 
Cools ^ tM‘<rnly-foor Oiennciiers* twenty-five Tegutar Cos- 
$rkcks, ^d twenty irrijgiilars; thiriy Miisiciens, and the 
Domestic* of the Genilemvn of die Embassy: mnkifig 
a iQtiit of about ihi'cc hundred jH^rsoiu- 

Ai'Uir having partaken of a splendid fere- 
well dinner at Major-General Prince Knlu* 
sotF s, and proceetled to church to implore 
the Divine Idessing on our jounie_ 3 f, the em¬ 
bassy left Tiflis in the afternoon of the 17tJi 
of April, amidst tlie ringing of IwHa, and 
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acconi pat tied by the whole population ot 
the towiu Dr, Miiller, wlu> had resided 
several years in GriislUi ntul bad seen ntauy 
a friend fall a vietiin to the plague, which 
he bad only luiraeulously escaped lihnseli, 
proposed to me to take- a sliorter road to 
Kodi; which, although it would lead os 
over a mountain difficult ofacceifa,yet a^oold 
save us fifteen wersts. Dr. ^ribel, and omr 
worthy apothecary, W'iUianis, accompanied 
us. We were repaid for the trouble ol 
ascending tbe looiintain by a fine view of 
tlie chain of the Caucasus, and the silvery 
course of the kura. In tlie evening we 
arriveil at our first halting place, Kotli, bc- 
companietl by Generals Stabl and Kniusoff, 
and several Grusian princes. The cora- 
niencement of our journey was not alto¬ 
gether inviting i the kitchen arrived late, 
and we slept under the catiopy of heaven. 
The ruins of Saganlug he on the direct 
road- from Tiflia, and are seen from Kodi. 
Saganlug is now inhabited by scorpjons 
and tarantulas, atid consists, like Kodi, 
T 3 
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of a few miserable mud liovels, which be¬ 
long to the Pdnee Arhelianoff! The Em¬ 
press Catherine was graciously pleased to 
confer the title of prince upon every noble 
of the country j and the consetjuence is* 
that there are almost as many princes as 
peasants. Had the Empress been aware of 
their number, and left them only the original 
title, as expressml by the dialect of the 
country, Russia w-ould be euemnbered witli 
a tew thousand princes the less. 

April the 18th, IBlt. — With the excepr 
tion of the Ambassador, who occasionally 
travelled in a small vehicle, on account of 
his wounded foot, nobody was allowed to 
take a carriage, for it was not precisely 
known whether the roads in Persia would 
admit of this mode of travelling; when we 
afterwards convinced ourselves of their 
being passable to carriages, it was too late 
to correct our error. This day’s march was 
to Emir-AivasU, situated on the river Hram. 
An oppressive sun, and swarms of insects, 
greeted us in the morning. In the middle 


JOtfHNETf TO FF.tlSlA* 


71 


of this journey wc crossed the rivcc 

Alget, by a stone bridge, of great antic^uity. 
The inliabitants neither know when nor by 
whom it was built i it was, probably, con¬ 
structed by the Romans, during some pe¬ 
riod of their extended conqueata. 'Hie 
Bartohaliiiish mountains lay bctbre us, co¬ 
vered with SDOW ; on the right, a castle of 
consitlerablc ntagnkude, naititxl KolagiTi, 
where the air is said to be so unhealthy, 
that both man and beast fall victims to its 
baneful influence. The passage of the 
Hram is not altogether free from danger; 
tiic water readied to the bellies ol' the 
horses; and it was found necessary to sta¬ 
tion a number of men across the fo , to 
assist us over, as a step on either side would 
have been attended with fatal consequence^ 
Thauk Heaven, no accident occurred; and 
we readied the eucatiipmcnt that waa pre¬ 
pared for ua. It consisted of Tartar cabins, 
which are seini-giobular baskets, liaving a 
small opening in front, and covered with 
matting, to protect them from rain. Even 
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If H viilugii 1i:u] liecn cto^e to Ufi, we should 
have preferred to siciep in one of these 
kibitkas, aa they are called^ ratiier than In 
the execrably HIthy houses of the Tartars. 
W^hile we were at (liiitier, eiicaTii|>e(l under 
the shade of n tree, an iiiijuisitlve Tartar 
came to us, with a curious monkey, which 
performetl live usual common tricks, hut 
which, from its long grey liair and l>are 
rump, appoared to me to he of a rare 
species. 

The 19th. — General Stahl, the Civil 
Governor of Grusia, and General Kutiisoff, 
who, together with several Gruslan princes, 
Itad accompanied us thus far, leit us, to re¬ 
turn to Tidis. Several villages, and ruins 
of ancient ca-stles, einbcllishe<l the fine 
vievrs of this day’s march, 'I'he road wan¬ 
ders through pleasant thickets, and leads us 
to a plain, skirted by a w’ood, where the 
Grusiai) army la encamped during summer, 
to avoid the burning lieat of Tiflis. Wc 
also pitdied our tents in the shade, near a 
murmuring stream; and in the mean while 
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the kitcheft was iaid out* and dinner ivas 
soon served. From this place the country 
became still more romantic: a road, lead¬ 
ing to the copper ’mines, branches on 
the left, to shady mountains, ’d e pro- 
ceedetl straight onwards to the bridge ot 
AchkfTpi, at the foot of the mountain of 
Achseljejuk, where our kibitkus were tir- 
niuged Ibr our reception. I^ofty trees, 
throwing around an awful darkness, echoed 
back our voices, which re-echoed ni mul¬ 
tiplied reverberations througliout the val¬ 
ley. 

The 20tht - If the fine views, which we 
saw ycster<lav, were calculated* to inspire 
us with the liiglicst delight, nature tcMiay 
also presented to us some of* her moat ma¬ 
gical productions. On leaving the encamp¬ 
ment, the road gradually w'ound itself up 
the great mountain of Achsebejuk- The 
tlftckness of Uie forest at first confines Uie 
eve to the olyects that are immedintel^' 
within its range; but the sombre hue clears 
up by degrees, and .we eater a good broad 
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roacl, skirting a picturesque precipice^ that 
expands iiito numerous valleys. Continuing 
to proceed thus tor a while* we arrive at an 
avenuCi beautifully formed by. nature, end¬ 
ing on the summit of a height, from whence 
we could distinguish the mountains ot Tiflis, 
the Caucasus, and all the places where we 
had previously pitched our tents. Nu¬ 
merous rivers wind in difFereot directions, 
and then vanish in the boundless blue ho- 
riiion. The Ambassador observed truly; — 
** We see a great extent of country, and yet 
it is nothing in comparison with the stu¬ 
pendous empire ruletl by one fwort.” The 
idea is truly great j and, in after ages, 
the existence of such an immense power 
will, perhaps, be looked upon m fabulous. 
We bade farewell to the Caucasus, the par¬ 
tition wall of our country, and left this hea-^ 
venly place with feelings of regret. The 
road wanders through Uiickets, along a 
beautiful ridge of the mountain. At last 
we readied its highest summit: the for^ 
here became thinner, and soon disappeared 
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aJtc^ciber. Two moimtams of granite sud¬ 
denly rise in the way, leaving only a narrow 
passage, tli rough which blows a coittinual 
and dreadful wind. The mountain itself 
hfls derived its nBiiie ironi this enirance to 
the abode of Sfltanj Achisebejuk^ sEgniljp'ingT 
in the Tartar language, gretU moutlu Tra- 
vellera should, however, take care how they 
make mouths here; the wind has such 
power, that men and horses can scarcely 
stagger through the passage. I never ex¬ 
perienced a more violent gale, except in 
the sea of Japan, where we had a hurricane 
diat snappted the rigging of our ship. In 
coming out ol‘ tliis way, the road descends 
very steep Into the valley. The country is 
nakeil, very cold, and our night-quarters 
are bad. 

The 21st. —(Jur way took us through a 
beautiful awl extensive valley to the river 
Kameimja, which has a terriec appearance. 
Its banks are lined by dark brown rocks of 
<rrantte, rising perpendicularly to the height 
of forty fathoms. The de^t to the bridge 
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is bj tt iiteep passage, enciimbeted witli 
great masses of stone, so that It was found 
necessary to carry every article of our bag¬ 
gage; a manual operation which consumed 
four hours. Tfiis passage liiis been burst 
open by tneana of g an powder. It has re¬ 
quired much exertion to bring it even into 
its present condition, and any further im- 
provenienL would be attended vvltli great ex¬ 
pense. A striking contrast to these rocks, 
which secin to defy' the ravages of time, is 
afibrde<] by the adjoining ruins of Lori, the 
ancient capital oi' Armenia minor, which 
formerly contained six thoiisaiid houses, 
gave an asylum to kings, and is said to have 
stood out during a siege of seven years. 
Tliirty houses only now remain. In general 
there are uumcrous relics of Armenian 
greatness still extant; the nation has been 
scutteretl over the world; and its remains 
have united themselves to the GrusTans, 
who treat them unmercifully. The siting 
tion of tlie country, and the different direc¬ 
tions of the chains of mountains, produce 
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such Soca^ varieties of climate in GriisSn, 
that it is not impossible to enjoy in one 
day the four seasons of the year. At night 
we were exposed to the cold of winter, tra¬ 
velled during the day in the warmth ol 
summer, and met with th® animating fresh¬ 
ness of sjjring on reaching the foot of the 
mountain of Bcsahdal. 

The 2iJd.—The road leads up the moun- 
taiti. Below we left blooming trees, warl^ 
ling birds, and verdant fields ; but on ap¬ 
proaching the summit nature gradually dies 
away, the trees are naked, the grass is yel¬ 
low : patches of snow here and there cover 
the* ground, and a piercing wind makes us 
shiver with cold. Thank Heaven we reach 
the summit, and are glad to descend, even by 
a dangerous path of several worsts, freiioent- 
]y crossing a rivulet Afttn- travelling thus 
for an hour, wc throw off our clokes, spring 
returns, and fragrant breezes greet us as we 
proceed. Tfic river Bambak and its bridge 
soon become visible, and at a distance, the 
church of the little town of Karaklissa, sur- 
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rounded by niountainN, covered vvilh lofty 
fir trees. This town derived its name from 
Kara (black)j and Klissa (church). The 
church is still extant. 

Although this place ties in lat. 40", the cti- 
mateis the same as that of meridional ft ussia. 
It is celebrated for its fine trouts, and its 
honey. The troops have contrived to quar¬ 
ter themselves here so comfortably, that one 
forgets that it is a Tartar town. The ac- 
commod at ion which we enjoyed, rather than 
the fatigues of our joumey, induced the 
Ambassador to rest here two days; for we 
could not expect to find similar quarters 
either in Grusia or in Persia. 

The 25th.^After having recruited our¬ 
selves at KarakJissa, we marched on to, the 
Armenian village of Bekanti- And here I 
should mention that a direct aiid nearer 
road runs across the mountains to Erivan; 
but as these were covered with much snow, 
and as no vUJage is to be met with during a 
joumey oi three days, the Ambassador pre¬ 
ferred the longer but better road through 
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Gumri. On leaving Karaklisao, it range;} 
among tliicketH along the river Bambak, 
which it eroaaes several times. About mi<l- 
WAy there is a large cave» which frequently 
affi>rds aheiier for the night to traveltersi 
and even herds of cattle. The river Hows 
near its entrance with a loud noise, which 
is awfully reechoed in the cavern* How 
indeed should tliis spot be otherwise than 
awful ] Traveller, arrest thy progress, and 
uncover thyself with reverence! Pass not 
unheeded the simple tomb of marble which 
records the name-of a hero, whose exploits 
have ensured immortality to bis raeraoiy! 
Yonder white cross marks tlie spot where 
his reniaina are interred* 

In the year 1805, duiiiig the war between 
Russia and Persia, the commander-io-diief 
of Griisia, Prince Sizianoff, ■ who was 
treacherously asaassinatetl by the Persians, 
was besieging the fortress ol Hrivan, tlie 
numbers of whose garrison equalled, those 
of the Russian army* The Persians, led oti 
in person by the heir to the throne, came to 
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the relief of the place* and by a rapid iiio^'e- 
ment surrounding the position of the 
Russians, besit^ed them in their turn, 'five _ 
situation of the latter was perhaps more cri¬ 
tical than that of Prince Eugene* umler the 
walls of Belgrade. Sirelaiioff nnule the ne¬ 
cessary dispositions to dctcinl himself: the 
Persians could make no impression oil him, 
and lie did not even alter his plan of attack. 
At last, however, lie liegaa to suffer from a 
scarcity of provisions ; and itbctauie neces¬ 
sary to draw supplies from Kantklissa, which* 
although at the distance of ItiO wersts* was 
his nearest depot. As his whole army con¬ 
sisted only of a tew thousand men, he could 
not weaken it by detaching a large body. 
He therefore selected the brave Colonel 
Montresor, and gave him two liundred 
grenadiers and a field-piece, with orders to 
fight Ills R'ay to Karaklissa* and return to 
the army with provisions and reinforce* 
ments. Alontresor passed the Persian line 
during the night* and by daivn of day had 
consiilerably got the start of the enemy ; 
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and altitou»h lie was pur$ued by a Strung 
body of Persians,amounting to xcvcral (hon^ 
sand men, yet be retreated with so .niucli 
ability, that he repelled their attacks 
throughout the whole of that day. In the 
night he gained a small height, whidi he 
speedily intrenched with stones, so as to 
secure the position against surprise. Early 
on the following morning he fouglit his way 
through the Persians wlio had already sur¬ 
rounded him, and continued to eftecthis re¬ 
treat ; but on .'iceoniit of tlie continual skir¬ 
mishing, lie found it impossible to get be¬ 
yond this unlucky cave. It was evening 
when he posted himself here, and he learn¬ 
ed that his men had only one round of 
am mun ition le It. To add to h i s m isfort uncs, 
a Tartar deserted to the Persians in the 
night, and acquainted them witlt liis iles- 
perate situation. The Persians, informcil 
that they had only one discharge of mus¬ 
ket^ to receive, overwhelmed tlie little 
band of heroes on all sides, .and soon cut 
them down. la the m^i time, the firing 
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had been heard at Karaklissa, and a body of 
troops was dispatched bo the assistance of 
tbeircountrymen^—bat they arrived too late. 
Thus fell Montresor, with the laurels of 
victory almost within hb grasp * 
modest tomb is encircled by the graves of 
his brave companious in arnts. 

In the wars with the Persians moat heroic 
exploits have been performed, which add 
lustre to the Russian name; and 1 know not 
wliy tJiey should have been hitherto con¬ 
cealed from the world, while in every otlier 
country they would have been retailed, and 
dwelled upon to disgusting excess, by every 
newspaper. 1 esteem myself fortunate in 
being the first to record two heroic acts, 
which are confirmed by the testimony of 
the whole Gmsioii army, and tlie authors 
of which are slUl alive. 

In the year 1805, Major (now Major- 
General) LUanewitsh commanded a de¬ 
tach men t of two hundred men and one gum 
Attacked by an advanced body ot ten thou¬ 
sand Persians under the command of Per- 
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ciili-Chaa, he maintained himself for several 
hours on the Araxes } and keepin|' up a run- 
nin« fight during liis retreat, safely rench^ 
ed the fortress of Shusham the evening. 
Ttie Persiuiis still call liim DeUi Mujort the 
mail AInjor. 

Another more desperate , exploit was 
performed during the same year. Colonel 
Karegin commanded a detachment of six 
hundred men with a field piece, and Alajor 
Kollerefsky was serving under hts com« 
mand. 1 am stating the fads as they were 
related* to me by men of un quest ion able 
veracity, and therefore t cannot do other* 
wise than ascrihe tlie merit of this action 
exclusively to Major (noiv Alajor-Gcneral) 
Kollerefsky, although he acted uuder Co* 
lonel Karegin’s orders. This tletachment 
was attacked ljy tliirty tliousaiul men, eom- 
maode d by the heir to the throne, Abbas 
Miraa, in person. They Ibught during three 
days in tivc church-yard of the vill^ of 
Askeran, deriving some protection from the 
tombs and high grave-stones. They had 
o 2 
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no waterj anti were obliged, to fight nightly 
for a supply. During tlic third night. 
Colonel Karegiiij leaving behind a drum¬ 
mer and a few sentries, with orders to drum 
and give the challenge the whole night, 
effected the retreat ot his detacliment un¬ 
observed by the enemy ; and after a forced 
march, took by a covp de main the fortress 
of ShnclibuJaeh, in possession of which lie 
set the w'hole Persian army at defiance. 
At dawn of day the brave drummer and 
his comrades were cut to pieces.^ To 
crown this enterprise, freneral SiEiaiioff* 

■ The narrmi ve of ihi* niilitBry ejiiplok tloes not cxpbin 
the purtituiur bhnrc which Mctjoir KoilpicJahy had m It. 
Perbnps Iscjwcvct the Butho-r Iciivefs it to bo iindcr- 

MCKid, Quit it was tlie Major who planned iho cntiM|)rife, 
while the Colotid frimply dirm«i it's txccuiion.—In 
this Case, hh priiise of KEidcrefsh j h&iS not been incOAut^d 
by the respect which every soldier owes to the severe 
but nccttMiy rules of military suburdinatiuo. Allowitig 
diet the Major advised die enU?r|jri«?, ft-di ColoDct 
Karcgin wm Qie respousiblc ofliecr^ done aceouiilablc 
to his Buvereign for the safety of the troops tOJiHdod to 
his carej and as it cannot be denied that he afone wontd 
bav^c incurred the blame aliciidsiit upon tbe failure of o 
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with twelve hundred men and a few guns, 
111 arched against Abbas Mirza, and totally de¬ 
feated him. The king, who was on this aide 
of the Araxes, at the head of a large army, 
retreated across the river ivitli the tit most pre¬ 
cipitation, and even destroyed the beautifid 
bridge of Huderapin, which still lievin ruins. 
In Persia, the name of SizianoSf is still used 
as the talisman of terror to children ! It 
should, how'ever, be remeiiibered that (he 
Persians liad, properly s[}eaking, no artillery 
at that period: they generally used small 
swivels, whiclt were hxedon camels. 

Alter iiaving rested a vrliileat the cave of 
the unfortunate Alontresor, we continue] our 
marcli, andhaving passed through the village 
of Amamli reached Bekanti in the evening, 
in the midst of a sliower of rain. Here, toe, 
upon an adjoining height, we saw amiserable 
fort, in which one hundred and fifty men 
with only one gun defended tliemselves 

rasb vutciprisc, U ^(n« sJnguiar that tbc wUii^r iihoiild 
itudioiuly lucribv to the subonliiute officer ibe whole 
nicrtt of it's sacce«rul hsuIl— TVafuta/or. 
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» division of tlic enemy six tliousand 
men strong, vvho nttt only couk) not injure 
the fort, lint could not even annoy the inlia- 
bitantSf who together with their eattEe Ixad 
taken refuge under Jt*K walls. Notwith¬ 
standing it continued to rain, w'e preferred 
encamping in the open held, to sleeping In 
tlie mud hovels of the place, where we 
should have been eaten up by vermin. 

The ^6tti.—A bleak and dreary valley 
leads to the fortress of Guniri, where the 
limits of the three coutitrics of Bussia, 
Turkey, and Persia join. From Karuklissa 
we saw no more trees, the want of which 
produces a tiresome sameness. From the 
road I ohser^'ed the peasatjtry working 
in die heids: their ploughs are drawn 
with great difficulty by ten oxen, the 
ground here being liartl VMiile at their 
work, tiieysing in a style of the most discor¬ 
dant harsimess. Instead ol harrowing in tfie 
modt: practised in our own country, they 
merely drag over the ground a large branch 
of a tree, upon which a whole farnily is fre- 


-TOUHNEY to PERSIA, 


87 


cjuentlj seen sitting at a time.—Fhe Am- 
bassador's indisposition^ and the badness ot' 
the roods, have detained us here three 
days. Ft aiiowa continually. The theimo- 
meter is 2" above the Ireezing point, and 1 
am told that in a Few days there will be an 
increase of 25’ of temperatiiTc. The dwell¬ 
ing-houses of the inhabitants are wretch¬ 
ed : they have converted the remains of an 
old church into a hay-shed. The climate 
Is said to be tiealthier than that oF' any 
other place In Grusia. 1 have no wish to 
dispute the fact; but we were very glad to be 
saved the trouble of ascertaining it’s correct¬ 
ness from any further personal experience. 

The 29th. —We proceeded on our journey 
this day with very tavouTable weather. The 
road Follows the course of the river Aparts- 
hai. On tlic lefl lay the high mountain of 
Alages, at the foot of which we perceived, 
in the distance, another pointed mountain, 
l>ehind which the snowy summit of the 
celebrated Mount Ararat greyed bs awhile, 
and then immediately disappeared. The 
G 4 
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weatliec was very warm. At mid-way we 
halted, and jiUchcd our tents on the banks 
of the river. Here the Kabnrdln prince 
shot II pelican, ol' .enormous size. IVom 
carelessness in the first instance, and after- 
H'arils from tvantouneas, we set fire to the 
jj^rass, whiclt is never cut here j the whole 
field was soon in flames, and the smoke 
coinpelletl us to shift our quarters. This is 
fretiuently done designedly tn this country, 
Hs the grass grows much finer aftcrw'ards. 
Karly in the afiernoon we reached the 
quarters that find been jirepared for us at 
the caravansaray of Shirptilii. Caravan- 
sarays are buildings wliicli were formerly 
erected ibr the accommodation of' travel¬ 
ling merchants: they are so capacious, that 
whole caravans, together with tlieir horses 
and all their Mpiipments, find shelter w ithin 
tJjeir walls. They are all built of solid 
stone, and the architecture of many Is of a 
handsome style. The caravansaray of Shir- 
pulu is 60 old, that it is no longer remem¬ 
bered when it was built. Nor is it known 
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to what period should be assigiicd the date 
ol’the coiistractioii of the adjoining wonder¬ 
ful bridge, vvliich espaiuls in one ardi over 
the Apartshai, svlioae bunks rise here per¬ 
pend tcularlj’ to the licight of twenty fa¬ 
thoms. Unfortunately an earthquake has 
throivn down the eentre of the arch, anil 
the two nnitllated enda urti all that remain 
of it; but theae fully show, that the arch 
must have been very high. In an adjoin¬ 
ing ehureh-yard we. found grai'e-stones, the 
inscriptions on winch referred back to more 
than ten centuries, and proved that the 
place must have beeji ijihabited by Arme- 
nians. During the night we dug up a 
atone» upon which tlie name of AlcKander 
was iiiseribed. Skulls and bones, of very 
large dimensions, were found, whidi had 
remained uudisturbcil above a thousand 
years. At ten worsts from this place lie 
the ruins of-the city of Anna, the . ancient 
capital of Armenia major, once the resi¬ 
dence of a brilliant court* The sovereigns 
of Greece otiten resided here; and the fate 
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of whole nations has not unfrequently been 
decided within its walls' N^ow> only ten 
tamilies Jive therct although its circumfc^ 
rence exceeds eight werats. Here and 
there broken remains of its w'alls are found; 
the ruiiis of numerous churches, and the 
vestiges of palaces, are still seen. Earth¬ 
quakes have contpletcfl the work of destruc¬ 
tion begun by the Persians.—^Towards the 
evening we received the visit of a Turkisli 
officer, who was sent by the Pashaw Alt, 
from the towTi of Kars, to compliment the 
Ambassador, and express hi a wishes that 
we might have a Ibrtimate journey. As 
timPashaw exercises the cliief command of 
the frontier provinces, and, unlike his pre¬ 
decessors, enforces the strict maintenance 
of order, his officer was received by the 
Ambassador with great distinction, and dis¬ 
missed with a costly present. To-morrow 
we enter the Persian territory. An officer 
has already been here, to ascertain pie^ 
dsely the number of persons and horses, 
in order to make preparations for us ac¬ 
cordingly. 
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The — W'e left the river ApartsJiai 
far on our right : the road Jeads tJirough a 
desolate eoiiiitrj. This is the Persiau fron¬ 
tier, On our wftj we met Asker-Chan, 
formerly umhassadornt Paris, accompanied 
by several thousand liorsemeti, wiio came 
to welcome the Anihassndor in the name of 
the Kijig, imd at the same time to announce 
dial he was appointed niemandar to the 
Embassy. A memandar is a functionary 
charged to receive an embassy, or a person 
of distinction, ami to provide for their 
maintenance, and wants. The Persian 
government could, certainly, not show a 
greater mark of civility than that of ap, 
pointing to the Russian Embassy a meman- 
dar who had himself tilled die station of 
ambassador plentpotendary. Asker-Chau 
is a man advanced in years: he long ago 
held the chief command of the Persian 
army. He liad been well received at Paris 
by Napoleon, He speaks a few words of 
French. The Ambassador, out of respect 
for Ihe advaiicetl sge and high stations 
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whtcli Asker'Chan had HI led} treated hlti) 
H'ith marked atteritioji durinjr the whole pe¬ 
riod of oitr stay in Ferda; and would never 
consent that tJie Ghan should exercise all 
those duties which are among the functioDs 
of a meinandar. Those minor offices were 
peribrmed by hts nephew, Najar-Alibek, 
who had accompanied him to Paris, an<l 
who spoke a Utde more of the French lan¬ 
guage. Najar-Alibek won the affectionate 
regard of every member of the Embassy 
by his civility j and still more, by his uni¬ 
form candour and sincerity: qualities which 
are truly rare among the Persians. 

AfWr the ceremony of mutually compli¬ 
menting each other bad been gone through, 
Asker-Chan’a cavalry formed a circle round 
us, and we marched on. As we proceeded, 
the Persians performed, according to custom, 
various evolutions of cavalry; wh ich consist¬ 
ed in skirmishing, pursuing, and attacking 
each other with the lance, and similar ina- 
nceuvres, which, however, were not meant to 
divert us, but were intended as distiuguTshed 
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honours.^ Iii tlits manner we at last readied 
Taline, vvliere the finest prospect openeil to 
our view. The plain of the province of 
Erivan laj extended before us, bounded bjr 
the river Araxes; the two mountains of 
Ararat rase in the blue horizon, in colossal 
majesty. Vouthful impressions ever exer¬ 
cise a lively iiiHuenee on the imagination: 
the sight of Mount Ararat instantly recalled 
to our minds the history of Noalts ark 
resting on its summit, and of the animals 

* llw ^mecus-toni exists ixi Moiwco^ 5dm cy ears 
n BritiHli juubossador to tbe EiTipefc^r of Morocco was hc^ 
an hh progress to ibe imperial residpjiocv wkli bo- 
noora siDiilar totbd^ie de^cribetl by Aiitbar^ Or tlie 
boiinilEiry orcrvery province the whole cavalry of the t\i9- 
crict was drawn out tq receive liig Excellericjv wbobjid 
repeatedly to undergo, under ah umingsun, the task of ftp* 
pearing delighted with these irksome nnJ cveJi ilangcmus 
iioiioLirt^j for it seema that tn Morocco tbo tHAji'tcr of the 
cereniqinefi will not bo »AtMcd with any thi ng short of the 
rjch fTfronneur; and that lieti in tlio excew of skid 'cu: 
the part of the horsemenj which c<mdst4 in gaJfopiqg op 
clove to die gunbaBsodorial cftvfdcadc, and Aiuniiing t|ioir 
ears by the d^harge of pistols, aceqmpiytied by their 
own barborotw TransiaioF^ 
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walking forth in couples from this very 
poiutf to distribute tlicniselvcs over the 
earth. Witli what fervour must he have 
returned thanks to God for his wonderful 
preservation, when he descended from this 
high mountain into the plain where he was 
to settle! A spot is still shown, where 
Noah is said to have planted the first vine. 
Times have altogether changed: after many 
fruitless attempts, it has been found im¬ 
possible to ascend more than lialf way up 
the mountain: it is there covered with 
eternal snow, and tapers into the form of a 
sugar-loaf! On the summit there h a spot. 
Which is said never to be covered wdth 
snow: some pious Christians maintain that 
ft is the ark itself ^ others, less devout, as^ 
seft that it is only the place on which the 
ark rested. VVe found Persian tents pitched 
at Taline; one of which was peculiarly 
splendid, and laid out with carpets. Re¬ 
freshments were offered to the iVmbassador 
and tlic mission assembled under its roof 
These consisted of a quantity of unpulatc- 
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able confectionary, and sherbet, a beverage 
composed of water, sugar, and acid; which, 
altliough it has not n bful taste, particularly 
ill wann weather, when U is iced, y et cannot 
be compared to Kuropean lemonade. After 
many compliments on both sides our me- 
mandar wished us gootl night, and we slept 
fur the first time on Persian ground. Taline 
is a Tartar village, with a casUc built a thou¬ 
sand years ago, which has the following 
singular inscription on its wall:—^ An 
unhappy father bequeaths this castle, as his 
iavourite residence, to his happy son. * 


The Ut of May. — Ttie weather was per¬ 
ceptibly warmer during the night than it 
had hitherto been. This day’s march will 
take us into the plain. The Cossack Ge¬ 
neral Sisajeff, and several other officers who 
had accompauied us thus far, returned to 
Gumri, and we proceeded without their 
protection on our journey, -the day was 
very hot; and the ground being stony, 
our march, for several hours, was very 
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troubiesome. Some great convukions of 
nature must have formerly taken place 
here; for, as far as the eye can veacliT the 
ground Is so thickly strewed witfi large and 
small stonest that a lairse has dlfHculty iu 
crossing iL Tills dreary sight vanished after 
some time; and the plain of Erii'an, to¬ 
gether with Mount Ararat) oflered theni- 
aelves to our view w'ith increasing interesL 
But how shall 1 describe the pleasing emo¬ 
tion which rose within uS) on suddenly dis¬ 
covering, after a fatiguing journey in the 
land of the Moslems, the towers and walls 
of a splendid convent! It is the celebrated 
Jatshmfasjn, the residence of the Arme¬ 
nian patriarchs,—a defenceless lamb among 
wolves. This sacred abode has, during 
the last fifteen hundred years, bid defiance 
to war« and its destructive consequences, 
nothing could shake it, nor, during tlii.s long 
period, divert Its inhabitants for a single 
day from the pious occupalion of prayer. 
Tlie venerable patriarcli Eirenikam) sur¬ 
rounded by the priesthood, advanced in 


JOCnWEV TO I’EliSIA. 


97 


person to meet tLe Ambossiiilor, ami taking 
tiisExceilencv by the hand, k‘d him, nmidst 
the ringing of beIJs, nrul the acel filiation a 
ot the Armenian people collected from thfr 
neiglibourhood, to the residence which hail 
been prepnretl for liim. 

We were all conducted to neat and clean 
apartmc'nts, such ns we Imd long been dc^ 
priced olj and sJiall not again meet with 
during the wliole journe}'/ At a splendid 
Slipper such wine was placed before ns, as 
Jullv coitviiiced me that ok! fatber Noah 
must have planteil the first vineyard here. 
We learned with delight, that we were to 
remain a day at this place. 

The convent of .latabmiaslni which, in 
the Armenian language, signihes ** Descent 
of tlie Son of tiod,'' Is a splendid edifice. 
It consists of several courts, which ape 
[>aved with fiag-stones, and planted with 
handsome trees; and in some of which 
are basins of water,- and ■ fountains, af¬ 
fording cool and agreeable walks during 
the heat of tlie weather. Tlie style of Us 
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arclilbectiirt* is lialt turopean and ball 
Asiatic; but it is goodjattd adapted to pur¬ 
poses’ of utility. Tbe old churcbf in the 
centre of the convent, wliidi hiis stood 
during fifteen Imndred years, is of rare and 
beautiful architecture, combining gran¬ 
deur with simplicity. It was built by Sl 
G regorius, the founder of the oouvent, 
on tlie spot where he witnessed the 
descent of tlie Holy Ghost. He is said 
to have several times attempted to ascend 
Mount Ararat, with a view to obtain a 
fragment of Noah’s ark, but in vain ; at 
la^t the Almighty conveyed to him, in a 
dream, the object of his desire, wUicli is 
RtiU preserved! Immense treasures have 
been collected here, from various parts of 
the world; for it is only at this place that 
ap Armenian can purchase the holy oint.* 
ment, as the patriarch in person, together 
witli twelve bishops, must be present at its 
preparation, and it Is in this convent alone, 
which contains three hundred priests, that 
that number of dignitaries can be Ibund 
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collected together. TJie uilluges belonging 
to Jutfliimlasin are deserving of notice, 
froni their affluence. Intlced there would 
long since have been a nourishing town 
here, if the Persian government had not 
permitted the governor of the province of 
Erl van to plunder the convent at Ins plea¬ 
sure. I feel convinced that the King, who 
has a great and honourable mind, is igno¬ 
rant of the conduct of this monster, or he 
would, before now, have freed the poor in¬ 
habitants of the district from his capricTons 
tyrannv. This satrap has, during his go¬ 
vernment, amassed enorinoii-i! wealth, winch 
he is now too old to enjoy. Me still, liow- 
ever, continues to plunder the people from 
habit, and the convent from real heartfelt , 
satisfactionHe carries the system so far, 
that he compels the convent to pay a large 
sum, whenever he hears that a Christian 
traveller lias passed the night there! iVhat 
must not these people have suffered, on 
account of their hospitality to us! He is 
not ashamed to say, “ These dogs at Jatsh' 
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inmsin are glad when tliey can entertain a 
new Christian comer; they have the plea¬ 
sure; T will have the money'/’ AVhen he 
is at a loss to find a pretext for his almost 
dally exact ions, he arranges a hunting party 
from Erivan, and visits the convent on his 
way* This honour must be dearly paid 
for. ilany of his favourites, who can pro¬ 
cure wine no where else, establish them¬ 
selves there for weeks together, in order 
that they may riot in drunkenness, which 
their religion expressly forbids. If every 
want be not provitled for, they threaten to 
make lalse reports to the governor, w'ho, of 
course, would immediately levy pecuniary 
contributions! Thus the sanctuary of Ar¬ 
menian Christendom is continually exposed 
to the tyraniiical exactions of a contemptible 
man, who is, at the .same time, the most 
notorious drunkard in the province. The 
poor patriarch is much grieved to see the 
donations*or pious Christians daily squan¬ 
dered away on such unworthy pinposes. It 
has been already found necessary to en- 
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croach upon the ancient funds of the con¬ 
vent, to meet the current expenditure; but 
all its members are resolved to suffer with 
patience, and never, even if their resources 
should become exhausted, to abandon this 
sacred abode, whilst Goil grants them 
strength and fbrtitTidc. ft was from a con¬ 
sideration of these circumstances, that on 
the return of tlie Embaasy General .lermo- 
loff decidcfl to take another road, and not 
revisit Jatahmiasin. 

The second tlay of our stay liere, divine 
service was performed out of compliment 
to VIS: the pairiarcli, who was present on 
the occasion, made a very appropriate 
speech ; and the ecclesiastics wept aloud 
for Joy, to see amongst them so .many 
brethren of their faith. We were alt greatly 
affected; and the venerable patriarch was 
himself so much moved, that he could 
scarcely finislt his address. The whole con¬ 
cluded with a prayer, in which the names 
of Alexander and Fet-Ali-Shah (the King 
of Persia) sounded rather singularly toge- 
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ther. When the service was over, we kisaeil 
the hands ot' St, Gregorius and Jacob ; also 
the spear which liad pierced the body of our 
SavHiur, Annexed to these sacred relics 
there w'as suspended} by a golden chain, a 
fragment of Noah’s ark, of which small 
pieces could formerly be purchasetl, an in¬ 
dulgence which has now become a matter 
of great difficulty- The holy spear, oi 
which the patriarch presented ns all with 
impressions in wax, as tokens of remem¬ 
brance, has been frequently carried to 
Grusia during the plague, where, of course, 
it performed miracles- On leaving tiie 
church, we were all presented, individually, 
to the patriarch, and permitted to kjsa 
hands- A grand dinner followed, at which 
he w'as not present. Our band of music 
played; Christians and Moslems listened 
with delight, and every one was much 
pleased. We ail remember with gratitude 
our reception at Jutshmiaain. 

The Sd of May. <—With the blessing of 
the patriarch we letl the convent in the 
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afternoon^ tlie bells toUing clolefuUj. On 
the road between .fatsh in iasin and Brivatj, 
Haasaii-CJian, brother to the commander of 
the province, advanced at the head of four 
thousand cavolryt to .meet the Ambassador. 
'Die greater part of the troops consisted of 
Kurdins, who arc known to be a very bravo 
people, serving in Persian pay. The Ge- 
neral galloped up and down the front of the 
line. It was a singular sight. The horses 
were hne, and even richly equipped. Tlie 
men, particularly-the Kurdins, looked at a 
distance like disorderly old women : they 
stoop very much when on horseback; are 
covered with a quantity of silks of various 
hues; and their heads also are wrapped 
in a very awkward manner, in cloths of all 
colours, the ends of which are gaudily 
fringed. Under this ridiculous head-dress 
peeps forth a swarthy moustached face, 
compared to which, tliat of the faTnoua 
Abeiiino was beauty itself The whole 
line growled most frightfully, and their dis¬ 
cordant noise was relieved by two small 
H 4 
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kcLtl^lrums, and several squeaking ijles. 
Tlieiv prindpal weapon Is a I ante of cane, 
liike the rersUms, they jiursued each other, 
and with great skill hit tlieir adversaries in 
full gallop. TJ»eir muskets, pisUrls, and 
sabres, are made of extraordinarily tine iron; 
they caji load with great ifiikkiiess whilst 
at fuU speed, aud tre<|uenily hit their mark. 
After tlie Ambassador ha<l said much to 
riassan-Chan in their praise, tlie troops 
Jbrmetl a circle, and we went forward with 
the visual mameuvres. Not tar from tiic 
river Sanga a dreadlul shower overtook ns, 
* which was the more uuwelcoute, as wc Jiatl 
our gnifl unitbrms on, and intended to make 
a. solemn entrauce, with music, into Erivan. 
fn crossing the Sanga, wtiicb, although not 
very broad, is deep and rapid, reaching even 
to the horses^ bellies at the tbrd, 1 did not 
expect that we' should get over without 
some accident; but the passage wat> happily 
e|tected by all, .with the exception of a Per¬ 
sian, whose horse, through weakness, was 
instantlj swept away, wltli his rider, by the 
torrent. 
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A corps of two thouHuncl sarbases (ri^ular 
infantry), togctfver with six pieces of hoi*e- 
artillery, were drawn out under the walls of 
tlie fortress of Erl van. On tlie approach ot 
llie Ambassador, the troops presented arms, 
the drums lieaU and fifes played the English 
national air of GuH nave tlit King r WcU 
fx>me, in Persia, thou old aci[tiaiiitaiice I In 
the middle of the line the surdar (comnian- 
der-iu-cliief) of Erivan.Hiissein-KuU-Cban, 
advanced on horseback to meet ua. This 
is the tyrant of Jatshiniaain, He was pro- 
cedetl by six ruimuig Ibotmen, rather richly 
clothed, and by an officer, carrying on his 
shoulder u silver axe, the emblem of the 
sardar’s ]jowiir over life and death. A 
number of Persians, richly dressed, ibl- 
lowed. He had on a shawl-dress j Hs 
turban also was fonned of shawb; his dagger 
was ornameiited with diamonds, and the 
trappings of Ids horse were of gold. The 
iVmbassatlor offered him Ins hand; compli¬ 
ments were mutually exchanged; and the 
sardar took his leave, charging his brother 
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with the ceremony ol* conducting ns l\ir- 
ther. The inhnbltants were at! surprised, 
that tills haughty man should have conde~ 
acendcil to advance out of the walls of the 
fortress, to meet any individual but the 
King iiiniself It was on that very account, 
however, that the Ambassador bad lirinly 
insisted upon bis performance of‘ that cere¬ 
mony- and, os fate W'OuM have it, he was, 
perhaps for the first time in his life, tho¬ 
roughly drenched with rain. In the mean 
time his brother conducted us to the house 
tlmt had been prepared for the reception of 
tlie Ambassador, and discharges of artillery 
announced our arrival. The liouse con¬ 
sisted only of three apartments, and lodg¬ 
ings w'eie allotted to ns in the neighbour¬ 
hood. 

The houses in Persia are very slightly 
constructed, and generally consist of but a 
few rooms, mostly open towards the north; 
tltat is to say, instead of a wall tliere is a large 
wlndoiv, with panes of variegated colours. It 
is shut during the ntgbt, but left open during 
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llie iliij. Ill the rooms are a number of 
eornices and niches, which the poor people 
generaUy paint white, but the rich decorate 
with beantihil flowers and gilding* In 
every room there is a chimney-piece, ge¬ 
nerally opposite the window: tlie floor is of 
stone, and covered with carpets by the at- 
iluent, and mats by the poor* Such, in a 
lew words, la Uie description of Persian 
houses. Their rooms are provided neither 
with chairs, tables, mirrors, nor any article 

of furniture wliutever.—Tlie Persians sit 

cross-ieggetl on die ground: they leave their 
slippers at the doors of the apartments 
Their meals are sened upon traya; and if 
a gentleman does not retire for the night 
U)\is harem, a pillow is brought to him, 
and he sleeps on the same s|Wt* To 
take a walk is oonaidered highly ridiculous, 
and even vulgar- Wlicn the Persians see a 
person walk backwards and forwards, they 
conceive it must be on business, or thev 
look at him witli astonishment, and even 
think him out of his senses. According to 
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their notions, a man should be On horseback 
as soon as lie passes the door of his house. 
At home he must sit with due gravity near 
the window, rest his left hand on his dagger, 
and pompously waving the right, be loudly 
calling out every quarter of an hour “ Kal- 
lion*,” to the gaping attcudants, who stand 
on the outside the whole of the day. 
VVlien he invites company many of these 
Kalliotis are brought in, some of which are 
ornamented with gold and even with dia¬ 
monds : at intervals, confectionary prepared 
with mutton fat is ofiered to the guests, to¬ 
gether with sherbet and fruit. The company 
assure the master of the house he looks 
as red as hia apples, as brilliant as the sun, 
as placid ,as the moon; and they take 
leave with the wish that tlie roses of happi¬ 
ness may ever bloom in the garden of his 

• Knllion m the wdl-kao^'rt bv which the 

kntohe b p£i$$c(l tlireiigti woter, qjhI cooled before it comes 
into the iiioutli. As ifjs the business of the attcodanis 
to light the Kollioa, tlit fincit flavour of the herb has all 
been extrocled before the master receives it,_ Author. 
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tlestiiiy. Ttie host retiinw thanks with n 
friendly noil, laments that he must iVoni 
that moment be unhappy, as tliey had ac- 
iTuatomed his ear to the sweet tones nl 
niirhtiufTales: he tlien resuniefi his ibrmer 
posture, yawns and waits for sunset, that he 
may perfonii his devotions, and be able to 
say, that he had smoked away ajioiher day. 
In the mean wlnle the retiring guests look 
ibr their slippers in the anti-ehaniber, mid 
courteously consume a (pmrier of an hour 
in deciding wliich shall go first \ the most 
opulent, or the most disliuguisbed, then 
generally yields condescendingly, and grace¬ 
fully mounts his horse with a profusion of 
bows, 'rwenty or more of his idle altemlauts 
form a circle around him, take his horse 
the bridle, and obseipiiously lead the great 
man to his home. Thd higher ranks are 
generally actuated by a furious disposition 
to plunder, and are particularly apt tosf^k 
ill of each other, whicli is their principal 
source of recreation. They trequently aa- 
semble in large iiunibcrs, at the houses ol 
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princes and other great ineii) where they 
Htand ill the courts gaping at their exceileti- 
cies, and then return iiappy to their homes, 
often without having been honoured with 
the slightest notice by them. Tlie towns in 
Persia consist of narrow lanes, of which the 
sides are walls with lUtle doors in them. In 
the gardens, nothing is seen but espaliers of 
vines and fruit trees. It still continued to 
rain on the day after our arrival, an occur¬ 
rence said to be unprecedented during this 
season of the year. With the exception of 
mutual messages of civility, nothing occurred 
this day between tlie Ambassador and the 
sardar. 

We bad fine weather on the third day. 
At ten o^clock in the morning the sardar 
came to visit the Ambassador, He seated 
himself rather awkwardly in a chair, smoked 
a good deal, said little, and scarcely moved 
his head when we were presented to him ; 
Imt in defiance of the laws of Mahomet he 
eagerly drank the liqueurs that ivere offered 
to him. Indeed he makes no secret of bis 
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love ol' spirituous liquors^ and openly de¬ 
clares tliat he cannot live without them. 
A tier stay IT] an hour he took hh leave, in¬ 
viting us all to dinner^ ^i.ccordingly we 
went in state to the fortress where lie residcs> 
In the times of Chardin many people used 
to live there; but the sardar has driven 
them all away, and he is now there alone, 
surrounded by barracks. Our procession 
made a good display: the Cossacks IihI tlio 
wav, (hen followed the band of music, next 
came the Ambassador, after him the suite, 
and another party of Cossacks brought up 
the rear. The people, who had never wit¬ 
nessed any thing of the kind, pressed upon 
Its on all sides. The police-officers threw 
stones at them, and even beat tliem with 
sticks. There was one man in particular who 
always wanted to walk before the Ambas¬ 
sador, and who was provided with a bar of 
iron with which he uumercifLilly strucdi at 
the crowd. 1 really believe that these men 
would have killed many perBons if the Am¬ 
bassador had not out of phy requested them 
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to refrain from further violence. The 
populace were not allowed to follow us with¬ 
in the gates of the fartress; after- passing 
through several narrow streets we dismount¬ 
ed at the entrance of the sardiir’s house, 
upon which hlsalU'iidiints advanced to meet 
us. Having gone through several courts 
which were lined with men under arnis, we 
entered <u) open space, ornmuented with a 
marble basin and fountains. Ihe sardar 
advanced as far as the door, and conducted 
119 to a spacious hall, the open side of which 
looked into this court, where the most dis¬ 
tinguished persons in Krivan were assem¬ 
bled. Nobody was allowed to enter the 
hall, eKcept the sardar’s brother and our 
inemandar. It was no sliglit mark of atten¬ 
tion on the part of tlie sardar to have pro¬ 
vided cl lairs for us, as we should have found 
it impossible to have laid down in the Fer- 
sian fashion; he also sat in a chair. Hie 
walls were hung witli small mirrors oi differ¬ 
ent shapes, and tlie intervening spaces witli 
flowers of various colours and little paint- 
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ings. We remarked, opposite the entratice, 
portraits of the king ajid of im sud Abbas- 
iMirza, together with a picture represeiititig 
a hunting-matfli, bat so totaJJj^- devoid of 
perspective that one figure runs over tbe 
other, and aiJ appear to be diiiicing jo the 
air. I here were also some portraits of* wo¬ 
men, wlio Jooked as if their necks iiaJbeeii 
twisted. In general, the paintings are with¬ 
out light and slmdc, but the colours are re¬ 
markably briUIaut and tUirable. Opposite 
Uie open side of tlichall the building Ibims 
a large alcove, with a basin of white marble 
and fountains in it. TJus is likewise open, 
and looks into a most beautiful garden, 

* which has been recently planted. The river 
Sauga Hows close under the window: it's 
banks are lined with stately trees,-and a 
handsome stone bridge of several arches 
leads to the other side, where the horizon is 
bounded by Mount Ararat. Xo house could 
be better arranged and adapted for a sum- 
rner residence. A gentle current of air and 
the waters of the Ibuntains agreeably tern- 
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pyr the heat-, and even tlie sight ot the 
snowy Ararat creates a sensation ol cool¬ 
ness. Yet the summer is said to be so hot 
at Erivan, that the inlmbitants retreat to the 
adjoining heights, and the sardar him sell is 
obliged to retire to the camp. After we 
had ad been seated, kadbns were brought 
ifi, and a small table, covered with sherbet 
and confectionary, was placed before each of 
us. 1 have already mentioned that the lat¬ 
ter of-these articles is prepared with the 
fat of mutton; it may therefore be rea¬ 
dily conccivetl witli wlmt appetite wc lasted 
it, particularly before dinner. None of us 
could summon up resolution enough fairly 
to eat a particle of it, and it w-as therefore > 
immediately carriod away. A number of 
attendants then appearetl witli white table 
cloths of Indian manufacture, here and 
there ornamented with flowers. Appropri¬ 
ate sentences in the Persian language were 
printeti in black letters on the comers j for 
instaEice* **All that is presented to you of 
fruit and food hereupon is good, and is of- 


JOUSNEY TO I’ERSIA, 115 

fbred to you with good will.” But tliere 
came in trutli so miicii Jruiii tJiis good will, 
that iL thousand persons might lullj have 
satisfied their appetite with it. J shall only 
mention die things oii the (able which 
stood opposite to Dr. iVliiller and inyselfj 
from Uiese some idea may be formed of the 
otJyei' dishes, First a large pancake, which 
not only covered the whole table, but hung 
over it on all sides nearly half a yard deep. 
It is called I’shurek, and it serves the 
Persians both tor bread and napkin; then 
the half of a sheep, the leg ojf an ox, two 
dishes filled with various roststed meats, five 
dishes of ragouts sprinkled with saffron 
two tlishes of boiled rice, two of boil¬ 
ed fowls, two of roasted fowls, two roast¬ 
ed geese, two dislies of fish, two bowls 
of 3our milk, a large quantity of sherbet, 
and four jars of wine; but with all these, 
there was neither knife, fork, nor spoon. 
One dish was piled upon another with such 
rapidity, that Dr. MtilJer and myself sud¬ 
denly found ourscivai stationed behind 
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a meat intrciichment whicli concealed 
all viev^' of the court, and only allow¬ 
ed us a peep, at our friends opposite, 
through the interstices oi the multiplied 
dishes. 

Throvigh one of these openings I endea¬ 
voured to observe what the sardar was doing* 
With his left hand resting on his dagger, 
for tlie Feraiatis never eat with the left 
hand, he gravely stretched out his riglit 
into a dislv ol greasy rice, ol which he 
kneaded a small portion with three fingers, 
and conve3''etl it, with great address, into 
his mouth, seldom soiling eitlver his beard 
or Ills moustaches. After repeating this 
operation several times, he broke a piece off 
the enormous pancake, and having w'ipetl 
his fingers with it, swallowed it with an air 
of placid satisfaction. He, in tlie some 
manner, poked into a variety of dishes 
w'hich he fancied; and, at last, seized a 
goblet of sherbet, and drinking it off, smiled 
around upon liis wondering guests. Scarcely 
one of the party had tasted any of the dishes. 
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from the impossibilitj of getting at them; 
ibr not one of them couJd have been re¬ 
moved from the middlot without demolish¬ 
ing the structure of die whole. The signal 
for clearing the tables was at last giveni and 
the attendants, as well as the gentlemen 
who were standing outside, and envious!v 
looking on, iiuist have considered us all to 
be persons of very great distinction j as it is 
the custom in Persia, on stale occasions, 
that persons should abstain from indulging 
in tbe pleasures.of the table, in pro^iortion 
to the sirperiority of their rank. The re¬ 
moving of tbe dishes occasioned some cu¬ 
rious scenes: the dish of ragouts could not 
be separated from tlie plate of sour cream, 
upon wliich it so conveniently reposed; the 
butter hud entered into close nlliance with 
the pancake; and the fish w'ould not dis¬ 
solve partnership with the roasted fowls. 
Force however succeurled, at last, in ef¬ 
fecting the desired separation, and the 
eatables were deliveretl up to the persons 
waiting outside. It is the custom in Persia, 
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to give llie reiiiiiins of a. feast to the atteiid- 
iiiils, or such persons as may liappen to he 
in the ivay ; often, also, to the gaping po^ 
pulace. Tlius, in a great lioiise, where they 
daily roast and cook treble tlic quantity of 
wliat is consumed by ll^e whole ol its in¬ 
mates, the leavings are consigned to the 
hungry amateurs. Our intrenclimeuts hav¬ 
ing been tluis happily destroyetl, we could 
once more breathe freely. The attendants 
presented water to us to wash our hands, 
but without napkins: the- Persians allow 
their hands to dry; and we were obliged to 
wipe ours with our liandkerchieis. This 
operation bad scarcely been completed, 
when, to our dismay, immense dishes were 
again brought in; but this time we came off 
more easilv, lor they consistetl of fruits and 
confectionary; and, to our relief, only one 
w'as placed before each of ns, otherwise, 
indeed, we should not have been able to 
see tlie dancers, who had just- entered the 
hall, and ranged themselves by the door. 
Their music consisted of a guitar, a sort of 
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violin, of three strings, two tambourines, 
and a singer. The latter, w’ith Irzghtful 
grimaces, strainctl his throat, apparently in 
strong convulsions; tortunalely tor us, how¬ 
ever, he frequently covered his face, ac¬ 
cording to the custom of the country, with 
a piece of paper, and spared us the sight of 
his liideous grimaces. Tlie musicians did 
not play out of tune; but still the effect of 
the whole sounded not unlike a concert of 
cats. Three . handsome boj^s, clothed in 
long garments, decorated with silk ribbons 
of different colours, were so Inspired by this 
discordant music, and the screams of the 
singer, that they began dancing, and throw¬ 
ing themselves into various aUitmles. They 
had small metal castanets, which the}' 
struck in time with the dance. T believe 
that two of these youths were meant to re¬ 
present females, because their motions were 
slower, and more modest; but the third boy 
tumbled about most furiously, turning alter- ‘ 
nately to each of the others. The most 
ludicrous part of the entertainment, how> 
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c^'er, followed, when the mnslc suddenly 
rose to a loud pitch ; the singer screamed 
without mercy, and the three boys tumbled, 
in somersets, to the extremity of the hall j 
where two ot‘ tliem reinaiiied in a gracotVd 
attitude, while the third stood upon his 
head, showing liis papLuloons and naked 
feel. There wag one particular feat, which 
the dancers performed with great address: 
they turned several times in the air, with¬ 
out touching the ground with their liands 
or feel, ^\'itl^ our ears w'ell filled, and our 
stomachs empty, we at last broke up: the 
Ambassador took leave of liis liberal host, 
and the whole party returned liomc in the 
same state— to dinner I 

As the Ambassador coiiid not, with cou- 
veiiieiicc, return tho sardar s civility in the 
liouse occupied by irlis J^xcelleiicy, he re- 
quested tho use of liis garden, which was 
granted with great reaclltiess. We sent the 
musicians and our culinary establishment on 
before us; and, at ten o’clock in thcinonimg, 
theEinbassy proceetled to the garden, where 
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the sardar was waiting for us in a pavtJlon. 
f)ur road look ns along tiie walls of the 
fortresSj and over the river Sanga: the 
bridge, and adjoining country-, afibrded a 
beautiful prospect. On tlie other side of 
the iJanga we ini mediately entered a garden, 
recently laid out, of wluch the principal 
alley leads to the pavilion, from whence the 
fortress anil the sardar’s house appear to 
great advantage. The alley leads on to a 
height, upon which the Ilussians had, dur¬ 
ing the war, established a battery, but had 
had the politeness to respect the lionse of the 
sardar. The pavilion is built in the Asiatic 
style, and is very pretty and appropriate, 
it is surrounded by fountains; and there is 
inside also a marble basin, with ikjei tfeatif 
which strikes liiile bells, and thus produces 
gentle sounds, which are pleasing to the ear 
of the sardar. The building is high, and 
consists of several stories, which have all 
an aperture in the middle, so that every 
room communicates with the principal 
apartment. The internal partitions are 
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painted with considerable taste, and the 
divisions outside are marked by galleries of 
variegated colours. This place already af¬ 
fords a delightful residence in summer; 
and, as the cultivation undoubtedly shows 
European skill, nothing is wanting to render 
It, in a few years, a heavenly retreat. Our 
band performed, and the Persians drank 
chocolate and liqueurs: tliey ate with great 
appetite the ices, of which they do not well 
understand the preparation, Tlie dancers 
of yesterday ogain presented themselves, 
and begged permission to dance to theKus- 
sian music, with which they were greatly 
pleased.* The wine, at dinner, was good, 
and the Persians quaffed it offi as well as 
the liqueurs, in immense quantities. Indeed 

' Some ago liie genercil coiiiniiintlfng an Aiis- 
tJiJii cordis, !fttnt]onCit Oil tin? Dttomnn frontier, wns ill* 
vitcil to tlinncr hy llie governor of the mijoiningTurkidi 
province, MyaTc fonnod part of the cntortiUTinieTit I 
I hilt is to sjijv nil the ilrumss tamboyrioe*, truinpetE, 
flfest n lid other cbngocoua iostruoients which 

hstd scrapetl togetheTi pHerfortfled a coDcerl 
to tliRt ticsCTthed by the umhor. Upon tnkmg leftvCttbf 
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we mot with several instances, where men 
drank off a bottle of rtim at once, without 
appearing to suffer any inconvenience from 
it. Two of these valiant topers sat in a 
reces.-? of the pavilion; one of them was 
the sardar’^ physician, and the other a co^ 
loncl, in whose house the Ambassador re¬ 
sided. It was higiily ludicrous to liear the 
physician endeavour to prove that jNfahomet 
had been a fool to Ibrbid wine. His master, 
he said, was of the same opinion * and 
he could boast, as a physician, that he 
had IbtJiid an universal niedicinci namely 
spirits* which lie took care to recommend 
to all his patients. The colonel oontirmed all 


genera! invited tbe tn cnnicln tlio Amlrian camp 

uti liie fnlltf'ning day? ^nidhe hinted lo the Turk, that 
blti mir^iCLL! te^teahotild be grutihed. The pnshaw came 
nceortling to appointment^ and after dinner ii select bond 
perfermeiJ *oinc of iha ifarumri's of the Gotdbii 
mostm. ** Well,” said the general} “ hoia ytmr excel- 
ccncy been gratified lla said the podiaIt 

la well: but jonr people plnj from bcKi]t» i now oiin 
play any tblng,^— Tnntiiofat. 
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llijs witli a gooii-TiatiirGd, and otlen involun¬ 
tary noil; and lie observed, that this uni¬ 
versal medicine liad obtained such general 
approbation, that Lalbsse, an European phy¬ 
sician, who resided here, had lost all his 
practice. Dr. Sangrado would certainly not 
make his Fortune at Erivan, The sartUr 
himselF looked out of a window, and smiled: 
his gravity was gone j and lie requested the 
AmhiLSsador to leave him a Few bottles of' 
liqueurs and rum. He has sL:tty wives. 
The guests parted, all highly pleased; and 
our departure was fix.ed Ibr the day fol¬ 
lowing. 

1 subjoin aucli particulars as 1 was 
able to learn relating to this place. Eri¬ 
van is BTi Armenian word, wdiich sig¬ 
nifies he that appeared, or that was 
seen,” which refers to tlie tradition, that 
this was the first place seen by Noah on 
descending from jVxarat. The mountain is 
at a distance of ten wersts. The town is 
not upon the whole without some hand¬ 
some situations; but the buildings are 
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little seen, being mostlv situated behind 
the gardens. Two' rivers flow in tlie vici¬ 
nity; one, the Sanga, the other is called 
Kverbulak (twenty arnts). 'Ihe Hrst issues 
from the lake of Erivan traverses the 
greater part of Armenia, and unites Itself 
witli the Araxes not fat from tlie Caspian 
sea. The liistory of Persia is silent as to 
the origin of tiie town ; and on that ac¬ 
count tlie :n!ia!)itants presume to assert 
that it is the most aneient city in the world, 
and llmt Noali sellletl here after the de¬ 
luge, In the year 1582, the Turks con¬ 
quered Erivan, and during Uie reign of 
Murad or Amiiradlll. built there a for¬ 
tress, w'Licli is still standing, and lies within 
cun non-shot of the places In the year 

• The lake of EriTun lit* lit ft distance of three dftji' 
miiTch from the luwn ef,fhnt nnnic. The ]’vriian« colt 
it Dvria Sheviu [^the ewtet sea}, becauw Uic v^'ater i* snid 
to hare a sweel tii»tr. It'* circumfeience cxtciidi to 
oDc liundrcd nncl nttr werst*. It coiitaiiu trout and carp 
in nbaa'dancr, of a fine flavor, Chardin say« that be 
could not, durijig his stay in Persia, fled this lake in 
anjr mapi. — Bi/ ike Aidhor, 
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1604 it was reconqueretl by tlie Fersians, 
utuler the Shah Abbas, who eiikrged the 
fortijications. Eleven years afterwai-Js, it’s 
earthen walls resisted during four months 
die attacks of llie Turks, who were obliged 
to abandon the siegOj After the deatli 
of Abbas the Great, Erivan was again be¬ 
sieged aud conquered by the Turks; but it 
was aflenvards wrested from them by Sosi, 
in die year 160o, during the reign of 
Sultan Amurad IV., and the whole garri¬ 
son w^as put to the sword. It fell again Into 
the hands of the Turks in 17S21, during die 
troubles excited by the house of Sosi; but 
the celebrated Shah Nadir rccoiH|Ucred it 
in die year 1734. Tlic Czar Heracltus 
took advantage of the troubles which dis¬ 
tracted Persia after the death of Tamassa, 
and captured Erivan ; hut lost it soon 
afterwards, Eogedier witfi his whole empire; 
and ftnnily die Russians, under Count Gn- 
dowitsch, attempted to take the place by 
storm, but were deleateiL 

The name of Ararat reodls to my mind 
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the liule ^rmts of my catecbmti, which 
used to attract tlie atleiiLioit of my early 
youth, TJiis mouiitalii, whose geographical 
dimeusions were not overcorreetly deliue- 
ated in those prints, and upon whose sum¬ 
mit rested Xoah’s ark twice the sijie of 
Ararat itself, now stands before me hi 
all it’s magnificejice. It rises behind the 
Araxes, which whids along it's base, in two 
points, of wltich one is less considerable than 
the other, and is therefore called liere Ararat 
Sadocli, son of Ararat. Properly spfaking, 
it is situated in Armenia, near tlic ridge of 
Salt inomitains, wliere the Kurds form their 
encampments. From iPs middle upwards 
it is entirely coverod with snoiv, and in 
general shrouded in clouds. i\lany fabu¬ 
lous stories are told of this mountain ; but 
it is certain that it’s summit cannot be 
reached, for this very obvious reason,— 
that it runs perfectly steep from the middle 
to the point, and is covere*! with ice. An 
opulent Turkish paslviw, fond of travelling, 
had the curiosity to attempt it's ascent, but 
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as scKHi as lie had roached ihe middle, he 
WAS compelled by the violence of the cold) 
and of the wind, to give up his intention. 

Three years ago an immense mass of 
snow detached itself j and theinhabituiiLs of 
an adjoining village pretended that a jdank 
belonging to Noah’s ark had been ibutid 
in the snow. It really would not be amiss 
if wood were oftener to come down from 
the mountain, for it has become rather 
dear in the valley. Ararat affords a re¬ 
treat to a number of wild beasts, and ser¬ 
pents of enormous size, A convent is situ¬ 
ated at it’s foot, called Arokilvank, an 
Armenian word, which signifies “convent of 
the apostles." The Armeniair people con¬ 
sider the place as sacred, and assert that 
Noah had, upon that very spot, offered up 
thanks to God, and built his first dw-elling. 

The 7th May. -— I have already observed, 
tliat from the day when tlte Embassy en¬ 
tered the Persian terntoiy, their conveyance 
and daily maintenance weie defrayed at the 
sole expense of the king. Saddlo-liorses 
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weie provided for us, and our baggage was 
forwarded on mules and camels : these were 
all decked with bells, winch occasioned a 
frightful noise. The weight ivlilch one ol 
these mules carries is astonishing; nor is 
the steady, rapid pace at u liich tliey move 
less surprising. Camels, on tlie contrary, 
proceed with n true philosophical saitg-ft'ottit 
which nothing in the world can dlsturh. In 
loading and unloading their burdens, they 
kneel down on the first sumtnons of the 
driver, with outrageous cries indeed, hut 
never with resistance. They possess the 
singular instinct of feeling ftow much they 
are capable of cariy ing, and they intintaie 
that they have been sufficiently loatled, by 
rising without being called upon to do so. 
There is perhaps no iminial whicli may be 
fed cheaper and easier than the camel: 
they graze on tvastes, where scarcely any 
grass is seen, and thrive notwithstanding; 
but to ride on tliesc animals is absolute 
torture, on account of the action of* their 
hunches. As all the purposes ot convey- 

K 


ISO ' 


JOVUNEY TO FEES]A. 


ance in Persia are ejected by horses, asses, 
und camels, roads, properly speaking, do not 
exists and tliere arfe even many Persians 
who never saw a wheel. Travellers, there¬ 
fore, must follow the direction of the nar¬ 
row paths that have been trod down in the 
grass; but in stony tracts, there Is scarcely 
any cue of‘ that kind, and guides are neccs- 
sar}' to point out the way. The Persians 
generally travel on horseback, and ladies 
only use a kind of vehicle called a portable 
caravan, whicli is not altogether very con¬ 
venient It consists of wooden frames, 
which form somctbiztg similar to a large 
cage, resting upon two long sli^ts, pro¬ 
jecting sudiciently in I'ront and behind to 
admit a couple of mules, tvhich cany it 
v'ery well. The whole apparatus is com¬ 
monly covered w'itli red cloth, cut out at 
the places where the mules stand. These 
machines are so low, that one can only sit 
in them in the Persian fashion. Several of 
them were allotted to our sick, who ibund 
it necessary to lie stretched out We were 
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a{ first not altogether disposed Lo trust our¬ 
selves to the Persian horses; but^ upon 
trjing then]], we fbiMid them as doeile as 
lambs) and i^rurrablj adapted tor travelltngf 
oti aeeoiitit of their pleasant ambling pace, 
A (lorse that has not that pare is sold in 
Persia for half price. 

This tlaj's march was to tSie village of 

- ® 
Dugin, in the vicinity of wliicli we saw the 

magnificent ^%!ley of the province of Erivaii, 

watereil hy the A raxes. Numerous villaijes 

lie scattered about. Almost every village in 

Persia has the appearance of a little tbrtress, 

being entirely surrounded by bigb walls, 

whose corticm form towers,* with embrn- 

sures. This voluntary incarceration may 

have dorivetl its origin from the freipicnt 


wars and revolutions of the Persians; but 
in general it may be ascribed Lo their jea^ 
lousy, a passion of which they are siiaceptihle 
to the wildest extent. After crussintr the 
little river Garnitshai, but without seeing 
the black marble pillars which Chardin 
desc ribes a hundred years ago, we reached 
K 2 
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tlie encampitient that bad boon formed for 
us close to the village. Tills day we ap- 
proaelied nearer to Ararat. We took oiir 
even log’s repast in tbe open air; and the. 
snowy suniinit of* the nxoiintaiii continued 
long to be richly illumined by the setting 
sun. 

The 8th.—On our left lay & ridge of 
mountains winch regulates the direction ot 
the road, and, further on, bouiils Us limits i 
on our right, the Arases steadily remained 
ill shdit. We obser\*ed, on the banks of the 

O 

river, the ruins of a convent, where the holy 
Gregorius, the founder of Jatshmiasin, sat 
many years in a grave, in order that he 
might leave the world perfectly free from 
sin. Tlie Armenians perform pilgrimages 
to this place from distant parts j and on 
approaching the grave, recover, as they 
conceive, from dangerous disease-s. The 
country is intersected by numberless canals, 
which irrigate the rice and cotton deUia ; 
but they emit ilisagrecable vapours, which 
produce headache. On entering the village 
of Dawalu, w’here this niglit’s quarters had 
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been ^ixed, we were met by many of it’s in- 
Iiabitants, wliom curiosity 'to see us had 
collected together. Several women among 
them Appeared so dirty, ugly, and 1]1'> 
dressed, tliat they tilled us with absolute 
disgust. Wereceivetl a visit In our encamp¬ 
ment from an extraordinary fellow, whom 
we at first took for a madman ; but he 
tunied out to be a dervish, who studied 
eccentricity in his dress r a sheep's sktn 
barely covered his body, his hands and feet 
were naked; a wreath of flowers decked 
his head i in his right hand he held a pike, 
in Ills lefi; a kettle: he uttered dreadful 
cries, in ivliich the name of AH continually 
occurred, and w'e were told that lie was 
praying for our happiness. Although he 
did not beg alms, a conduct very praise¬ 
worthy in Persia, we threw some money 
into his kettle, which be took without 
thanking us. There are several orders of 
dervishes: this man belonged to one whose 
members pass their whole lives in the open 


JOtrKNEY TO PZnSlA. 


134 

The 9tli.—Thu country la no longer 
|ilea,sajit: we passed between two heights, 
which form u narrow passage, and sliot out 
a prospect of the valley which we had just 
lulL Several inconsiderable villages lay at 
a sliort distance from the road ; the heat 
was very tolerable; yet we w'ere verj* glsd 
to hud Our tents pitched in the shatle of 
apricot trees, wear the village of Nurashm, 
In Eiiro[>e, people fancy Persia to be a 
paradise, and the Petsians persuade them¬ 
selves that it is such; hut although it be 
now spring, we neither find the flowers, the 
beautiful verdant fields, nor that general 
heavenly aspect of reviving ivatme, which 
are the attributes of this season in northern 
climates. The mountains around are naked, 
the fields yellow, and trees scarce. 

The loth. — Immediately on leaving Nu- 
rashin, w^e crossed at least ten diflerent 
arms of tire river Apartshai, which forms 
the boundary of the province of Eriviui, 
and the possession a of Nakatsiie van. V\lien 
the river is full, the passage is highly dan- 
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gcrous. The road winds alan^ heights* 
which t'ofm beaiitiful scenery towards the 
Amxes. The town of Hoye is situated 
here, diatingiiislied bj it’s being the favourite 
summer residence ot the heir to the throne, 
lu the distance a rock of singular shape 
rises before u«, called the Serpents’ Moun¬ 
tain, because serpents are said to alx>iiiid 
there. Not far from this niouDtain the 
road turns into the province of Cara^^i. 
We found, in our way, a beautiful spring of 
clear w'ater, such as w'e did not meet with 
again. There is generally a scarcity of good 
water in the country: it is every where 
very nixiddy, and has a disagreeable taste of 
day. We harl the misfortune to lose at this 
time one of our servants, who died in the 
night of apoplexy. His body was buried 
deep in the ground, and covered with large 
stones i but we found every thing destroyed 
on our return, for tlxe Moslems never allow 
the body of a Christian to rest in peace. 
This case made a deep impression on us 
all: when wc are iar from our country, 

it 4 
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the death of a companion cannot tail to 
excite painful alarm* 

'file 1 Itii. — The countvjf, on this side of 
the last moimlaiii-rUige, from which the 
road, as it were, precipitates itseli'into the 
town of Nakatshevan, is so desolate that it 
defies the power of desciiption* Not a 
house nor a blade of grass to relieve the 
weary eyel Naked niouniavnsoi marl, mostly 
split by the ardent rays of the sun, and in¬ 
tersecting each other in various directions, 
encircle the traveller in dreorinoss. The 
country surrounding Nakatshevaii is equally 
desolate, hut the sight of trees about the 
town once more gladdens tlie eye, 'Ihe 
Chan of tlie place, a blind old man, ad¬ 
vanced to meet us at the bead of several 
thousand horsemen. The streets and houses 
through which tlie Embassy passed were 
all occupied by armed men, in honor of the 
Ambassador. Poor old Kambarei-Chao, who 
is, perhaps, the best man of liis people, was 
ibrmerly proprietor of Nakatshevan, Hav¬ 
ing had the misfortune to displease the 


.TOUSNEY TO PERSIA. 


137 


wovcpnnieivt, lie iticurrcil the putiiahment, 
trequeot id Persifli ot losing his sight. 
Deprived at the sEime time of his property* 
he iiiul his family lived, for twenty years, in 
a state of the most wretched poverty; and 
it is only two itimiths since, that the go- 
veminent, from motives of pity, and yielding 
to the loud solicitations of his people, who 
were sadly oppre^ed during his disgrace, 
consetited to appoint him to the govern¬ 
ment of his patrimony. The Ambassador 
expressed his concern that he sivould, on 
his account, have thought it necessary to 
appear In public, and he showed him gene¬ 
rally every attention to which his infirmities 
and his misfortunes entitled him. We 
were all quartered in a lafge new house 
whitli had l>een emptied on our account. 
My room is an apartment of the seraglio. 
The iTood accommodation allotted.to us, as 
well ^ the desire of repose, which we have 
not enjoyed since our departure from Eri- 
van, have determined the Ambassador to 
rest here a whoiQ day. Our residence, like 
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all the houses of the satrapS; consists of 
numberless little courts and rooms, all 
connected *bj' small narrow passages. Each 
room has only one entrance. In the seraglio 
separate apartments are allotted to each of 
the principal women, «iul many of the 
other femaies live together. Those housca 
have only one entrance from the street, 
and the Hrst court Is inhabitetl by the head 
of the family. The walls are very high, 
and so broad that men and dogs can conve¬ 
niently walk on them to guard the jewels 
wltJiiu. 

The town was formerly captured by the 
Hussian general Nebolsiii; but this is the 
utmost limit to which tlie Russiaus ex¬ 
tended their conquests in Persia. The re¬ 
cords of Armenian history wluch are 
preserved in the conveut of Jatshamiasin 
assert th^t Nakatsbevan is the ancient cele¬ 
brated Artaksat, and one of the oldest cities 
of Armenia. In the days of it*s former pros¬ 
perity, it ts said to have contained thirty 
thousand houses, but scarcely one-tliixtieth 
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|»art of that number is now standing. 
Kvery. comci' in this country claims the 
honor of having been settled upon by Noah j 
and the Armenians pretend-that, he also 
founded tliis city. The little river of 
Nakatshevaii} winch Jorms a waterfall^ di¬ 
vides the town in two parts. That which 
Uea on the western side waS} at bo earlier 
period) enclosed in a lt>rtress) which the 
Russians hiul) in several wars, repeatedly 
de.stroy«l. The only objects wortliy of 
attention are a very bigli tower, not square, 
bearing bieroglyphic inscriptions, and an 
adjoining gate now in ruins, but of which 
two pillars of peculiar workmanship are 
still standing. They are said to be monu¬ 
ments of the famous Tamerlane. The 
Ambassador proceedeil on a visit to Kam- 
barei-Chau, to thank him for; hb kind 
hospitality. 

The 13 th. — This day we left the towm, 
accompanied by several Persians of dis¬ 
tinction. The country around b very de¬ 
solate : the mountains of marl reiieci a 
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3'‘enow hue, which fatigues the eyej and 
'nothing is seen to diversify the sameness ol 
the iaudsca[ie, but the summit of tlie dis¬ 
tant Serpents’ Mountain, A few w'ersts 
from the town we waded through the river 
Nakatshevan, which must formerly have 
had a considerably wider bed, as would ap¬ 
pear by the ruins of a magnificent bridge, 
which, singularly enough, forms an angle 
against the stream. It formerly rested upon 
twelve large arches, of which six only are 
now visible. In the afternoon we reached 
the A raxes*, wdiich had faithfully accom¬ 
panied us from Erivan, w'ithin the distance 
of a mile, and now described an incurva¬ 
tion, which it was necessary that we should 
pass. Its extreme rapidity rendered it no 
very agreeable expedition to us, to cross 
upon a number of inflated hogs’ skins 
bound together} yet, with the exception of 

* Strsbo Miys, that ihe Artiwf flows dircclly into die 
Cispian, Ai present it uoiWs its woters witi the Kura, 
at a great distance from the but its old bed may 
■dll be dudnedy seen. — AtOAor. 
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four new wheels, which were lost from care¬ 
lessness, men and baggage safely reacherl 
the oilier side. This river has probably 
derived its.name from Mount Ararat, where 
it rises; its bridges no longer exist, lliere 
are two facts relating to this river, which 
appear to me worthy of remark. It will 
scarcely be believed in Europe, that the 
Araxes, which lies herein 39“ lat. has been 
several times frozen during winter to such 
a degree, tlmt troops and artillery have 
inarched oyer it witlioiit any danger. The 
other curious fact is, that the plague, which 
rages with such violence in the neighbour¬ 
ing Ottoman possessions, has never ex¬ 
tended its ravages beyond the line of the 
Araxes. It is nccessaiy that I should add, 
that the Persian government never adopt 
the slightest precautionary measure against 
that dreadful mahidy. Ndtwiihstanding 
the continual trade ivith Turkey, the plague 
never now makes its appearance j and it 
has rarely, for many years past, extended to 
the Araxes. 
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A few worsts from hence lie the ruins of 
the celebrulod ancient city of'Julfa, which 
was the chief seat of com me rce in Armenia. 
The Shah Abbas, with a view siulilenly to 
convert Ispahan into a flourishing town, 
transferred all the inhabitants ot Jiilfa to 
the former place, where their tlescendants 
inhabit a quarter that Ijears the name of 
their aboriginal city. I'iie latter is now 
occupied by only twenty-four Armenian 
families. 

The 14th.—We had this day a long 
march of siy agatslies (about twenty-four 
English miles,) which, however, was much 
alleviated by the disappearance of the 
naked marl hills. At a few worsts from 
the Arnxes, beyond the villages of Alamdar 
and Gerger, wc entered a narrow valley, 
surrounded by immense granitic rocks; the 
road winds vety pleasantly through the dli¬ 
ferent glens, forming a constant succession 
of new landscapes; it perceptibly ascends 
the mountain, the length of a German mile. 
Not far distant from our night's quarters. 
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which were cstablishcil close to an olxl ca¬ 
rs vafii^aray, lieS) on a steep inaccessible 
IteiglU, a large village, whose inhabitants 
are ollen in negociatlon with the gpvens- 
menU The latter are obliged to pay them 
sums of money, hi order to indneo them to 
desist from plundering passengers. The 
gate of the caravansamy is decorated with 
blue bas-reliefs, 

Tlie 15th. — We have at length enture- 
ly lost sight of Mount Ararat. do- 
scended to-day, though imperceptibly, as 
much as we had ascended yesterday. The 
prospect of the country was extremely con¬ 
fined, until we reached a mill on the rivulet 
Gulus; where suddenly a heavenly land¬ 
scape expanded before us, enlivened by 
more than forty villages, and the distant 
town of Maranda, all surrounded by beau¬ 
tiful trees. The governor of Maranda, 
Naaar-Ali-Chan, advanced to meet the Am¬ 
bassador with a body of cavalry, as usual, 
and olFered to His Excellency the use ot his 
own house. Although not yet finished, the 
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apartments allotted to the Ambassador ex¬ 
hibited proofs of considerable taste and 
opulence. Maranda, in general, surpasses 
all the towns and villages which ive have 
hitherto seen : the walls, facing the streets, 
are uniform and cleanly; some of these 
have even avenues of trees, which can alone 
dispel the inanimate and melanciioly dul- 
ness of a Persian town. An unimportant 
rivulet, called Seki-lu, Hows tlirough the 
place. The Persians show' great skill in 
hydraulic contrivances; and every inhabitant 
of Maranda is enabled by tnacUincry to 
w'ater his garden from tltis rivulet. The 
parching heat, thepaneily of rivers, and the 
scarcity of rain in general, in this country, 
must have contributed to render the Per¬ 
sians, fmm the earliest times, acijuainted 
with the practical principles of hydraulics. 
Every peasant, wherever he pray be settled, 
possesses the skill of discovering n spring at 
the distance of several miles; and he can, in 
the most simple mode, lead Us water to his 
grounds, and render it always available, by 
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iisiit" on])’ so tiHicli of it as ihey require. 

It is said, that in the hottest part ol' simimer . 
cochineal Is gatiiered during eight days at 
Miiranda, altliough in very small quanti¬ 
ties. Bcibre that period it does not attain 
sufHcient iiuUurity ^ and, at it^s expiration, 
the insect eats through the leaf, it’s cradle, 
and perishes. The Persian name of coclii- 
iieal ia kermis. Of Alarmiila, it is likewise 
asserted by the Armenians, that Noah’s 
immediate descendants settled there, and 
even that it is the place of his wife’s inter¬ 
ment. VMio'could have neglected the sight 
of such a hallowed ground ? Curiosity led 
U 3 to the spot, and we found that the Alos^ 
lems had built, ou the place vrherc Noah’s 
wife is reported to have been buried, a 
chapel, with bare walls, which are not so 
cleanly as the religion of Alahoinet pre¬ 
scribes. When the chapel was finished, 
noboily, how'ever, would undertake to point 
out the actual s[>ot where the body lay. 

A miracle solved their doubts. ITiirly- 
eight years ago, during an earth<juake, 

L 


14G 


JOURKEY TO PEItSLA, 


the ground opened, and two Mollahs 
(Moiiiem priests), of whom we saw one in 
the chapel, together witli several inhabit¬ 
ants, witnessed the sudden appearance of a 
large tomb of stone, whieJi, however, soon 
vanished in the o[)eniiig* I'rom that time, 
true believers have been convinced that 
Noah’s wife lies interred there; although 
it would seem, that the honour of actual 
sepulture is a point at issue Ijetw'een her 
and Noah’s mother, as Maranda signifies, in 
the Armenian language, the “ mother lies 
here.” This grave, perhaps, contributed to 
induce the Ambassador to Test here a day. 

The 17th.— After passing a small fort, 
whidi lies almost in Maranda, we ascended 
a high mountain, from whicli we had another 
fine view of the valley : and we could even 
distinguish, in the distant horizon, the place 
where sve rested on the 14th. ’Ihis moun¬ 
tain is called Meshau : it led us, alter 
several horn's’ march, into a beautiful valley, 
watered by the river Sagra- Medicinal 
herbs, of extraordinary efficacy, are said to 
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grow here. After passing throiigli the vil¬ 
lages of Kirsa, Disa, and Mirsasat, we passed 
an old caravansaray. A few wersts before 
we reached the village of Safinii, oitr des- 
titied }uiking-place, the valley becomes 
narrower and narrower. \V"e olwcrvcd a 
mountain, which has been^tiearly powdered 
white, bv a salt-spring isaoiiig from it. 
Safian lies at tlie entrance of an immea¬ 
surable valley, at tlie end of wliich a black 
stripe designates the city of Tauris, Noali 
not having eieteiided his settlements to this 
quarter, it is thought by some that Siifian 
derives it's name from the Safis, who esta¬ 
blished their residence there when Ismael 
transferred his court from Ardevil to 1 aurisi 
but the village is altogether so little dcserv- 
ing of notice, that it would be a waste of 
time to enquire into the origin of it's lunne. 
In die evening two Persians, from Tauris, 
came to compliment the Ambassador, on 
the part of Abbas-Mirxa, and of his first 
minister. They brought large fishes, ami 
oranges, as presents, 1 am sorry to say 
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thrtt the former were potrid, and the latter 
sour. 

The Ifith. — As the march from Safiaji 
to Taiiris would have been too long, and as 
the Persians had made preparations for our 
solemn reception, our tents were pitched at 
the village of Segilan, twenty wersU from 
the city. In the evening we saw the nu¬ 
merous tires of the Persian army. 

The i9th- — At a short distance from 
Tauris flows a small river, Adgasu, which 
has an ancient briilge of ten arches^ The 
Persian troops extended from the latter al¬ 
most as far as iJte place of ovir encainpmentt 
therefore above ten wersts ; their left wing 
rested on the bridge, to which our musicians, 
grenadiers, and Cossacks, had been sent 
on the day before, as our solemn procession 
into the city was to commence from thence. 
When the Embassy approached the right 
wing, the commander of the troops saluted, 
the guns were dretl, and the whole line pre¬ 
sented arms. 'Pbe right consisted of forty- 
eight piecesofhorsc-artillery, eight squadrons 
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of organized cavalry, and eigJit thousand 
regular infantry, together with bmiies of 
Kurdins and militia. On reaching the bridge, 
the mililarv governor of Tauris, Tat-Ali- 
Clian, advanced toward-s us, and, in tlie 
name of the heir to the th rone, presentetl to 
the Ambassador a beautiful charger, decked 
witli caparisons of gold and precious stuues. 
His Excellency declhiett the present, stating 
that he could not, on any account, accept 
any lliing previously to his public audience 
from the King, and His ilajesty’s accep¬ 
tance of the Emperor’s presents. 

Preceded liy the music, the cavalcade 
moveri on in regular order. Tlie heat was 
intolerable} and we suHeretl still nim'e from 
the dust, which had, in the course of a lew 
minutes, powdered us pertectly grey. The 
concourse of people was so great, that the 
troops were obligeil to lay about iliein with 
their muskets, iii i>rder to clear the way, 
and keo]) the passjige open. The dust ob¬ 
scured every thing Jrom our sight, and we 
could neitlier distinguish the city nor Its 
L 3 
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suburbs. After a loug hour of torture, we 
reached the house that hud been prepared 
for our reception. 

In the anti-court stood a guard of iionotir, 
and in the Ambassador’s apartment tliere 
were rcfreslmieiits of cA'^erv kind. The 
house belongs to the first minister in Tauris, 
Miri!a-Be)urlv, who bears also the title of 
Kaimakan, corresponding to vice-chancellor 
of the kingdom. He has heen assigned aa 
an assistant to the King’s heir j and his son is 
marrieri to one of His Majesty’s daughters, 
who is said to be a very beautiful woman. 
Mirza-Iiejurk is a man of cratly mind, am¬ 
bitious of being tliougbt devout, and is flat¬ 
tered by being styled Dervisb. llis ava¬ 
rice is inordinate : the people are as much 
dissatisfied with him, as they, on the con¬ 
trary, bless the administration of die heir to 
the throne. His house Ls, like all Persian 
residences of persons of distinction, an end¬ 
less labyrintlv of courts and small apart¬ 
ments. On the day after our arrival he 
paid a visit to the Ambassador, which His 
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Excellency retunied alter dinner. Visits 
of tills description are consumed In an im- 
interrujited succession of compliments and 
mutual assurances of regard and affection. 
We admired the patience of the Ambassa¬ 
dor, and the Persians were struck by his 
eloquence, for he surpassed them all in the 
art of complimenting. Tiie day following 
that of our arrival was the anniversary 
saint’s day of the Archduke Constantine, 
and it ivas that which Abhas-lMirEa had 
appointed for receiving us. Alter we had 
ail performed public prayer, two noblemen 
came, on the part of Abbas-Mirza, to con¬ 
duct us to the place of audience. Heveral 
runners who were to precetle, and a number 
of Imndsome chargers, with gold equipments, 
were in w'aitiiig before the door of our resi¬ 
dence. 'The people were forbidden to show 
themselves, and the streets were lined with 
troops in double file, ns far as the palace. 
We dismounted in a spacious and handsome 
court, and passed through sev^eml "others of 
less extent, surrounded by little rooms, in 
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wJiicli saL the principal persons of the city, 
wJio on the approach of tile Ambassailor 
rose, and respectfully saluted him. We 
vp'ent on until we entered a sort of ■mrden, 
at the end ol which stood the palace oc¬ 
cupied hy the heir to the throne. Over 
it s open side, w-hich laced us, was spread a 
very large curtain of red cloth that created 
a deUghllul sluide, refreshed by the playing 
waters of a fountain. Behind the latter 
Abbas-lVlirza stood alone, leaning on the 
window'. At some distance, on his right, 
we observed the hi iulster AlirEti-llejurk 
standing against the wall; and on his leR 
were three hoys, attired in dresses ornament¬ 
ed w'iih gold and jirecious stones; one of 
them ivas his brother, the second his son, and 
the third his nephew. ^V'^ith the exception 
of these persons and ourselves, thcpo w'ere 
iJO others present, Aijhas-iMirza himself, 
who is averse to pomp, wore a plain red 
dress with silver lace: lie had, like all Per¬ 
sians, a cap of sheep's skin, and his riagger 
alone was richly ornamented with jewels. 
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Oil the approach of the Ambas'^dort the 
Prince ad van ml a few paces towards him, 
and courteously offered him his I land; upon 
which Mis Excellency prejietiteif to His 
Highness a letter from the Emperor, wludi, 
according to eastern custom, lie reverently 
raised towards his head, and lie then laid 
it near him on the window.—Abbas-Mirza 
is thirty-five years of age, and to a liand- 
some person unites great dignity of deimrto 
ment: his conversation is sensible, and his 
smile ivell-timed. His eye is full of good¬ 
ness : he is also just, never sanctions the 
cruelties authorised by the Persian laws, 
and mitigates them to the extent of his 
influence. After the preliminary forms of 
civility had been gone through, he testified 
his wish to become acquainted with us all. 
He said to each something obliging, or at 
lea.st appropriate, suited toour respective sta¬ 
tions. . To the Ambassador he said,—“That 
the rewards of valour with which he per- 
ceivetl HLs Excellency to be decorated con- . 
vmced him that he had served his sovereign 
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well luitl lie enifjuireil with great kindness 
whether he Imd not been wounded: during 
this long wiir. The Ambassador replied, 
tliat the wound which he had received in 
his loot WAS no longer attendecl with un¬ 
pleasant cull sequences; and that, besides, 
the gooil reception with which he liad been 
hououreil in Persia, was sufHcient to cstiti- 
gulsh un^ uneasy recoil eel ioti of the past, 
Abbas-Mirza rejoined that he should spare 
DO pains, os far as lay in him, to render our 
stay at Tauris as agreeable as possible. 
The Amliassador thanked htm for this at¬ 
tention, and took his leave. When wc had 
nearly reached t h e th reshold. Hi s Ex ce I lency 
observetl that the Prince, out of civility, 
remained atamling in his place, iqwn which 
we all turned towards His Highness, and re¬ 
spectfully bowed to him for the hist time.— 
Notwithstanding his long beard and lerrihe 
moustaches, Ahlms-iVIirza won the hearts 
of us all. His aide-de-camp, who accom¬ 
panied us home, was lavish in his praises 
of his master, whom he adores. 
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Tlie of the English East India 

Com punyt resirling at 'J'uuris, came to visit 
the Aiiibassiulor, and were invited to dinner. 
Among them were, Jlnjor EinilsaVi jNfajor 
Mackintosh, Captain Hart, Captain JMonteith 
(who liati accompanied (Teneral Alulcolm to 
Persia), Dr. Cormick, and Lieutenant Wil- 
lock. Captain Willcck, the charge d’afTaires 
of England, and Dr. Campbell, were attend¬ 
ing the King at Teheran, These gentle^ 
men, of whom several liad been many years 
in X*ersia, were highly pleased to tline in 
company willi Europeans, and were delight- 
eti at again bearing the sound of music, to 
which they had long been auaccnstometl. 
They had all previously resided in India, the 
' climate of wlddi they talked of wdtli horror. 
After dinner, Abbas-iMirza sent a number 
‘ of saddle-lmrses for our use^anrl invittxl the 
Arnbassatlor to accompany him on a ride* 
As we had to pass by the palace, His High¬ 
ness cutnc to meet ns at tire gate, and we 
proceeded togetlier out of the city. A 
number of Kurdins, stationed in the suburbs. 
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regaJed us witlii some of their peculiar mu¬ 
sical com posit ious. U'heir bund consisted 
of twenty musicians, dresst’d in the most 
fanciful colours: they wore high red caps, 
tapering to a point; their instruments con¬ 
sisted of little drums, fhsteiieti to the sad- 
dies ol the litirses, and of a species of 
clanonct, of n harsh sipieaking'Lone. Im¬ 
mediately out oi the city we found a body 
ol Kurdins, and eighteen ]iiecea of liorse- 
artillery, whieli the I^rince intended to 
review in our presence. After riding down 
the line, Abbas-AIirza took Ins station 
in front, about the centre of the troops, 
(having the Ambassador at his side, and we 
remaining behind them,) and ordered the 
cavalry to manoeuvre. This produced a 
ludicrou.s scene. Tlie aide-de-camp, who 
stood at a distance, and who had to carry 
tiie orders of His Highness to the com¬ 
manding officer, was on foot, and in 
slippers. From Ids steal in running back¬ 
wards and forwards, he looked like an 
angry shrew in full chase after her husband. 
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The Kurdliia formed into aevenil divisions, 
and attacked each other. Their quickness 
in loading, and their remarkable dexterity 
in die management of their liorses, are 
really admirable. Their favourite mode of 
attack, lioivever, is witli tlie lance, which 
they raise very high, swinging it power¬ 
fully, in order to increase the impetus with 
whicli tlie^ dart it at their adversary. 'I’hey 
have no notion of saving their horses ;*aiid 
they stop them wliilst at full speed with 
such violence, that one espects to see them 
tlirown on their hacks: they twist them 
round suddenly, and gallop back with the 
same speed. It is therefore not snrjirising, 
that horses in Persia should generally be 
weak in the legs. The Persian breed is 
very highly exloiledi but 1, wiio am cer¬ 
tainly no jockey, must confess, that English 
horses, like those belonging to the Countess 
Orlofi*, Count Savvadafl’sky, and many others 
in Russia, please me better. The Persian 
horses have long necks, carry their heads 
stretched out before them, have narrow 
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chests, and long legs; but tViey are very 
slack tnettled, and easily managed. The 
Persians tlioniselves give the preference to 
the Arabian breed. When the man- 
reiivres were concluded^ jVtjba&^^firKa re¬ 
warded the commander of the Knrdins 
with a lanco, which was delivered to 
him by the aiile-ile-cam[>, and which he 
raised three times to his hesid, and kissed. 
We’then rode up to the artillery, which 
had not moved from the spot.. Abhas- 
Mirza, begging the iVmbassador to remain 
on the right wing, gave his horse the spur, 
and stationed himself behind the centre, in 
order to command in person. 'I’ho English 
officer, to whom the Persian artillery owes 
its formation, gal lopped very hiistly along 
the line, accompanied hy a native orderly. 
The men sliot with remarkahle skill at a 
distant target; and, although they did not 
strike it, yet every ball fell close to the 
mark. Abbas-JVfirza appeared higldy dis¬ 
pleased that the target had not been over¬ 
turned ; but the Ambassa<lor justly compli- 
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men ted Hid Miglmcds, and observed, ibat 
iT, instead of the target, to strike which is, 
after all, a matter of chance, a battery of the 
enemy had stood there, it would long since 
have been disniouiitcd. Abbas-JVIiraa was 
the more pletised by this remarkf as the 
Ambassador is himself an officer of artil¬ 
lery, I should take this opportunity of 
stating, that the introduction of regular 
discipline into the Persian army, and the 
iormatioii of its artillery, within these few 
years, are entirely due to Ahbas-Mirza; 
and it must be allowetl that lie ha% (or so 
short a perioil, with the assistance indeed 
of able English officers, achieved a great 
deal. Only those w'ho are thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with the pertinacious obstinacy of 
the Persians, and their dread of every inno¬ 
vation, can form any conception of the ob¬ 
stacles which the Prince had to surmount 
in acconipiishing his views. Nothing less 
than the appearance of so enlightened a 
prince, 1 may say, such a phenomenon 
amidst the Persian people, could have pro- 
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diicetl such & reform in the army. His prin¬ 
cipal attention has been direciut to the or¬ 
ganization of the infantry and cavalry; and In 
this he has also afforded a proof of his acute^ 
ness^as the Persian horse isalreadysuflident- 
lygoodfalthough it cannot be compared w*itb 
regular cavalry. But tlie Persian cavalry is 
an object of national pridot and on tbaf 
ground alone the Prince could not interfere 
with its actual condition. He is power- 
fidly supported in the attainment of bis 
views by tbo King, who has appointed him 
beir to bis throne, on account of bb judg¬ 
ment and the mildness of his character; but 
still more, because his mother was of the 
family of Kadjor, from which the Sliab him¬ 
self has issued. The eldest brother, who 
governs several of the soutlierii provinces of 
the kingdom, is not much pleat^ed wii h this 
selection. Pie Is a coarse and cruel man, 
who delights in witnessing the barharous 
punishments of putting out eves, tearing 
out hearts, &e. He has succeeded in tin¬ 
dermining hl.s brother's reputation among 
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tlie principal famiHcii of Persia, whose suns 
all run into his service; and he lias art* 
fullj led them to consider the introduce 
tion of a regular system of discipline into 
the army, not only as a ritliculons, but a cul¬ 
pable innovation, in as much as it entails an 
intercourse with Europeans,, which is not 
strictly compatible witli the religion of the 
Persians, He teUa them that his brother’s 
measures arc injurious to the national hon¬ 
our, that his foreign predilections may per* 
haps induce him to adopt the customs, the 
dress, and even tlic religion of Europe; and 
by such idle tales as these, this man courts 
the favour of many Persians, who find an in¬ 
dolent life in his set^'ice more consonant to 
their inclinations, than it w'ould be to go 
through the daily military exercises, and 
submit to the discipline of Abbas-jMirjta.— 
Tlic latter, nevertheless, ,steatHly pursues 
the line of conduct which he ha^ prescrilted 
to himself; he has sent two of his sons* to 

* Abbu-Mir^a has sent iwci Pcinians to this cooiitry V 
liut they are bat hU iopr* One of them is studying 
Hiirgerj'j and the otl«r billitaty engineering-— 
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England, to be educated tliere, and he may 
one day be to Persia wliat Petei 1. was to 
Russia. The infantry, as well as the cavalij, 
are lightly and appropriately dressed. The 
former iiaveblue and also red jackets of Eng¬ 
lish cloth ; the latter have bluejackets trim¬ 
med with cotton lace: the oflicera have gold 
or silver lace, and wear red silk sashes, 
such as are used in the English army: Wide 
white pantaloons are generally worn, and the 
national ca[> of Persia, which does not look 
well. Instead of slippers the military wear 
boots, which they would not use, until en¬ 
couraged by the example of Abbas-AIirna. 
The muskets are sent I'rom England; but 
they have a foundery of cannon at Tauris, 
and can make good powder. Their ma^• 
noeuvres are simple, and only InuneJ Ibr the 
purpose of moving the troops in bodies, and 
of making them fire regularly. Tlie horse- 
artillery, aijfl the cavalry, are provided with 
English sabres, and the infantry have no 
side arms, except occasionally bayonets. 

After the Prince had shown us his artil- 
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lery to so much aclvantage* he requcstcfl the 
Ambassador and all his suite to accompany 
him to his new garden, which was not far 
from the place of review. VVe dismounted 
at the gate, and w'lLli the exception of 
Abbas-Mirza, no Persian entered tlie gar¬ 
den. Freetl from the observation of his 
own people, who consider it criminal in a 
person of rank to smile, His Highness yield¬ 
ed to his natural disposition, and convinced 
us that he possesses a sound judgment, and 
a character liighly amiable. The ]>rincipal 
avenue through which vve proceeilcd led 
straight to a lolly pavilion of several stories, 
built in the Asiatic style, and commanding 
a view of the whole city, The garden has 
been recently laid out in the European 
style, with walks and parterres: the trees 
are as yet young; and every thing has the 
appearance of having been but just finished ; 
but the place cannot fait to grow into a 
magnificent spot. Anti here too Abba-s- 
Mirza affords another instance of his endea¬ 
vours, by his own example, to introduce 

M 2 


■TOURNEt TO PKRSIA, 


Uyi 

better taste among Ills people. Before the 
pavilion there is a very extensive basin, 
whiclt is supplied with water ftoin a great 
distance. On approaching the pavilion, the 
gardener presented two bouquets to the 
Prince, wlio offered tlie finest ot them to the 
Ambassador, We ascended by a narrow 
staircase into a pleasant little apartment, 
from which we had a most extensive view 
of the whole city* The floor was covered 
w'ith carpets as usual, and the walls were 
decorated with small paintings. ^Ve were 
surprised to sec in two niches, in the upper 
part of the room, a portrait of the Emperor 
jVlexander, and one of Bonaparte, the last ot 
which was a striking likeness. The view of 
the town was not interestitfg: we saw no¬ 
thing but walls and trees, the housea being 
all concealed from our view, T^e city is 
bounded on the north by mountains, whose 
bright red colour would lead the observe^ 
to suspect their volcanic character, ii he 
were deal to the thunder that rolls within 
their subterraneous caverns, and shakes the 
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very foimdation of the city. We did not 
experience any earthquake during our resi¬ 
dence at Taurisi although we were told 
that tlieae phenomena of nature were very 
frequent here; and the inhabitants say that 
a very violent convulsion takes place period¬ 
ically at the expiration of every forty years* 
overwhelming the greater part of the city 
in ruins. They now expect this awful vi¬ 
sitation in four years iience* and yet they 
show no symptoms of alarm ; so singular is 
the combined effect of habit, of hope, atid 
of attachment (o the place of our birth 1 
We saw an old Persian, who, during the lost 
earthquake, had lain five doys buried under 
the ruins, where he was found by mere 
chance. I'lie climate of Tauris is in other 
respects lieaveiify, and it is said to have the 
effect of curing fever. As there were no 
chairs in the pavilion, Abbas-Mirsa had the 
civility to remain standing. Kis Highness 
at first asked the Ambassador whether he 
did not wish that the gentlemen of the Em¬ 
bassy should retire into another apartment* 
M 3 
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asi that in which we were asseitibled was 
rather crowded, and it would be dtflicult to 
fmtid round relresiiinctits; but Ilia £xcel- 
lencj very properly declared, that wliere /le 
waa, his officers nuiaL be present also. The 
Prince was not in the least discomposed by 
this answer, but, on the contrary, conversed 
with several of ns. Some gentlemen of the 
mission, afTeeted to consitler this observ¬ 
ation as betraying a want of good breed¬ 
ing and incivility; but allowing even that 
lie did avail himself ot' the jiretest of the 
apartment being crowded to get rid ot us, 
ought tills to be made a subject of reproach 
to him ? I)ii tliey forget that be has been 
accustomed from his early youth to see tlie 
highest persons in the state standing in 
a court, or, when in his apartment, at a 
hundred yards’ distance from him ? Would 
not any person in his place have telt the in¬ 
convenience of being in a dose and crowdetl 
room? The Prince carried his delicacy so far 
as even not to notice that vve were trampling 
his carpets with our boots, 'while the Eng- 
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li'sh themselves never enter his apartments 
but in red stockings,* The preservation of 
this part of our cdstiime was permitted, ns 
a complinientary distitiction to the Ambas¬ 
sador, as well as the members of the Russian 
Kmbassy j and it should be particularlj re¬ 
membered, that the watchful pride of the 
whole nation was extramelj sensitive upon 
this very point of etiquette, of our pulling 
off our boots: it was, in truth, this apparent¬ 
ly unimportant matter, which occasioned a 
total failure of our iiogoclations with Japan 
and China, Ahhas-Mirza conversed with 
his usual affability, while tea and refresh¬ 
ments were handing round ; and we acci- 

* Hie author hns oniitt-cd to stulfT probably 1i€ was 
not awnre, that ihc subject of these bouts biul tind{?rgDDc 
some diM^ussion protfioiisly to ihc utidlciictr. Tbc Hasi- 
sifliis insisted on appearioit if* *hdr rutiunal cooitumci 
and ihc tfiitjuptle of tbe Persian Court was dlAfienftcil with 
in ihdr fayonr^ With respect to the Brlti&h Mi»ion, 
case is difTcrenL It^i members fdt no hciJtdtion in 
complytug Hi onw with u ctMom, ihe uiiicryanri: of 
which ist no doubt, profier, since ii convey* a harmlH* 
dciDon^Uaiiou of respect, — TraMsialfir. 

M 4 


im 


JOUftNEY TO PERSIA. 


detitAllv discovered an honourable trait of 
hia character, which in Persia excited our 
astonishmeiiL The Ambassatlor observed 
in the garden a proiectlng corner ol an old 
wall, wliich spoiled the beauty ol the aur- 
Tounding objects, and disfigtiretl the pro¬ 
spect. His Excellency asked the Prince 
why he did not order the wall to be pulled 
down ? “ Only conceive," replied His High* 
ness, with a view of forming gardens on 
a grand scale, I purchased the grounds ol 
several proprietors. The owner of that where 
the wall stands, is an old |ieasant, who has 
absolutely refused to sell his property to met 
because he will not part Ibr any price with 
an ancient patrimonial possession of his la- 
mily. ! must allow, his obstinacy vexes me 
esceetlingly, and yet I cannot but honour 
him tor his attachment to his forefathers, 
and still more Ibr his boldness in denying 
me his ground* I must wait until the tim^ 
when his heir will, perhaps, be more rea¬ 
sonable.” WIio would have expected to 
find so much feeling in despotic Asia ? 
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Abbass-Mirza spoke with great jiitlgment 
oftbe organization of the Turkish army: he 
had a mean opinion of their cavalrj'j and he 
particularly censured the custom of carrying 
so much useless baggage into the field- 
Nor did he avoid this occasion ol‘ blaming 
himself: he thought that the same objec¬ 
tion applied, perhaps, still more strongly 
to the Persian army j as all those who were 
accustomed to kali ion smoking were attend¬ 
ed by a number of followers called cinder- 
bearers*, who were of tliemselves sufficient 
to compose a small army, and who w'erc 
not only useless mouths, but also impeded 
the movements of the troops, and frequently 
occasioned accidents by hre. 

“ Smoking, continued the Prince, would 
be unobjectionable in Itself, but 1 hnd that 
it is carried too far in my country; it 
consumes nearly the whole ol the day, and 

• Every Persian wlio (KHmssc* a moderate income it 
conrttntly accoiupanicd by a fdlow, whose sote oecupt- 

lion cofliisH in keeping' cind^i^ byming in iWi JFon pAn^ 
and in filling nnd lighting die k»llion.— 


170 


JOURNEY TO FEHSiAp 


usel 111 occupations are frequently unatteudeil 
to on Us account. I have considered myself 
bound to set the example, and have totally 
renounced a favourite hahU: but I have un¬ 
dertaken a dlflicult task, and one vthich 
seems to press lieavilyon these gentlemen: 
the practice is so closely connected with 
their habits of indolence, that they have not 
the courage to follow my example/* 

A prince wlio thinks and acts in this 
manner cannot fail to acquire the love of 
his people, and with that to secure the ac- 
compUslimetit of liis great designs. It is 
rattier singular that many persons should 
assert that Abbas-Mirza is indebted ibr his 
enlightened education to the Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor Mirza-imurk, a cunning old man, of no 
education whatever. The Prince derives 
his acquirements and iidbrtnation from very 
different sources: he is well acquainted with 
the history and the customs of Europe, 
uid has studied the science of war, mathe¬ 
matics, and the English language. After 
we had spent a full hour in His Plighness^s 
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ooliipHnYj w’e left, the garden together, and 
pAHsod. by the remains of a. beaut it ul old 
metshet (church), ;vl»lcli had been destroyed 
by an eartluiuake. An old dervish, most 
ludicrously tlressedt sitting upon the ruins, 
with a loud voice cried out ** Ali.” The 
Tritice left us at the gate oi' his palace, and 
we returned home. On the evening of the 
following day we were invited to go and 
see some tire-works winch Abbas-Mirza had 
ordered in honour of Lite Ambassador. We 
entered a large court, w liicli was filled with a 
variety of frames and preparations. In the 
middle was an air-balloon, the filling of which 
the people did not seem to understand, for it 
remained wdiere it was, and could not be 
made to ascend. ^Ve were received by 
Miraa^Bcjurk in a Sorgu house at the end 
of tlie court; and an immense concourse 
of people crowded the walls and roofs of- 
the adjoining buildings, patiently awaiting 
the commencement of the entertainment: 
but Urey were principally attracted by our 
music,which tire Ambassador had sent there 
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with tho consent of Abbas-Mirza, with a 
view to gratify the curiosity of the people^ 
and at tlic same time to enliven the lUver- 
sion. Tlie Prince was not present; and in 
this instance* again, his conduct was regu¬ 
lated by good feeling; for had he been 
there. Ins first minister, as well as the 
military governor of the city, and other 
personages, must have stood outside, before 
the window, while we sltould. all have re¬ 
mained in the apartment. In staying away, 
therefore, His Highness showed a delicate 
attention to the feelings of his attendants 
and subjects, whicli did him credit. He 
sent his excuses, and charged his first 
minister to do the Jionours of the fete. 
Before dark* refreshments were brought in, 
and I was not a little surprised to perceive 
Frendi uniforms in the court. Several of 
us went down to talk to the persons wearing 
them, and we found that tiiey were Italians, 
who, it seems, had not succeeded in finding 
the philosopher’s stone in their own country. 
Although bearing the rank of officers, they 
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appearetl to us men of low origint and one 
of tliem said that he liad come to Persia 
because be Imd found it too hot in Sicily. 
We left these gentlemen, whose object in 
coming here seems to have been to dispose 
of themselves to the best bidder, and soon 
afterwards a signal was given that the en¬ 
tertainment should begin. A number ot 
rockets, of a large size, were first let off, 
after which, through some mistake, the last 
row of fire-works was lighted first, upon 
which wheels and cascades began to set up 
- a dreadful noise. Owing to the narrowness 
of the court, the fire-works were so huddled 
together that the last row, which had been 
lighted too early, set fire to the adjoining 
combustibles; these communicated with 
the remainder, and the whole works went 
off at once, w ith continual reports of mor¬ 
tars, producing a tremendous clatter and 
confusion, answering to the most poetical 
description of the infernal regions, &c. &c. 
Every thing flew about, spitting fire and 
spreading confusion in all directions: the 
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people rushed down from the widU and 
roofs of the houses; and our apollieeary, 
who had never seen aii}' thing ot' the kind, 
exclaimed with astonishment that the battle 
of Leipzig was a pop-gun compared to this, 
Thus the entertainment, which had been 
calculated to last an hour, was over in ten 
minutes; and Mirza-Rejurk, who was at 
first rather disconcerted, told us, with his 
natural adroitness, tluit the whole of the 
fire-works had been purposely lighted at 
onc^ in order that the precious moments 
of the Ainbassa<lor might not be wasted by 
such trifles. The noise ivas still ringing in 
our ears when we reached iiome. The 
English ofhcers came and supped with us, 
and as it happened to be the birth-day of 
their Sovereign*, they drank Ids health in 
potent bumpers. 

• A* die render will find in a subsefjuent pngc tliot 
the Ruiisian left Tmiris on ihe Sfidi of Miiy, 

1m; auy at first iiniigine tlmi llie author has commilted h 
mwteke in naming the Z4tti of May as iho King** birth¬ 
day; but it should be recollccled that the author, as 

a RuaalM, computes time according to the old _ 

Tra/ule^or. 
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Early on llie following morniitg the Am¬ 
bassador received a letter from Teheran, 
addressed to him by the Prime Minister 
I^iirza-Jefii, who announced, that on account 
of the insulfemble heat of the weather in 
that city, it was the King’s intention to 
receive the J^mbassy at bis country residence 
of Sultan ie. Abbas-MtrEa oSbred us, in the 
mean time, tlte use of his own palace at 
Udgani, in case we found the heat intoler¬ 
able at Tauris. Tliis obliging offer was 
accepted, more with a view to enjoy free¬ 
dom jrom the restraint of daily etiquette 
with which the Ambassador had been al¬ 
ready so much plated at Tauris, and our 
departure was ft>wc<l for the following day. 
In the mean time Abbas-Mlrza requested 
that our mnsictans, and the Tserkesaes, 
might be sent to him; probably with the 
view to afford his women an opportunity of 
hearing European^ music. I shohld mention 
here an odd ctrcunistance which occurred 
about this time: among these Cossacks, 
who all professed the Maliometan religion. 


176 


JOUKNEY TO PEB-SIA, 


there was one who had been indisposed for 
several days, and was attendeil by Dr. 
Idliller, whos advice the man did not much 
relish ; and as he did not ieel himself getting 
better so rapidly as he desired, he refused 
to take any more physic trom Mtiller, and 
begged to see a Persian plyisician. It 
seems that medicine in Persia is made to 
rest upon the two following axioms: heat 
must be repelled by cold^ and cold fay heat. 
The Persian doctor appeared, looked grave, 
and prescribed foe the patient, who was 
labouring under inflammatory fever, a large 
quantity of ice, which the poor wretch 
swallowed with extacy; —*he died on the 
third day. 

The musicians and the Tserkesses ao 
cordingly waited on Abbas-Miraa. He 
first made the band play every piece of 
music that they knew, and then examined 
each instrument In detail, admiring the skill 
witli which harmony was produced from 
such varieties of tones. He desired each 
musician to play singly, and after having 
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mnile them all march whli music, dismissiHl 
them with rich presents. Tlie Tserkessea 
^vere then <Lesired to shoot with bows at a 
mark, which they lilt very ivell. The I’rince 
liituself took up a, bow and arrow ; missed 
the mark six Limes, arid Jut it the seventh: ** 1 
tliought,” said he, reliiniing ilie bow, “ that 
it was a ntore difficult matter than it really 
is,” The men also receiver! presents. 

Tauris is generally placed on a level .of 
comparison with Ispahan and Shiran; and I 
am sorry for it, as 1 could itave wdsked that 
there had been a Persian town of which I 
might have said something lavoiirahle. In 
descrihing one, it is impossible to use tile 
term streets: they are in fact narrow ibot- 
patlis betw'een small irregular wallsj and 
those of Tauris are as dirty as those of. 
any other city. The ba^ear here, which is 
reckoned the first in Persia, is nothing more 
than a narrow passage, the top of which is 
covered with rush mats, and it is lined on 
each side with small shops. Hero juid there 
the passage opens into a spacious court, 
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orciipsed by tamivansarays, which are merely 
filonc wareiiousesj where merchants deposit 
goods which they afterwards retail in the 
shops. This famed bazar winds roimd the 
city In a variety of crooked directions, and 
is constantly filled with idle people and 
speculators of every description, all pressing 
and elbowing each other, and often jambed 
against tlie wall by horseinen and asses. 
Cabbages, garlic, silk stuffs, roasted mut¬ 
ton, and shawds are seen in close contact. 
The merchants are very impudent: they 
ask for their goods twice as ranch as they 
are worth, and appear wretchedly poor. A 
shopkeeper keeps only small patterns of 
cloths and stuffs, and if there be a demand 
for more, he runs about among Jus friends 
in the bazar to get the quantity wanted. 
Very few of these tradesmen have shawls 
for sale, and when they have any, it is only 
in small numbers. With respect to shawls, 
people in Europe lidiour under a great 
mistake; those which arc worn in Persia 
ore the very worst tliat 1 ever saw; the best 
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are sent iVom Castiniire, by way of Ilagdail, 
to Constantinople, wliere they fetch a good 
price, ami arc forwarded from tliencc to all 
parts of Europe. VVe have seen people here 
admire shawls which no lady in our country 
would tillnh of wearing; and I am therefore 
not surprised that the Persian Ainhossador 
at the court of St. Petershnrgli, vvlio took a 
fancy to make a present of one to the Coun¬ 
tess OrloflJ should .soon afterwards have had 
the mortification to see it worn by tier maid, 
while the Countess herself had on a shawl of 
such value, as perfectly astonishctl flis Es- 
cellency. The Persians cannot afford to pay 
the prices that are given lor ttiem at Con¬ 
stantinople and in liussia. 

Since I liave cntereil upon the subject 
of shawls, I shall give a general de¬ 
scription of the Persian eostimie t Every 
Persian, from the King dow'uwards, wears a 
cap of black sheeji-skiu : tlie dress consists 
of a straight under garment, open about the 
chest, and hanging doi^^ to the heels: it is 
made of ixiarse cloth anioiig the poor classes, 
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of European cliintz among the rich, and 
that worn by the higher ranks consists of gold 
stuff. Over this they wear a girdle of cloth, 
or a sfiawl, according to the condition of 
the individual: in this they tarry a dagger, 
of more or less value; and the officers of 
go\'emineut luive sabres besides. Ihey 
wear small socks, of different colours, and 
slippers, which are generally green. Ibe 
upper garment reaches down to the knee, 
and is cut out under the arms, so tliat the 
sleeves can either bo Jrawrn in, or throwni 
behind the back. Their hands and nails 
are coloured red. The whole distinction be* 
tween a chan and a peasant, independenth* 
of the quality of their respective dresses, is 
another shavvl, which the chan is allowed 
to wear round his cap. From the ujiper 
garments of a Persian one tan form a notion 
of his taste and his wealth r they arc made 
of fine Fmglish cloth, of gold stuff, and even 
of shawls. The costume of women (some 
of whom wre saw during our journey, not¬ 
withstanding the stern Asiatic jealousy with 
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which they arc watchetl] Is very ugly: they 
wear pan tn loo ns of enormous widtli, hang¬ 
ing down to their heels, and a short dress, 
reaching to llie knee; their whole figure is 
shrouded in a black veil, and their faces are 
thickly bedaubed with paint. The higher 
classes wear stuffs and shawls, and the rest 
calicries. 

The vvliole art and endeavour of a Persian 
woman is directed to the single object of 
pleasing her lord ; and as some fifty or six¬ 
ty women have to contend for that honour 
at once, it is not difficult to guess what a 
theatre of intrigue a seraglio must be. Al¬ 
though a harem may be stylwi a terra tTt- 
cognita, since no mortal can learn wivat is 
going on there, and the woman who has 
once passed its thresholtl has renounced the 
w'orld for ever, yet opportunities now and 
then occur of hearing something aljout its 
unhappy inmates. In the first place, the 
seraglioa are built in such a mantter, tliat it 
is impossible to peep into them from any 
elevated situation, even at a distance. The 
N 3 
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principal entrance is guarded by women, 
and the attendance is otherwise perfomied 
by females. The poor women, who hate 
each utJier mortally, are lodged so closely 
to each other, that not one of them can 
utter a word without its being heard ; and 
those who might liope to alleviate their 
grief by mutually confiding their woes to 
each other, would certainly be o verheard by 
their ever listenifig neighbours, and by them 
betrayed to their master. If, to divert the 
dulness of solitude, a woman should chance 
to sing, she is laughed at by the others. 
The w'oman who bears « son unto her lord 
receives the honourable appellation of Tci/e; 
and, presuming not a little upon that dis* 
tinction, she strives to place herself above 
the others, w-ho spurn her assumed superi¬ 
ority, and claim redress from their lord, by 
pleading greater youth, or more beauty- In 
short, these poor creatures pass the whole 
day at their toilet, each sighing and hoping 
that in the evening she may be the se¬ 
lected object of attention. The follow- 
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Ing particulars, relating to the domestic 
economy of tlte harems, liave been derived 
Irorn respectable sources; A Persian is bound 
by religion and custom not only to maintain 
and clothe his women in the best maimer, 
but also to allow tiiem considerable pin- 
money. There are women who deny them¬ 
selves many little comforts, and save their 
allowances, which they aftenvards secretly 
convey the amount by some eunuch to tiieir 
lord, and sudi are tliea certain of being 
selected. Thus the men sell tliem&elves 
to their own women. It may easily be 
conceived what sort of morality reigns in 
these harems. Unfortunately children remain 
there with their mothers until they are eight 
of ten years of age. What do they not see 
and hear theire? They are also not un- 
frequently employed to drawv hy innocent 
solicitations, their father's attention to their - 
motlier. Whether it be possible or not to 
manage an intrigue in a harem, is a point 
which 1 will not undertake to decide; hut 
1 heard that there have been instances of 
y 4 
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such thiiigs, and I even saw paintings re^ 
presenting something of tliat kind. When 
throiigli war St or other causes, the men are 
compelled to absent themselves, it is scarcely 
possible that ilie Jiarems sliould enjoy a 
quiet inten'egnum: it then becomes fea¬ 
sible lo^^bribe the eunuch ; and it is said, in 
particular, that blind men cut a hgure in 
these intrigues. Unaware of the places to 
which they are led, they ate kept in cellui's 
until opportunities oib^'t to convey them 
away. With the consent of the eunuch 
these matters must be easy to arrange. The 
women are particularly solicitous about the 
hcaltli of their lord, for when he dies they 
are shut up during the remaindor of their 
lives, A cluld who has lived until iUi 
tenth year in a harem, witnessing its 
mother’s conduct, ednnot remain altadied 
*to its parents, since Us ajQection has not 
l>cen cemented by respect. A boy on leav¬ 
ing the harem enters the worUl, and after- 
Tvards seeks every opportunity to seduce 
his father’s w'omen, in ^vhich he is not un-< 
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Irequentlj? assisted by his niolher. There 
are instances of tliis, and chiJdren are on 
tliat account forbidden to see thcic mothers. 
But enough of these enormities, whidi I 
should perhaps have alloweil to remain 
untold ; on perusing them, however, the 
reader may join with me in thanking Provi¬ 
dence, for having been born in a country 
where the dignity of woman is respected. 

A celebrated river of the ancients, the 
Orontes* is said to have, passed through 
Tauris i it is now dwindled into a dirty 
rivulet called Spingtsha, The city lies in 
38’ north latitude. The heat was at the 
average of 22^’ Reaumur. 


The 26th of May.—Tliis day we left 
Tauris. The military governor, and other 
personages of the city, accompanied us out 
of the gates. 'Five road proce«led through 
a sandy and liilly country: the Httlc river 
Bavineu followed us on the left. On our 
right we observed at some distance from 

• Tlic Orontes was n river of Syria.— Trandator. 
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Tauris a mountain still covered with snow, 
standing perfectly insulated. At noon we 
reached the village of Vasmitsh, surrounded 
with copse, and situated on the little river 
of the same name. Ahbas-Mirza has or¬ 
dered the inhabitants to plant trees. The 
Asiatics, it seems, will not without compul¬ 
sion attend to their own advantage and plea^ 
sure. Wood is sold in Persia by the pound 
weight, and at a very dear price. In the 
evening we were surprised by a storm 
from the south-west, which brought on 
a heavy rain. Tlie inhabitants thanked 
God for it, rain being very scarce in ]*erstit. 
It seldom rains in winter, although it freezes 
and snoves. In the evening aii officer came 
in with a letter to the Amhasaador from 
Abbas-Mirza, conveying, in the most flat¬ 
tering terms, assurances of His Highness’s 
friendship and regard. He hail even 
carried his politeness so far as to aliix his 
seaP on tlie left hand side of the letter, 

* The F«r?iflns ncter sign names j bat mcnety 

aifiat the impresaioR of theit 
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which Is not only n mark of high respect^ 
but is never done in Persia except by an 
inferior to ii superior* 

The 27 th.—Wc left our beautiful encamp¬ 
ment; and we had no hope ol seeing trees 
again for some time* Where are the orange 
groves of whicli we had dreametl ? W'here 
are the fields of lilies? There is not even a 
blade of gmsa to be seen. Naked moun¬ 
tains strewed with atones throw a greyish 
tint over the scenery, which fatigues the 
eye. Every hiil deceives us with the hope 
that it’s ascent may unfold to us some ani¬ 
mating cliaiige in the face of natnre ; but 
in vain. Hills succeed to hills, rocks are 
piled u^jon rocks, and there is no variety 
but the change from dreariness to desola¬ 
tion. W'e pitched our tenta to day on a 
swamiiy ground, not far from the village of 
Seidabad: tlie water was scarcely drinkable. 
On the left a road sinks amidst high rocks, 
and loses itadl’in awful obscurity, Alex¬ 
ander of Macedon, whose name the road 
Htill bears, is said to have first forced 
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it*s passage^ The »pot is on this accontit 
highly interesting to the antiquary; but 
for my part, I thougliL tii* the green fields 
of my own country. 

The 28 tli. — We began our journey by 
climbing up a slee]J hill, on the middle of 
which stands a caravansarav. We reaclictl 
its summit at last, amidst the monotonous 
tinkling of the bells of our camels anti 
mules, A steep and dangerous way leads 
down the other side, and an unboundeil 
waste, covered with yellow grass, appears 
quite in unison with the snrronnding moim- 
tains. In tlie mlilst of the plain is seen a 
small speck, whidi appears lost in this ex¬ 
panse of dreariness; it is the castle of 
UdiTani. We did not at first believe our 
guidesbut as we apjjroached, it gradually 
assumed the appearance of a plantation of 
orange trees, which it was not unlike, from 
the singular style of Its architecture. It 
may be remembered that Abbas-Mirza had 
the condescension to ofibr us this castle for 
our residence, until the King should come to 
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SuUflnie. The iaternal arrangement of the 
house is really not bad; and the whole 
building corresponds very well with the 
exterior : a corridor divides two courts, con¬ 
taining a number ul small HjinttmentSj in 
two stories; panes of variegated glass in 
the window’s are arranged with inuch taste. 
The Iniilding reals upon a liandsome stone 
terrace, hv tlie side oi a garden, wliich un¬ 
fortunately has iHHjn only recently planted : 
the trees in It are small, and afford no 
shade. The house is open on lliis side, 
according to the Peraian custom, and forms 
a tolerably spacious hall, in which the 
Prince generally sits alone, while those to 
whom he gives audience stand on tlie terrace. 
There are lour paintings in this hall; a 
portrait of our Emperor; one of Bonaparte; 
a battle-piece, representing a victory ob^ 
tiiined by the Persians over the Russians, in 
which Abbas-Miry.a, and a figure in Enghsli 
uniform, arc placed in the fore-groimiL It 
is a pity, however, that thev should not 
have told us the name of this battle. The 


190 


JOUBNEY TO l^RSIA, 


fourth pamtiog represents Abbas-Mirza 
reviewing the regular troops for the first 
time before his father, on the plains of 
Udgani: the Sliah is on horseback, and the 
Prince lies prostrate at hjs feet. Some 
gentieitien of the mission contended tliot 
sucli n position was degrading: it is a piL_jf 
that they should persist in confounding 
custom with character j in the present in^ 
stance, at any rate, their observation was 
ill applied, for the son lies before bis father. 
Tlie character of thfc Japanese would be 
much more degraded, if they were to be 
judged according to the standard of these 
gentlemen; for it is tlie custom of the 
country that every iiidividunl should not 
only kneel before the Emperor, but also in 
presence of his own parents; and yet there 
are few nations which have stronger claims 
to a more strictly honourable character.— 
The whole building is surmounted by a 
broad square tower, containing a large apart¬ 
ment, whicli miistafibrd a cool and delights 
ful retreat during the he&t of summer. In 
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the courts there are artificial pieces of water, 
and there is also a marble bath, fitted up 
with every convenience. It could not be 
the dismal country tliat surrounds this place 
that could have induced Ahbas-Alirza to 
build a castle here: he must have been 
attracted by the violent winds, which regu¬ 
larly blow from eight o’clock in the morn- 
insr until six in the alternoon, and wliich 
not only cxtingubh all sensation of heat, 
but even render a great coat a very desir¬ 
able companion. No living creature is seen 
throughout this desolate waste, except star- 
linifs, of wliich immense numbers sit on the 
roof of the castle, and imitate iJae voices of 
different birds, and even the barking of 
dogs, in the drollest manner: there was no 
sleeping after they had begun their chatter. 
When we had been several days at Udgani, 
intelligence arrived that it would not be 
possible that the King could receive the 
Embassy before die month of August, as 
the nation was celebrating the religious 
festival of the Bairani, during which not 
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only no business is attendeii to, but from 
sunrise to sunset people are forbidden to 
taste any thing, even water, or to smoke. 
As this Bairam lasts two montlis, we had 
the agreeable prospect of remaining at this 
wretched place during the whole of that 
period. The bare idea of tljis gave a fever 
to two gentlemen of die Embassy} and the 
Ambassador himself would have been un¬ 
able to resist the iiiiluence of surrounding 
melancholy. His Excelleucy, tberetbre, 
be ^ ed the raemandar to look out for some 
other residence, where we might at least 
see some trees. The Chau complied with 
this request, and announced, shortly after¬ 
wards, that he had found a desirable village 
within two days’ march. 'I'his intbrmation 
was highly pleasing to us all, although we 
were at the same time convinced that we 
should not meet with such good actrommo- 
dation in any other place. Orders were 
immediately given^o make preparations for 
mir departure. 
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Tint 5th of Tune.—We this ilaj left Utl- 
gaiiii At a short distance from which we ob¬ 
served the ruins of what tradition reports to 
have been a great citj, whicli was total¬ 
ly destroyed by Abbas the Great during 
his xvars. This city is said to have been 
inhabited by giants rmtned Kausi *; one of 
wJioni^ culled Kustan, lias acquired great 
celebrity in - Persia^ his name constantly 
occurring in eastern tales and romances. 

Our road was stony^ and the ground liilly. 
On the left we saw a great number of round 
stones, which the Persians assert to have 
been the identical seats upon which the 
Kausi sat and deliberated when they were 
at war wiili the Aledes. Every member of 

* The Knuti nrvre P«.'niian giantii, who <tL‘rivo their 
UDine from King KauFj Rumameil Nl|iirod» who vem l2ie 
ion of Kobndfi ChUK^u$, die king of ihe i^truiiifi 
tlyna^tyf Kans hatl the prot^umptioii to attt'fiipi tci 
Ascend into the hooircns m a caFi to which he Imil 
h»rne«4ed two He h &aid lo hrnve nrigned 130 

ycrir% — 
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the council was obliged to bring his own 
stone with Iiim. About half way we pro- 
ceedeil along a small stream, abounding 
with fish: we stopped, and in less than an 
hour a supply sufficient for the whole mis¬ 
sion was caught. It is singular that the 

Persians never eat fish. Our encampment 

was formed near the village ot Tikniedash, 
which in the Persian language signifies 
spatted vlonc. 

The 6th. — 'Hie road was uniformly the 
same j one or two old caravansarays 
were nearly the only olyects that did 
not look like naked mountains. We loft 
the high road which leads to Teheran, and 
proceeded to the left. After a good hour’s 
niarch, we were surprised by coming sud¬ 
denly in sight of a Ijeantiful valley, in 
which & murmuring stream pursued its ser¬ 
pentine course through the must picturesque 
shrubbery. We caught an occasional glimpse 
of the village of Sengiiabat, our destined 
place of residence, where we found our 
tetils roost agreeably placed close to the 
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streanit under tfie nliadc of old poplars and 
apricot treea» which seemed as if they were 
Joined together by garlands of roses. The 
wind was shut out by the surroitiidjiig 
mountains, here and there covered with 
tufU of liigli grass ; and herds of cattle 
grazing on their surface, heightened the 
interest of llie landscape. An old tower 
very appropriately completes this pictu- 
resijue scenery. The lieat was about 24" 
Beaumur, in the shade. The trees of our 
encampment w'ere at times illuminated in 
the evening; the band played, and Russian 
songs resounded in the mountains of Persia. 
Tlie inhabitants, w ho at hrst w^ere extremely 
shy, gradually threw oft* their reserve, and 
even participated in our arausements. Some 
gentlemen of the Embassy, who disguised 
themselves in women’s cIoUics, in wrhicli 
they really did not look much amiss, dt> 
ceived the Persians so completely, that the 
joematidar himself, who knew us all per¬ 
sonally, would not, for some time, believe 
that they were men ; and seemed to think 
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that we hiul rouiitl meiuis to carry women 
with us, ill a manner to elude his observ¬ 
ation, Tlie inlmbitatits of the village were 
extremely delighted with our female dress: 
they were, however, surprised that a ved 
formed no part of It ; and they frequently 
;isked wiiether, in our coiiiUry, every one 
might really look at a woman with im¬ 
punity? Yes, thought 1, we may with the 
impunity that you mean; but how often arc 
we not made to pay tiearly for our privilege 
of looking at them! The heat compelled us 
to give up the imiial European mode of 
living, and we Ibiind it much better to fol¬ 
low *the example of the Persians- ’VYe 
accordingly breakfasted at nine o’oiock in 
the morning, am! lay in the shade until six 

o'clock, when we dined. 

I had the raisibrlune to he in a tent 
where, one day, an immense phalangium 
was caught. It must have been a fenude, 
for in the same evening ten smaller reptiles 
made their iippcurance, and ran about tlie 
corners of the tent, as if looking ibr some- 
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tliinjr, A phalaiiglum is an enormous 
s[>ider» coveretl witli liaii ot a red coioor: 
its teet are lurnislied witfi small claws* 
and its month has tour front teeth, w'itii 
whidi it bites dreadlhUj. It is very mali¬ 
cious* and is always angrily whizzing and 
springing about. Wlien it is placed in a 
glass with a scorpion, a bloody contest 
ensues, in which the j>haJangiuin always 
proves victorious : indeed the scorpion is 
lucky, if the phakngium does not immedi¬ 
ately divide him at one. bite. It must be 
allowed that these are very unwelcome 
visiters in a tent. Tiiey treqnently deprive 
one of all sleep. If the light be put out, 
one has the horror of fancying that tliey are^ 
crawling on the bolster by hundreds; but if 
the light be left burning, they run into the 
Raine. 

We found ourselves rather tU otF with 
respect to wine under tlie Persian maiia,^ 
ment, for none is made except in Armenia, 
and that only for the use of the people 
dicinselvcs. They were, therefore, obliged 
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to hunt for it iii every villa^, thr And wide j 
and it was generally so badj iluit nobwiy 
could dritik it. It w'ould have been a very 
easy matter for the Persian government to 
liave procured some from Grusia, since they 
had midertakeji to maintain us in Persia at 
their own expense» in return ibr the recep¬ 
tion wliich their embassy had experienced 
in St. I’etersburgh, where they drank live 
best wine, and were gratuitously provided 
with every thing that they could want. As 
that was not done, the Ambassador bad 
too high a sense ol' <lelicacy to ask for 
Grusian wine; i)ut His Excellency ordered a 
supply from Tiflis, which arrived here to 
our great satisfaction, and w'us issued to us 
m daily portions. It is very dangerous to 
drink water in Persia, because it occasions 
fever, which it is afterwards not easy to get 
rid of. As the Persians did not seem to have 
any objection to the matter, we subsequent¬ 
ly received two further supplies of wine 
from Tiflis. 

It is not a little singular that in this 
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season of the year we should hnve seen no 
fruit, excepting bad cherries. Vegetables 
are not to be had at all. It is really a 
miserable country! If the accounts of tra¬ 
vellers were true, abuotlance ol’ fruit would 
every where meet the eye j the people 
would be arrayed in magnificent shawls j and 
reposing in luxury on roses, would he ad¬ 
miring a beautiful sky. Many of out friends, 
no doubt, think that at tins moment we too 
are on a bed of roses ; instead ol which we 
lie on Imrd and sandy ground, heartily wash¬ 
ing to be removed from our terrestrial 
paradise. 

Two English travellers. Colonel Johnson 
and Captain Salter, who are journeying 
overland from the East Indies Ui England, 
staid with us several days. The Colonel 
spoke very gootl French, and seemed a 
man of extensive information. Ihc English 
who wish to proceed overland to England 
from the East Indies, come by sen into the 
Persian(iulf, where they land at the fortress 
of Bendarabas, which formerly belonged Uj 

0 4 


200 


JOUHNtlY I’HKSIA, 


the Portuguese*fjubsefjiienIly tottic* Pcrsiatis* 
and is now, for tlie sake of greater securityi 
in the hands of the Englisli; for there is a 
pearl lishery in the neighbourliooil, wliich 
naturally retpiires to be well protected. 
From liendarabas they proceed to Shiraz, 
where tlie estcellent w'ine ol that name 
grows, and they take pleasure in visiting the 
mins of PersepoHs- At Teheran they meet 
with a friendly reception; at Tanris they 
arc received by their own countrymen j and 
from Tiflis they travel post tltrough Little 
Russia and Poland* to Ihmiburgh, or any 
other place they prefer. 

Colonel Johnson had brought with him 
several coins from PersepoUs, where they 
arc dug out of the ground without difficulty j 
and he also showe<l us some broken pieces 
of bas reliefs, having inscriptions on ibem, 
w'bicb nobcKiy t^an read, Persepolis is, per¬ 
haps, the only city in the world of which it 
is unknown when it was built, by wiiom it 
was inhabiteci, and how It was destroyed 
It is known only that it was conquered by 
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Alexflnilet the Cireat* Vtlias been said, tliuL 
one of bis women obtained iVotw him by her 
importunities permission to set hre to the 
eitjf. Hut tiie most singular circumstance 
relative to these ruins is that they by no 
means seem to indicate the previous exist¬ 
ence of dwelling houscS) but have the general 
appearance of being the remains of one im¬ 
mense temple, or Jil least of several smaller 
ones. In one place, niimhers of pillars of dif¬ 
ferent tlimensions stand upon a terrace ; in 
other places they aregrouped, and found m all 
positions; but liot a Irke is Ibund of a house, 
nor liny thing resembling the ruins of one* 
The capitals of the columns evidently prove 
that they never could have lieeii connected 
together. What then was l‘ersepoUs? Per¬ 
haps some temple of enormous size, such as 
surpasses the conceptions of the present 
generation, 'fhere is no village, nor are 
there any ruins in its vicinity: not even 
grass grows 5 and the superb remains of this 
singular temple lie in a desert. Among the 
many inscriptions w’hicii are found there, it 
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is not a little remarkable tbat some should 
be in Greek characters, in which the name 
of Artaxcrxes occurs, 'J'he iuiniaii figures 
are mostly in ,a costunte now unknown. 
Some of these must be meant to represent 
kings or rulers, for the figures that surround 
them are placed In att itudes of respect } and 
the sovereigns are covered witli mantles, on 
the edges of which are niiknown characters. 
Besides several coins. Colonel Johnson sent 
to tlie Ainba-ssndor a piece which had been 
broken off the wing of a sphynx. 

Hy way of variety, perhaps also t<i re¬ 
lieve the inhabitants of Sengilabat, the me- 
mandar proposed a change of residence to 
the Ambassador; and ive accordingly left, 
with regret, our shady valley, the most 
j^reeable that we met with in Persia. 

The 20th. — Wc set out early in the 
morning of a fine day, leaving on our right 
the high road, which pttrsuetl its direction 
through a dreary waste; and following the 
mountains on ohr left, we passed through a 
pleasant country, and some pretty vil)ages> 
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until at noon we reached that of Versagan, 
where onr tents were pitched in a plantation 
of apricot trees. The satisfaction which we 
felt at the siglit of tliese was not of long 
duration, as tlie Persians assured us that 
the^' were tlie last that we slioiild meet with 
for some time, an observation which un- 
Ibrtunatcly proved to be too true. 

Although V'ersagan, as a residence, could 
not be compared to Sengilabat, yet the sur¬ 
rounding country is very beautiful, and is 
watered by tlie little river Versagantshal 
We observed tlie remains of a large build¬ 
ing, which, together with the wliole district, 
belongs to the brother of the unfortunate 
Sadik-Chan, formerly owner of the village. 

The cruel history of this nobleman is as 
follows,—When the reigning Shah aspired 
to the throne, the tiation was divided by 
several parties, wlio fougiit with each other 
until they were all reduced to submission 
by the Shah. Sadik-Chan, the rkliest and 
most powerful parUEan, was alone able to 
keep up a long resisUUK^; but being at laat 
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overwlieltneti by ,sui»L'Tlor Ibrces, he was 
tot4iUy clefeatttl, and obliged to Hy. He 
succc^ed in eflbeting his escnjje to Griisiat 
where he sued tor and obtuined protect ion. 
Some time aller^ he received let ter a Ironi the 
Shah, lioldjiig out assiirancca of forgiveness 
of the past, and pruinises of triendship j 
adding, that he had oiiiy to return ipiietly, 
and resume his possesaic^us. His t'riends 
warned him to be cautious; but he siitiered 
himself to be deluded, and went to reheran, 
where he was immured alive, and starved to 
death, after having nearly eaten iiis own 
hands. 

Tlie barharoiis cliaracier of this people 
would seem to render recotirse to strong 
measures necessary ; and yet the present 
king is a very mild ruler, such indeed as 
Persia has not been blessed witl>, from time 
immemorial. The Persians seem to con¬ 
sider with great indifi'erence, tortures more 
dreadful than death itself; and they reckon 
a mong their mildest punishments, that ol 
Ireing heat on the soles of the feet, until 
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lliev flrs rendefeii incnpiible of walking lor 
many moiilhn; or undergoing a dreadful 
beating wiili a tremendous bludgeon, most 
unmerdfiiUy applieti, with no worse consi- 
quences than a broken rib or two. 

Tfie King’s own brother gave an unparal¬ 
leled example ol' jiatience under suffering. 
His ftlajesty bad several times discovered 
that he was planning conspiracies against 
his life, but bad forgiven him on each 
occasion, from the hope of conciliating 
him by mildness. Having, however, been 
once more detected in similar practices, the 
King desired that he should be arrested, and 
^enuo him to say that his “ eyes pleased 
him greatly " “ If my eyes please him, he 

may take them,” was the brother’s reply. 
He allowed them to be cut out without a 
murmur, and they were presented to the 

King on a gold plate. 

U bad been determined that we should 
atop Oiilv one day at Versagan; but the 
arrival of MM. Masarowitsh and De 
Ricard, who, It will be remembered, had 
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been dispatchud, in the month of Januar), 
from Tifiis to Teheran, prolonged our stay 
at the village one day more. It appears 
that the King receiveil them very gracious¬ 
ly, and told them that he would soon pro¬ 
ceed to Sul tan ie. After their audience of 
leave. Idis Majesty ordered that the whole of 
Ins palace shmiid be shown to them, which 
they described as very handsome, 

The22d. — This day’s march was very 
short, and bad merely for its object to 
regain the higli road, which we liad quitted 
at Sengilabat, to remain in the mountains, 
where the atmosphere is cooler. V\ e en¬ 
camped at the village ol Turk man tab ai, 
which has a small stream ol the same name. 
At two days’ march from this place lies the 
town of Jliana, which owes its fame to a 
species of venomous bugs, Tliese vermin, 
however, have also strolled into the vicinity', 
and even as far as this place.—Our friends, 
who joined ns the day before, told us of an 
adventure which had happened to a Chan 
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at Teheran. I need scarcely premise that 
wine is forbidden to the MosleDis by their 
religion. A certain Chan, however, was so 
last in his observance of this law, that bis 
conduciL reached ilie ears of the King, 
who at first rejnrived liini in strong terms 
for his immorality, and caused him ailer- 
wards to he chastised. I'ln^ae measures hav¬ 
ing no effect. His ilajesty comtinmdetl the 
Chan to continue drinking, which order lie 
so faithfully obeyed, that he remained In a 
state of intoxication during forty days, and 
thus became so disgusted with the practice 
that be gave up drinking, and begged His 
Majesty to revoke his command. 

The 23d. — We travelled the w'hole 

of this day over* a drcadliiUj rugged 

ground, which doe^not afford one dmp of 

water. We saw by the side of our route, 

on distant heights, the villages of Hodga- 

koshan and Xshauachplach; and the cliains 

of the Caplanta Mountains bounded the 

view before us in the horizon. Oiir encamp- 
* 
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meiit was at Avan lug, where a small jilant- 
atioii ot' aprieot trees afTortleil us sufficient 
shade. At this place? if a smalt piece of the 
wall of a Ivotise be broken oif^ bund red a ot‘ 
venomous bugs are found. We caught 
several phalangta of enormous sbtc, and a 
curious little animal, with two long Uiml 
legs, winch could spring, but was niiable to 
w'alk at all. Its colour was retl, and it was 
altogether a verv beautiful little animal. 

The 24th. — \’\'e passed through sev¬ 
eral deserted villages, from which (as the 
Persians assured ns) the inhabitants bad 
been driven away by the bugs. A long 
n^ed valley led straight to the little 
town of Miana, the governor of which came 
to meet the Ambassador, with the usual 
Persian, ceremonies. As this town is tlie 
chief residence of the hugs, we were iimler 
the necessity of eslablishhtg our encamp¬ 
ment four worsts further, on the banks of 
the rivet Karlanku, at the foot of tfte Ca- 
planta Alountains. A fine bridge, of tiveritv- 
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three arches, leads over this now incon¬ 
siderable river, which I should, however, 
imagine must swell "considerably during 
the rainy season. This bridge was built 
by Abbas the Great: it lias several inter¬ 
nal passages, and on the steps, at the end, 
stand four pillars, one of which has lidlen 
to mills. 

The venomous bug, properly called tlic 
Mi an a bug, is tvorthy of the particular 
notice of tile naturalist. It ia rather larger 
than tlie common European bug; is of a 
grey colour, inclining to black; and its back 
is covered with small red poiifts, scarcely 
distiiiguishab]e,oii account of tbeir number. 
It is only found in iralls, and its frequency, 
and the intensity of Us poison, are in propor¬ 
tion to the age of the building. It does not 
make its appearance by day-light, although, 
certainly, there have been instances to the 
contrar)'. These bugs have existed at Miana 
from time immemorial, and have gradually 
spread Into the neighbourhood, where, how¬ 
ever, they are not equally venomous. In 
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winter they lie Id walls, in a state of torpor, 
and, like, all poisonous reptiles, are most 
dangerous during the lieat of summer. I 
should mention, that houses in Persia are 
not built with bricks, but (particularly those 
of Mian a and every village) with loam, 
which is kncatletl with fine cut straw. 

The most remarkable, and indeed quite 
a peculiar feature in the history of these 
bugs is, that they do not bite the inliabit- 
ants j or at least if they do, the bite is as 
little felt by them, as the sting of onr bugs 
is ielt by us: but tliey would certainly bite 
every stranger who should pass the night at 
Miana; and there is no antidote to the 
poison of tlieir sting, which proves mortal 
in fbur-and-twenty hours. 01 its fatal 
effects in two instances I have heard the 
precise particulars. The Knglish at Tauris 
told me repeatedly, that they had lost a 
servant at Miana, who hatl had the mis¬ 
fortune to he stung by one of tliese verm in: 
he com plained inuned lately of parching 
heat over his whole body; shortly aftef- 
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Wards became delirioust and expired 
in dreadtul convulsions. Colonel Baron 
Wrede, who has long served with credit 
in CTrusiai and who some years ago came 
to Persia on a mission, relates a better 
authenticated instance of the poisonous sting 
of these bugs. It was pretty late in the 
year, and the Baron thought tlmt the effect 
of their bite was not so dangerous as was 
reported: he therefore determined to pass 
the niglit at Miana, taking, however, the pre¬ 
caution to keep a light burning in his apart¬ 
ment. Every one happily escaped, with 
the exception of a Cossack, who the next 
nftorning observed a black spot on his foot. 
The man talked wildly, and at last be¬ 
came delirious. The inhabitants recom¬ 
mended, as an antidote to the poison, that 
an ox should be slaughtered, and that his 
akin should be ivrapped, whilst wann, round 
the Cosaack^s loot: this was done, but to 
no purpose j Ite died in dreadful con¬ 
vulsions. The inhabitants assert that some 
persons who had been stung, bad been 
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saved by tasting nothing bnt wateri sugary 
and honey, for forty days. They take them 
in their hands without danger. It is very 
fortunate that clothes and similar articles do 
not liarboiir these vermin ; otherwise they 
might perhaps have spread throughout the 
whole country. 

Miana is celebraLetl for its tnanufacUtries 
of carpets, which are made Irom camels 
hair, and look very well in point ol colour. 
The town’s people brought many of them 
Into our camp, wdiich w'e bought in defiance 
of the bugs. Several ot ns even slept that 
night on the carpets, although I will not 
pretend to say very much at our ease: our 
woriliy friend the apothecary, however, who 
is a great wag, was dancing about the whole 
of tlie night. 

The 25 th.A paved way which was 
built by Abbas the Great, and which is 
still, in some places, kept in very good 
order, led us through romantic windings 
amidst chasms of black rocks, into the iiioun- 
tains of Caplanta, whlclt separate the pro- 
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vince of Aderbeipin (ancient Media) from 
Irakka-atgem (ancient l^arthiu). When we 
had reached tlie siitminit of the ridge* we 
stoppctl to admire the wonders of the pros¬ 
pect which was open to our view. On 
one side we saw Miana nnfi the mountains 
which extend nearlj toTaurisj on the other, 
heights oi vai'tons shapes and cc>lours,hea|ied 
together, raise their golden summits into 
liie htnmdless hori^son, ti[}]ied by a small 
blue streak resembling a wavj cloud. These 
are the mountains near which Sultanie lies. 
The lace of the country in that direction 
discovers its poverty. Neither tree nor 
grass is seen; nothing but a yellow sandy 
soil refracting various colours, and forming 
a striking contrast w'iLli the country which 
we had just left. A tier having remained 
here a while, exposed to ihe violence of the 
wind, we began to descend, an operation 
w'hich is rendered considerably easier by 
the frequent winding of the road. On our 
left we observed, on the insulated summit 
of a rock, the ruins of a fortress called 
p 3 
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Virgin's Fort. It is said to have been built 
by Artaxerxes, wlio confined there a young 
female, from whom it has derived its a],>- 
pellation. It is to be lamented that Abbas 
the Great should have caused this place to 
be nearly destroyetl on account ot robbers 
who resided there, and rendered tiie passage 
of the mountains insecure. But a wall is 
still seen, whicli, in a wonderful manner, 
runs from the top of one rock to another, 
being built on very unequal ground round 
the whole fort. In the centre there is still 
a kind of house, witii a [mtch of roof, but 
which, singularly enough, has no door. I 
got upon the roof and found there only a 
hole, into which 1 threw a stt>ne, w'hich 
re-echocil a hollow sound. The whole place 
w’as filled with a great quantity of stones 
and shells. One of the party was fortunate 
enough to find a couple of muscles which 
had grown together, which ts in itself a 
curiosity, independently of their being pe¬ 
trified. Indeed the colour of the nicuuitains 
authorises the presumption that they con- 
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tain great mineral treasures. It proved 
much easier to climb into ilie lort tbati to 
descend from it; every body was obliged 
to slide down as well as he could. 

The road coiitiinu!d to descend the moun¬ 
tain, at the hose of which flows the river 
Ktsil-osun (Golden River). Here and there 
we observed small shrubs on our way, which 
were curiously liutig with bits of rags of all 
colours; and we were told that the name of 
Pir is given to one of these places, and that 
this was considered a sacred spot, at which 
travellers, when they think themselves too 
weak to continue their journey, or are other¬ 
wise distressed, perlbrm their tlevotions, 
and leave behind pieces of their clothes, 
after whtcli they proceed on their journey 
strengthened and comforted. 

On reaching the hist heigiit, we j>erceiv^ 
a beauiitiil bridge of three arches over the 
Kisil-osun, built with yd low free stone. 
The arches are very large and hold, and 
have an Arabic inscription on the edges, 
purporting that the bridge was erected 144 
p 4 
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years iigo, Ijy an inhabitant of the town of 
Casbtn. MiNions of swallows build their 
nests under the arches. At one end of the 
bridge there is a duor-wny leading into the 
interior, w hich consists of large rooms. The 
radius of the middle arch is eight fathoms i 
but in one place there is a chasm w'hicli 
may become dangerous in the course of 
time. Not iar from the bridge stand the 
walls of n caravansaray. The striking con¬ 
trast ol the naked black motmtains with tlie 
verdant banks of the river* afTords splendid 
scenery, ^’^iewed from a certain distance, 
the bridge appears os if suspended in the 
air. Here the celebrated Jl:]nglish traveller 
Browne wfas murdered. On leaving the 
bridge the road follows the right bank of 
the river, which it, however, soon leaves 
to rise into a sandy mountain, refracting 
singular variegations of red and bright 
yellow colours. The first mountain ad¬ 
joining the river is remarkably steep, and 
the road winds slowly into it Immediately 
after passing it, w'e readied our encamp- 
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metit at the caravansarAy of Dgamakbad, 
wiiicli is sltU in good preservation} although 
tt lias stooil 520 years. 

The 26th, — We were told that the 
great heal bi^ins here. The country had, 
indeed, every appearance of this being 
the case. Eternal sand piaitia, on which 
there grows not a blade of grass to relieve 
tiielr unitormity, on all sides meet the eye 
that anxiously seeks variety of any kind. 
We rode on, enveloped in a thick cloud of 
dust, while notliing was to be heard but the 
provoking aauieness of the jingling bells of 
tlie camels. It is said that for weeks to- 
getlier not a breath of air is felt here. 
The dust raised by the traveller remains 
suspended in the air, and forms a nebular 
substance, floatiiig over his head just at the 
height at which it is best calculated to teaze 
him to desperation. 

\V"c tbund our tents pitched near the 
caravansaray of Sardgam, not fat front 
whlcli we, to our a.stonishment, perceived a 
small village; but ray surprise increased 
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when I lcame<l that these poor people hail 
settled there hy cominand of Ahbas-ADrza. 
The Hver Sangatshah which Hows through 
this desert of siind, is the only place where 
the iohabltants can grow corn ; it bad been 
already cut. 

The 27th.— The dreadful heat of the 
weather this day, rendered the dreary pro¬ 
spect of the desert still more intolerable. 
The road is continually approaching, and 
then leaving again, the river Sangatshai, 
What a country! How is it possible that 
nature could have proiluced any thing so 
hideously frightful ? 

I will endeavour to describe it in a veiy 
few words. Let the reader picture to his ima¬ 
gination a sea of liquid loam, of which the 
waves, whilst violently agitated by a storm, 
have been instantaneously petrified; tuid the 
wavy surface, thus formed, being afterwards 
split by the parching rays of the sun into 
innumerable fissures, will ofipid some idea 
of the sort of country over which it was our 
lot to travel this day, until we reached the 
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caraviinaaray of Nipke» wlicre we arrived 
covered wEth dust, and almost Toasted alive. 
This caravansaraj, whicli lies at no great 
distance from the river Sangatshai, was 
built in the year 104!> of the iNlahomedan 
aera, by Bagadir Shall, who having on his 
return from the siege of Erivan restetl at 
this place, ordered the minister of Is{iahan, 
Tuki-Hedai*Talalioti to erect this building in 
remembrance of the circumsbaiice. — This 
is the boundary of the district of Taiiris. 

The 28tlL — It is remarkable that on 
the other side of the mountains of Ca- 
ptanta, the wind regularly begins to blow 
from eight o’clock in the morning, and 
ceases at six in the afternoon. Here it is 
the reverse ; the wind blows from sis in the 
evening, throughout the whole night, until 
morning. Tlie air is perfectly calm the 
whole ilay, and the heat is intolerable. 

After iiaving marchetl this day tit rough a 
country as horrible as that over which we 
went yesterday, we were agreeably surprised 
to find trees, at our encampment, near the 
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village of JengidgD, having seen none since 
we left Miana. The shadj treest and a 
stream which aHorded wliolesome water, 
which is a rare circumstance In Fersia, were 
sufficient lo induce the Ambassador to stop 
there two days, even if the consideration 
had been wanting dt' our having performed 
seven marches without one day’s rest. Onr 
next slut ion is the town of Sangan, which 
is governed by a son of the Shah, Avdula- 
Mlrza.* 

The 30th.—-The Ambassador had been 
informed by the memandar, that Avdula- 
Mirza was making preparations for receiv¬ 
ing US v-'ith solemnity at Sarigan. But 
as His Excellency dislikes ceremony, and 
as the heat of the w'eatlier would have 
rendered it still more irksome to him, we 
broke up ut tw'o o’clock in the niorutng, and 
succeeded in reaching Sangan before any of 

• Wlicn ihe word Mtrza rtaads after a naaie, ft 
nguifk’s the fton of n Shah i but when placed bcibf& a 
person A aojncj it is eqmviil^nt to the litl^ of pciblciTian 
or gefulemaii. 
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its inhabitaiit!i were awake. Our road took 
us along the river Sangatshai, which we 
had left the day before yesteniay, and we 
observed on its banks the villages of Bari^ 
Sarim^ Gushkeri and others surrounderl by 
gardens. 

The town of Sangan has a pretty appear¬ 
ance ; it is encircled by a wall, surmounted 
by small towers. In the middle of the 
place, a square tower, with green blinds^ is 
seen rising out of the palace of Avdiila- 
Mirza, which is occupied by his women. 
It appeared to us as if the ladies of Sangan 
were not so prudish and so strictly watched 
as they are in other places, for they peeped 
out of the doors, raising their veils, and 
showing us some very pretty faces: on 
this point, however, we were then scarcely 
qualified to give an opinion, for we had not 
seen a female lace for two months, and 
1 really think that any thing in women’s 
clothes, would have pleased us. 

A large handsome house was allotted for 
the reception of the whole party. The 
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palucu oi* Avdiilfl-Alijfisa stood close to our 
residencot so tliat the inliabhants of the 
tower ajhtdcd to* could look into our court 
and winilowfi. 

After the iVmbassndor had received the 
visits of seversil personages of distinction} 
His Excellency, tolloweU by gentlemen of 
his suite, proceeded to pay his respects to 
Avdula-Mirxa, who had the extreme po* 
liteness to offer chairs to the Ambassador, 
and each gentleman who was with him. 
He is a young man, twenty-four years of 
age I is one of the King's youngest sons, 
and bears a strong resemblance to Abbas- 
Mirza, to whom he is much attached. In 
compliment to his brother, he keeps two 
battalions of regular troops, for whom he 
has built a fine barrack near his palace; 

Aa we staid several days at Sangan, 1 
visited the bazar j it is a poor and dirty 
place. We saw a great number of tur¬ 
quoises in the shop, whidi, although they 
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are the produce oP Persia* may be purchased 
much clicaper in Russia.. Persia is the only 
countiy in tlie world m which these stones 
are found* and there ore only two mines of 
them. Tlie one has been oiily lately disco¬ 
vered, and produces very inferior specimens 
of the stone* ITie old mine, of which the 
king monopolized the produce for his own 
use, is unfortunately situated in the province 
of Corrossan, which is at present in a state of 
rebellion. There was an abundant display 
of fruit at the bazar, but all unripe, with 
the exception of pears, which were excel¬ 
lent. 

Avdiila^Mirza, having two sick children, 
requested the attendance of Dr. Muller, 
whose enviable fate it thus was to see a 
harem foil of pretty women. At his first 
visit, the children were brought out to him 
by the eunuch. They cried as if they had 
bUn whipped, so that die doctor could do 
nothing with them. The second dme, the 
mothers and nurses earned the children 
themselves. But Asiatic jealousy is never 
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off its guard. A thick curtain was sus¬ 
pended between Muller and the women, 
who he!<] tbrth tlte children trum under' 
neath it. He saw nothing but pretty hands 
and toes. O happy doctor 1 

Every evening we had musiC) to hear 
ivhich the whole town assembled about the 
house and in the court; several figures also 
looked on from the toiver, but the blinds 
and the high balustrades concealed from 
oiir view the objects which we were so 
anxious to see. 1 hope that the ladies 
were e<jually disappointed; othenvlse we 
must have left on their minds no very 
favourable impression of the complexions 
of Europeans, 

There is here a fly, so small that It can 
scarcely be seen, which stung us to sudi a 
degree that our laces and bodies were, like 
partridge's eggs, covered with red spots, 
aci:ompanied by a continual and violent 
itching, which placed the whole embassy in 
a state of great activity. This fly is pe¬ 
culiar to the town, and only stings strangers* 
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Thus Persian towns are not without their 
peculiarities! The iiicotiventcnee which 
we felt from the great partiality with which 
these insects had honoured U5» induced the 
Ambassador to solicit a change of residencei 
which request was the more willingly 
granted, as intelligence arrived that the 
King haiLlefl Teheran, and was proceeding 
by slow marches (diverting himself with 
sporting all the way) to Sul tan ie, which is 
only at a distaftce of two days’ journey from 
hence, Avdula-MirKa had received orders 
from his father to join him, and therefore 
left us. We followed him on the 5th of 
July, and found a large encampment pre¬ 
pared tor us, at a distance of twelve wersts 
from Sultanie, near the ruins of the village 
of Samanarchie, where we were to await the 
arrival of the King. The second minister, 
Mirza-Avdul-Veliah, had arrived before us, 
and had pitdied his tents close to ours. 
He was sent by the King to pay his com¬ 
pliments to the Ambassador, and keep ua 
company until His filajesty’s arrival. He 
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viskcd tlie Ambassador the same day; and 
we found him to be a man of great ability, 
and of agreeable manners* He always 
dressed with great taste, md seemed vain 
of his person, w’hleh might be excusable, 
for he was certainly a handsome man* 
Being a seit*, he never hesitates to tell the 
King the truth } and he is othervuse much 
beloved, on account of his judgment and 
the sincerity of his cliaractcr* 

As the King travelled veryslowly, and his 
astrologers had nametl an auspicious day, 
before which time he would not dare to 
come to Sultanie, we remained twenty days 
in camp at Samanarchie.—As far as the 
eye coidd reach, there was not a tree to 

• A sect in Penin, which descends fiom Mahomet, 
nnd is held in esteem and veneration. A seit considers 
liTinscir privileged to tell the truth to the King^at aH_ 
time*. He is at liberty to enter any boose, and Hi* host 
is obliged to give him the best reception, nnd wen to 
offer him prcMiils* The lowest Persian, aa a scit, vti 
have immediate access to a minister whenever he pleases, 
and scats himself at his table; particularly if the latter 
be himself a sett*— ’Author, 
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gladden it; jind even the spot on which we 
fesitled was only covered with withered 
grass, such as we see in Europe after h first 
frost in autumn. The thermometer was at 
30" Ileaumur, in the shade. It was found 
necessary to draw up the sides of the tents, 
and wc lay stretched out the greater part of 
the day without the power to movc^ l"or- 
tunatcly for us, no day elapsed without 
wind, which gently waving through the tents 
afforded a very refreshing relief! Even tiie 
nights were warm. Hie thermometer was 
never lower than 8", and I should mention 
as a remarkable circumstance that the at¬ 
mosphere was so dry that a sheet of paper 
exposed to it's action did not imbibe any 
moisture from il. 

The Emperor’s presents to the King, 
were sent from Aatradian across the Cas¬ 
pian sea. They had been landed on the 
Pe^ian coast, and had now safely arrivetl at 
SultanTiirs circumstance afforded us u 
pretext for occasional ejccutsions toSuItanie, 
w'here His Majesty was not cxpectetl to ar- 
q 2 
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rive until the lOtli- of July. I also took a 
ride to U)e place, but rather willi the view 
to visit the palace, of which it might perhaps 
be difficult to procure a sight ailer the 
King’s arrival. Although it’s distance from 
our encampment was only twelve wersts, 
yet it‘s elevated situation occasions a per^' 
ccptlble difference of climate. It froze 
during the night I could scarcely credit 
my own feelings, for there could not be a 
doubt but that 1 was in Persia under the 
36* of latitude. The white grass before 
sunrise, however, convinced me of tlie 
truth. The first rays of the sun suddenly 
create 1(P of heat, and in less than three 
hours, increase it to . 

Tlie morning discovered to our view a 
most dreary prospect from Sultanie, and 
my hopes ^at our fu ture place of residem^ 
would be an ^e^le one, vanished. The 
castle stands on a small height surrounded 
by a few trees, and looks like^any thing but 
the summer residence of a King. I could 
not conceive how His Majesty could a& 
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commodate his courtiers near his person j 
but 1 observed upon ftiither examination 
that tents had been pitched for them round 
the whole extent of* the palacet and that 
only the King and hb harem resided ui the 
castle properly so called. 

Behind the castle lies a village of die 
same name j on the left stands a large 
magnificent raetshet* surrounded by the 
ancient ruins of the town of Sultanie. The 
wliolc spot is encircled by lofty naked hillsj 
whidi afford nothing fo relieve the eye- 
And is this a summer residence? The 
situation, however, is certainly cool, and a 
strong wind blows constantly* 

1 went to the castle, where I found a 
number of workmen employetl in repairing 
broken windows and floors, whitening the 
walls, cleaning and pllw;ing the whole castle 
ill a state fit for the reception of the sove¬ 
reign of Persia. With the exception of the 
audience chamber, which forms the open 
side of the palace, and from which there is 
a very tolerable prospect, there was not 
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one apartment which looked like the cham¬ 
ber of a palace. It is, however, necessary 
to state, that the King passes only a few 
months here, perhaps^, once in tour years. 
The otlier rooms on the first story were 
little holes, connected with each otlier by 
doors and passages. At the end of the 
building I ascended, by a covered staircase, 
into a space encircled by a high wall, in the 
middle of which stood an octagonal sort of 
tower surmounted by a dome. It lias doors 
on all sides j in, the inside there are a num¬ 
ber of small chambers formed around a 
large apartment in the center, on the walls 
of which are inscribed Persian apophthegms. 
This is the residence of the principal women, 
and the seat of luxury and enjoyment. Jt 
appeared, however, much in want of clean¬ 
ing, From the space upon whidi this build¬ 
ing stands, a small door leads into a tower 
from which tlie women may enjoy a view 
of the camp. Such is the description of 
the place, of wliich a correct drawing lias 
Ijecn annexed. Opposite tlic castle tents 
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were pitched in order that the presents 
might be laid out in them, 

1 must confess that I returned much out 
of humour to Samanarchie, where my spirits 
were not raised by hearing of this death 
of one of our Tserkcases. 

Tlie Ambassador dispatched an officer to 
the Kingt in order that he might know with 
certainty how far off”His Majesty .then was. 
The former returned In a few days, and re* 
ported that the King was at no great dis¬ 
tance, but that his mode of travelling might 
delay his arrival for some time. He was 
proceeding at short stages, and shooting all 
the while. It happened to the officer that 
his followers demandeil more horses at* a 
vihage -than were requisite; perhaps too, 
they wanted to keep some of those which 
they had already. The villagers made a great 
noise, but were awed into submission by the 
memaiidar, who gives orders in the name ol 
the Government. The peasantry in tliese 
cases have the ludicrous privilege of calling 
their wives to their assistance, which is 
Q t 
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readily afforded in the following singular 
manner: they throw a handful of earth over 
their heads, shouting “ All sees that we are 
out of our mindsupon which they assail 
with impunity the object of their fury, 1 
am not sure that it would be very safe to 
grant a simiiar privilege to the sex iu 
Europe, 

Owiug-to tlie solemn last of the Rama- 
•an, scarcely a Persian was to be seen. 
They sat in their tents, and fasted the 
whole day, a penance which in audi 
weather would have been more easily sub¬ 
mitted to than the painful thirst accom¬ 
panying it. Rut when the last rays of 
the sun had sunk behind the horizon, a loud 
shout was raised by a Mollab, which was 
considered the signal of the end of the 
fast of tliat day, ami immediately the 
mouths of the whole camp eagerly com¬ 
menced the work of making up for lost 
time. These fasts have a powerful effect 
on the constitution, particularly as they last 
for months i and they produce a visible 
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effect on the J^ersians, who during the time 
are in a state of great Jassitude, and almost 
mental imbecillity. 

I'he Ambassador also took a ride to Sul-’ 
tanie> and in the evening when he returned, 
gave an entertainment in the open air to 
Mirza^Avdul-V'ehab, at which the hand 
played, and we drank the health of the King 
in the true European style- ITiis festive 
demonstration of joy on proclaiming our 
good wishes in favour of any person, seemed 
highly to please the minister, who is very 
susceptible of pleasing impressions. He is 
also said to have acquired some celebrity 
by the effusions of his muse, a distinction 
of which a Persian is not a little proud; 
and therefore when the Ambassador spoke 
to him of my father as a celebrated Eu* 
ropcaii writer, he said, therrfore a man 
like mt/self" 

Miraa^Avdul-Vehab invited ua to dinner 
on the following day, which, op account of 
the Ramasan, could not lake place be¬ 
fore eight o’clock in the evening. *At an 
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eorljr hour he sent to the Anibassadar a 
valuable present of Sliiraa wine. It has 
miich resemblance to port wine, but is 
lighter, and has an agreeable aromatic 
flavour. The minister hud tlie attention to 
borrow from us chairs, knives and forks, 
&C. in order tiiat the Ambassador might 
not be exposed to the embarrassment of 
eating Tivith his fingers. Every thing was 
laid in his tent .with great neatness, and 
tlic dishes were not piled upon each other 
in the Persian fashion, but carried round, 
which was another instance of attention on 
his part to the Embassy. After we liad 
taken our seats, we waited until the iMoUah 
had shouted. When this signal had Ijeen 
given, a small box was brought to the 
minister, out of which he took some opium 
to whet liis appetite. Tiie various sweet 
and sour dishes whicli were offered to us, 
os well as the bread, which is a cake of meal 
baked in the. sun, were certainly not much 
relished by usj but the wine w'us good, imd 
that of Ispalian much resembles Madeira, 
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Afier dinner we proceeded into another 
tent, w'herc coffee, without sugar, and ka!- 
Uoiifi, ivere offereil to us. As the l^ersians 
smoke after every disJi of wliich they par¬ 
take, these kullions had already figuretl 
at dinner in such nvinibors, that we might 
liave thougiit ourselves present’at a concert 
of bassoons. 

Tlte ambassador was so obliging ns to 
give me ttie unmerited designation ol as- 
tronomer, upon wiiich the minister begged 
me to call upon him the next day, irfesmuch 
as he also was a great lover of astronomy 
and matlicmatics. At the appointeil time, 
therefore, the councillor of embassy and 
of state, M. Negri, had the goodness to ac¬ 
company me to the minister s, as the ordi¬ 
nary interpreters' could not have carrietl on 
a cbnversation on abstruse'subjects. 

It occurretl to me that as the Persians at¬ 
tach great importance to astrology, it was 
necessary that I should give some astrolo¬ 
gical interpretation ot the arrival of the 
Embassy in Persia. Jupiter happened at 
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that time to be in the conatcllation of the 
scorpion ; I therefore expounded to the 
minister that this planet, by its greatness 
and splendor, represented Russia, and that 
in Europe the scorpion was generally under¬ 
stood to represent Asia: now, as these hap¬ 
pened to be in conjunction, there could be 
no doubt that the friendship of both nations 
had been cemented in heaven. The Minis¬ 
ter confirmed my declaration j and asserted 
that the Persian astrologers had also stated 
that the'Russian Embassy had arrived under 
favourable omens of the heavenly bodies. 

A fat Persian, who was the only indi- 
iddiinl present at the conference, sat by the 
side of the minister, having a great book 
before him, of which he continually turned 
over the leaves, occasionally darting from 
underneath two black bushy eye-brows a 
very furious sqbint at me. The minister ex¬ 
tolled him as a great matliematiclan; but I 
rather believe ttiat the gentleman was an 
astrologer. He continued to turn over the 
leaves of the book with great violence of 
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action, and muttered something to the minis¬ 
ter ; upon which the latter asked me how 
eclipses were produced? I stood up, and 
walked round the fat astrolo^r, who looked 
about him with a mixture of vexation and 
alarm, not understanding what my object 
was i and he became still more frightened 
when I squatted down behind his back, 
and asked the minister whether he could 
then see me? The astrologer was in reality 
fat enough to conceal me from the minia^ 
ter’a view, who accordingly replied, laughs 
ing, in the negative. I then stood up, and 
begging that the astrologer would not be 
affronted if I compared him to our terres¬ 
trial globe, said to the minister that he was 
then representing the sun, I the moon, and 
that the whole proceeding which stUl con¬ 
tinued to disconcert the astrologer was an 
eclipse of Uie moon* I then placed mysdf 
between the sun and the earth, and said, 
that now that the aatrofoger could no longer 
sec the former, there was an ecUpso of the 
sun i but that the bulk of the eartli’s repre- 
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scnUilivo preventer! me from cxtiibiting a 
total eclipse. The suti laughed; anti the 
earth growled. But we cannot please every 
body in this world When it tame to the 
minor eclipses, however, I was honourctl 
with more gracious looks frorn the astrolo¬ 
ger, as I had no occasion in these cases to 
shut him out from the sight of the sun. 

After these gentlemen had played parts 
so fiatteriog, they became overbearing, and 
maintained that every thing that we saw on 
the heavens was mere splendor of the gods; 
that Jupiter, Saturn, and Venus, were the 
only planets which they considered as 
bodies, mucli Imppier indet^ than the earth, 
because tliey were placed so much nearer to 
the sun than we were, and were also much 
warmer. With ij&spect to Venus, I rejoin¬ 
ed, tliey were right, she is considerably 
nearer the sun than ive are, otherwise we 
could not see her cross the sun every hun¬ 
dred years; but Jupiter and Saturn are 
much more distant from the sun than we 
are, and for that very reason can ncier ap- 
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poar between liim and us. The astrologer, 
who was airaid tliat he should lie called up¬ 
on to ])lay hts part in another eclipse, agreed 
to every tiung, and turned in hia book to 
a large leaf, upon which there was a draw¬ 
ing of a goat, and hieroglyphicks. Alter he 
had several tinica bestowed upon these a 
look of satisfaction, he asked me very 
seriously, what then, in our opinion, lay 
behind all the stars ? I told him that this was 
a point upon wdiich our astronomers were 
not yet agreed, but that probably there 
were behind these stars otlier stars with¬ 
out end, and that if there wwe an end, 
such end was connected with a beginiibg 
which yet iiad no end. Here the goat 
dropped from his hands: he gave a smile 
of triumphant sagacity, and said that these 
matters were aa yet too puzzling for Euro¬ 
peans, He lifted up his great book, and 
again turning over it’s leaves, said with great 
complacency, “ We will talk no more upon 
these subjects now." Nobody could be 
more delighted at tins tban I was, for the 
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without beginning and the without end is a 
subject whicli I am sure 1 understand much 
less than he does. 

The astrologer's hand remained upon a 
leaf} covered with small pointst ^ between 
which there appeared to be painted thou¬ 
sands ol' little devils, tie a'^ked what 
was our theory of winds? I commenced 
an cicplanation about thin and dense strata 
of air, which being more or less ratified in 
different places by the sun> might fall into 
a kind of undulation, which by increased 
agitation produced wind, and that it was 
more than probable tliat the latter only 
odginated within the atmospheric range of 
the earth, as we meet beyond that with a 
thin air which we call etherial fluid, and— 
** What nonsense you are talking!” exclaim¬ 
ed the astrologer. “Such are tlie Euro¬ 
peans : they are oontinuatly twisting about 
the origin of things, and thereby Jose sight 
of the objects themselves. Wind is a matter 
which exists by and for itself acting and 
filling the whole space between visible and 
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invisible bodies. How oLlierwise could 
comfits come rtjriiig out? These sire the 
true purifiers of the wind j they Hy about, 
burning every tiling that might check or 
destroy the poiiver of wind : wind is a salu- 
t®''}' ol God !” In this (a>uuiry where 
wind is u conunodity of indispenHahle neces¬ 
sity, it is certainly natural enough that they 
should think so. 

In the moan time he liad been himself 
making a great deal of wind by tumbling 
over the leaves of his book. He at last 
slopped with satisfaction at a leaf on which 
were painted a number of balls, above which 
were some hideous figures. “ \V'^hat is your 
opinion,” said he, '* of the tnovements of 
l>odie5? Is tlifi sun stationary, or does it 
move « It is stationary,” was my reply. 
— “ So I thought! Are you tlien ignorant 
of the acting powder of nature which is 
single of its kind ? Nature confers on every 
object only' one power,, never two at oni^, 
otherwise she would be unjust, and that she 
cannot be. This pmver ontre put in action. 
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nothing can possibly increase or diminish it- 
If you assume that the earth moves round 
it's axis, this is in itself a power, and con- 
aetiuently it cannot at the same time also 
move round the sun j but, if you assume 
that the sun moves round the earth, the 
latter then does not move round it’s axis.” 

— According to this doctrine,” said I, 

** nature has consequently only conferred 
upon the earth the power of standing still 1’ 

— Right ! We Persians maintain Uiat. 
You ascribe that power to the sun, and you 
are wrong. Every thing has been created 
for the satisfaction of man and of the Shah: 
we stand with die earth In the center, and 
look on with gr^itude and admiration.” 

The astrologer here shut his book, and ' 
said that these things belonged* to the 
liigher order of the oontemplative sciences, 
and that the mind must be a little spared 
for some future occasion. In the mean 
lime he would talk of lighter subjects, such 
as mathematics. He then showed me how 
to measure the distances of objects front 
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each other on llie odier side of a river, (on 
which the ministor interrupted hlnit by a.v 
surttig me that the King had once charged 
him with a commission oftliat nature, which 
lie had executed wonderfully welh) an dhow 
to ascertain the height of any given object 
from a distance, &c. But T rather discon‘<‘ 
certed him by observing that these were 
trifles which Utile children in Europe 
learned in the first lessons of geometry. 
I began to go through a trigonometrical 
problem; but of this ho understood no¬ 
thing, nor did he seem to have any con¬ 
ception of logarithms. 

Before the conference broke up, I was 
obliged to give‘the astonished gentlemen 
some account of my voyage round the 
world, of whicfi two things appeareil tb 
them to bo impossible;— that I had once 
been with their antipodes, -and that there 
were finer countries in the world tlian 
Persia, 

The minister retumeti thanks for the 
agreeable conversation, ordered refresh- 
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ineiits to be offered to ast begged mo to 
visit him often; and we parted very gooil 
friends with the fat astrologer. I had only 
one subsequent audience of the minisLerj m 
which 1 sho^ved him the use of the slate 
atid pencih of which iliey have no notion 
in Persia, and wliich greatly pleased him. 
He was still more astonished when I assuretl 
him that similar slates were to be found in 
the country in abundance. 


The 19th of duly. — Reports of artillery 
announcedtat last, the arrival of the King at 
SuUanie. Several gentlemen, who happened 
to be there at the time, witnessed His Ma¬ 
jesty’s entrance. 

‘ Tlie road from the castle was lined, ior 
the extent of a mile, with double files ot 
regular infiintry, between which the pro¬ 
cession marched in the following order: 

An elephant carrying a splendid l>al- 
daquin. 

Fifty camels, with musicians w earing red 
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pointed caps j their instruments consisted 
of' kettle-drums and long trumpets. 

Five hundred camels carrjring small can- 
nonst and decked out with flags, 

A Jljing battery of eighteen pieces of 
, artillery. 

Twenty richly caparisoned saddle horses. 
Forty, running ibotmeoi wearing on their 
heads caps like crowns, and ornamented 
with plumes ot different colours. 

The King* simply dressed, but mountetl 
on a horse having trappings richly opna- 
mented with diamonds. Nobody followed 
him within an hundred yards. 

Seventeen sons of* His Majesty in splen¬ 
did dresses, and mounted on very handsome 
horses. The attention of the spectators 
was particularly attracted by Mahmet-Ali- 
Mirza, who had joined his father with 
15,000 cavalry, whicli closed the.procession. 

The King observed several gejitlemcn of 
the Fmbassy, upon which they respectfully 
uncovered themselves, when His Majesty, 
rising gently In his stirrups, exclaimed^iae- 
B 3 
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veral t[tnes» Koshkildi! (welcome.) The 
Persians assured us that Hts Majesty hud 
never yet done a similar iionour to any 
body. 

On the arrival of the King at the oastle, 
a camel was slaughtered, according to the 
custom otPersia: when hedismoiiiitedfrom 
bis horae, a volley was fired from five hun¬ 
dred small field-pieces, and the head of the 
camel w'as laid at his feet, ile immediately 
came forward in the open hall of the palace, 
.and upon se:iting himself, the artillery w-as 
again discharged, lu consetjuence of Ids 
arrival at Sultanie, tlie wdiolc surromiding 
country was covered with a v^st encamp¬ 
ment, the tents being so much crowded, 
that only three or Jour outlets were left in it. 

Between the castle and the place destined 
for oiir owm encampment, a space of about 
four wcrsis-and a hidf had been kept open; 
and it w'o^ the only unoccupied ground in 
the w'hole camp. J\lcrchants from all quar¬ 
ters had received orders to repair to Siil- 
taiue, and dose to our encampment a large 
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bazar was established, in which, however, 
as we subsequently ibuml, there was nothing 
worth purchasing. 

I'he King had sent several times to en¬ 
quire atler the health of the Ambassador, 
and to express his concern that the festival 
of the Ramasan precluded him from inak- 
ing his personal acquaintance. The observ¬ 
ance of diese fasts ends with the new moon 
of this month, vijs. the 31st of July. 

On the 26th, His ^lajesty dispatched 
Sahr-Chati to conduct the Embaasy to the 
encampment at Sultanie, which had been 
finished for our reception ; and after wait¬ 
ing till the heat of the day was over, we 
departed from Sam an archie at three o’clock 
in the afternoon, In the following order ; 

A detachment of Cossacks, 

The Marshal, with two assistants. 

. The band.of music. 

Six officers of the general staff 

Two ieldjagers, accompanied by messen¬ 
gers of the Senate. 

Hie Amhassador, mounted on a richly 
M 4 
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caparisoned horsc^ which tlie King liad 
sent to him. 

Two CounciUors of Kinbassj. 

The \rholc suite of tlie Ambassador j 
jVnd another detachment of Cossacks. 
The wind raised a dreadful doud ofdiist, 
which completely covered us. Sahr-Chan 
made apologies for the disagreeable slate of 
the weather; but our torments were in- 
creasetl when, witliin half a day’s inarch 
from Sultanie, our cavalcade was joined by 
the Vali of KurdisUm** who advanced at the 
head ol several thousand Kurdins to wel- 
cou^e the Ambassador. These men were 
much better equipped, and more expert 
horsemen, than those whom we had seen at 
li.rivan and Tauris. JMany of lliem were 
finely arrayed in coats of mail, and had all 
the appearance of anefent knights; they 
were mounted on Arab horses, and provided 
with lances. Some of ilienr wore on their 

• Formwiy Sofervigii Prince of Kurdi»tiin, now n 
vBunl ot the King, nnti particularb' dcToted to His 

eldest SOU. — AmtAor^ 
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helmets ii number of plumes, each of which, 
it was said, hact been ^ranLed to them in rc^ 
turn for an enemy's liead. I counted as many 
as five on some horsemen. It Js curious 
that the horses sliare in the honours of their 
riders, and carry^ us many feathers as the 
latter. However fine, under any other cir¬ 
cumstances, the sight of these men might 
have been, we now lieartiJy wished them at 
iJm devil. The heat was intolerable: they 
formed a narrow' circle round us, and raised 
a cloud of dust so thick, that the wind hail 
not the pow'cr to disperse it. At last ive 
2ot rid of tiiem at the bazar; it*s entrance 
not being wide enough to admit them. 

The King and his court looked on from 
the castle. On our dismounting before a 
large tent, which liad been prepared as an 
audience-chamber, the Persian guard of 
three hundred men presented anus, and wc 
hoisted tfie Russian eagle. Refreshments 
had been prepared for us in the tent, anil 
aAer partaking of them, Safir-Chan proceed¬ 
ed to announce our arrival to the King. 
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Oor camp constsUxl of sixteen large, and 
a number of smaller tents; three or tour 
persons residing in each. Colonel Iwanoff, 
Dr* Muller, Hf. de Rennenkampd^ and my- 
sell, Imd nilUerto been inseparable feilow- 
lodgers, but here HenneiikatnpB'' was un- 
laillilul to his old messmates, who took up 
their abode by themselves. Besides a tent, 
the Ambassador bad a kibitke, which he 
had brought irom Tiflls, and which, being 
lined with oil-skin, was the only place pro¬ 
tected from the wind and dust, wliidi pene^ 
trated the other tents so completely, that 
w'e Ibuiid it necessary to sweep theni out 
several times during' the day. 

In tile middle of the camp there were 
three large tents, containing the presents, 
which made such a fine display, that we 
were reminded of a St. Betersburgli hermi¬ 
tage.* fhese tents became our favourite 
place of recreation; and we lost a moat 

otilhoif nlliidH to a runt] |uviliofi at ivhjch va- 

rioiia CDtcrtamnionu arc? givca hj tti« Russiui court._ 

Tratt^or, 
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agreeable pastime w'hen they were given 
up to the King, 

The presents consisted of the following 
articles: 

A large complete service of cut-glass. 

A service of the finest porcelain, from the 
mauttlactory of St, Petersburgli, adorned 
with paintings of the costinnes oi' all the 
different nations subject to the Russian 
crown j together with views taken from the 
vicinity of St. Petersburgh, and of" the ad¬ 
joining castles. To this service belonged 
two porcelain vases^ whicfi were real master¬ 
pieces. 

A tray of cut-glass, tliree feet six inches 
in lengtli. 

Several kail ions of cut-glass. 

A toilette mirror, of one piece, tliree 
yards in length, with candelabres, supjioited 
by. two broilae figures of angels. The 
Persians were greatly surprised to see these 
figures, and enquired whether there w'ere, 
in our coiintiy, people who.Had wings. 

A lady*s toilette, in the form of a pyiu- 
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mid, made of all tlie varsouH species of 
woods that are found in Russia, In titeir 
italiiral eolours. This article was very de¬ 
serving of admiration, both lor it’s taste 
and workmanship. Inside there was a piece 
of median ism, wliidi knitting and twist¬ 
ing were performed, without manual hs- 
sistanco. 

A dock, in the form of a gold elephant, 
which moved it’s trunk, ears, and eyes. 
The pedestal, set round with diamonds, con¬ 
tained landscapes, with moving figures, 

Tula guns, pistols, and sabres, of the 
finest workmanship. 

Two pier-glasses, eadi of one piece, near¬ 
ly twelve feet high. 

A gold kallion. 

Three daggers, ornamented witli dia^ 
montls. 

Diamond snuff-boxes, rings, and a nujn- 
ber of watches. 

Two furs Af black sable, each valued at 
80,000 roubles i and a number of others less 
costly. 
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Three diamond phimes, oi exquisite 
workmanship- 

Two gold telescopes, ornamented with 

diamonds, , -i 

An immense quantitygold and silver 

stufFs, cloth, &c. 

It was indeed an Imperial present 1 bo- 
veral distinguished Persians to whom the 
presents were shown, w'ere periectly trans¬ 
ported, and would not leave the tents. 
Glass has, in the estimation of tliis people, 
a particular value | and as they never have 
an opportunity of seeing any other articW 
of glass than their kallions, they ccrtamly 
must have been struck with delight by the 
sight of a splendid service of crystal glitter- 
int with the brilliancy of diamonds. 

The next day we had a view of the whole 
camp, which lay huddled together in the 
greatest confusion, affording altogetlier a 
singular but not an agreeable sighL The 
bazar formed a straight avenue betw een the 
castle and out camp. Each merchant had 
ft miserable little tent, in whidi stood a box 
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containing a]] his riches, anti upon which he 
aat, ate, and slept. This bai^ar, tlierefoce, 
was altogether wretchetJ; and in order to ' 
complete the purchase of five yards of 
cloth, it became necessary to summon a 
meeting of five merchants. The view of 
the wJiole was dull and uniform ; for, ex¬ 
cepting the castle and an old inetshet, we 
could see nothing hut the tops of the tciitSj 
which produced an appearance like Umt of 
an immense white field. 

The second day aAor our arrival the 
Amhaasador visited the Prime Minister, 
Mirza-iTeffi, who immediately returned the 
compliment, accompanied by a number of 
Chans, among whom was the former Am« 
bassador at the Court of St, Petersburgh, 
Mirza-Avdulasan-Chan.* The gentlemen of 
the Embassy were individually presented 
to tlie Minister, His Excellency is eighty 
years of and of small stature. His voice 

sounds as if it issued from the grav& He 

njc present Ambasandor Lo the odujii of Grtmt 
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13 vain* rouges, and affects an effeminate 
elegance of manners. But he is really a 
phetiome^ion in other respects, ibr he has 
filled the station of Prime Minister during 
the last forty-five years. He 'said that, not- 
wititstanding his arduous occupations, the 
administration of the government under a 
Prince like tlie. present King, was a delight, 
and by no means tott much for his ad- 
vanced age: the predecessor of Hia Ma^ 
jesty, on the contrary, Aga^Mabme<l-Ch^, 
an eunuch, had frequently plagued him so 
much that he had, notwithstanding the un¬ 
bounded love he bore to his country, been 
often on the point of retiring from hia 
office, and even from Persia. We could 
have ii(? difficulty in believing His Ex- 
*cellency, for the treatment which he ex¬ 
perienced from hia former master wn-s 
truly barbarous. 

Aga^Malimed-Chati was an eunuch, who, 
by a successful conspiracy, unlawfully ob¬ 
tained possession of the throne ? and in 
order to maintam it, committed every imar 
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guiablc act of crueltj. His condition may 
have contributed to increase bis naturat 
hatred of mankind. Determined to be dis¬ 
satisfied, he sometimes placed confidence* 
indiscriminately, in all; sometimes In none* 
and in the end distrusted even himself. 
Addicted to drinking, be would forget to¬ 
morrow tlie orders which he liad given to¬ 
day } and he roared like a maniac at the 
sight oi‘ the unfortunate beings, frequently 
his own favourites* whom he had com¬ 
manded to be sacrificed. It is not sur¬ 
prising that with aucli a character lie should 
have united the passion of war* which yet 
ho conducted disgraceluily. He was finally 
murdered by his own guards. 

Mirza-Joili was long the prime minister 
of this monster. He was obliged to be con¬ 
stantly near his person, and rarely escaped 
humiliation or insult* of which the following 
anecdote affords a decisive instance. The 
minister had the daily task of taking mi¬ 
nutes of the orders of the tyrant* which the 
latter dictated while stretched out on a 
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carpet. If" he was in u bad humour, be 
would generally add expressions personally 
disrespectful to the minister; and on one 
ocx:asioD, while probably intoxicated, he 
reproved Mirza^efli, wlio sat writing 
before him, by saying that he was con- 
tinualjiy plaguing him; that he left Iiim 
no rest; that he found a pleasure in tor¬ 
menting him, and in depriving him of 
sleep, &C, 

The minister continued to write, till 
at last His Majesty’s cushion at Ids 

head. The latter, half dead with terror, 
still proceeded in his writing ; the diamond 
kali ion toll owed the cushion i after that, 
every thing else within Ti^ch; and the 
tyrant concluded by firing a pistol at the 
object of bis fury. The ball passed through 
the minister’s beard, and lodgeti in his 
shoulder i he fell, and was carried away,— 
the Shah fell asleej). Several months elapsetl 
before the minister recovered from Ids 
wound, and he could not, therefore, appear 
at court. In the mean time the Shah did 
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not once enquire after hlnif and wLen he 
got better^ he returned to court and ad- 
niiniatered the government as usual. 

Oji another occasion the bowstring was 
actually round his neck, when happily be 
produced an Alcoran, which he always car¬ 
ried about his person, and at the sight of 
the sacred book the Shah allowed him to 
escape. 

Notwithstiiuduig ail this, the old minister 
said^ “That had lie accompanied Aga- 
Mahmcd-Clian in his wars, he would cer¬ 
tainly not have been murdered.” 

Persia has been continually exposed to 
wars and interna! commotions. It caji 
boast of three great men x Nadir-Shah, Ab¬ 
bas the Great, and the reigning Shalt, FeU 
All. The two first have extended the po«- 
sesaious of Persia, and raised the glory of 
her arms. Fet-AH-Shah loves peace, and 
has the happiness of his people at heart. 

The following curious anecdote is told 
illustrative of Shali-Natlir’s determined 
character. After having concluded his con» 
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i|^uests In the East, and penetrated across the 
Indus into Delhi, from whence he return¬ 
ed to Ispalian with the immense treasures 
of the Mo^l, he thought of cs^tending the 
western boundary of hia kingdom, which the 
Turks had never ceased to molest. He in¬ 
stantly commenced his marcfi, and was soon 
on the frontiert where he came to a larger 
stone, which from time immemorial had 
borne the following inscription : 

“ Whichever of the two powers, Turkey 
** or Persia, shall seek to extepd it's limits 
** at the expense of her neighbour, and hrst 

pass this stone, shall be dainnixl for 
" ever.” 

The Shah pausetl a little before tins 
tiumbling tlone; but soon recovering from 
his surjirise, he Cnxlered that it should be 
placed in a large waggon, and carried before 
the army, until he had reached the limit of 
his projected ci>iji]uests, where he directed 
it to be deposite<L 

At the conclusion of the ininistcr's visit, 
he and his suite were conducted into the tents 
s 2 
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where the presents were Ifiitl ouL Struck 
with nstonishinentT they knew not on which 
articie first to fix their attention. Pach ! 
Pach 1 and VVhoop! Whoopi exclamations 
of surprise and admiration, loudly resound¬ 
ed from every moutli. Moving about in 
all direcliotis, and distracted by sen.sations 
of wonder and delighi;, tliey hurried from 
one object to anotlier, without examining 
any, and finally left the tents as wise as they 
had entered them. There w^as" only re¬ 
quisite llie jTppUcation oi a few electrical 
shocks to complete the confusion. Tliis 
scene created a great noise, and fiime in¬ 
stantly commenced the work of exaggera¬ 
tion and lomaiice. Some loitering people, 
who could only obtain an occasional glance 
through the apertures of the tents, fancied 
that they sa^v diamonds where there was 
only crystal; and it was circulated through¬ 
out the camp, that the Emperor of Russia 
had sent a service of diamonds to the 
Shah. 

CapUin Willock, the English chargf 
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d'ai^ires, accompanied by Dr. Campbell, 
came to visit the Ambassadoi** 


. The wind coiUiuued blowing violently 
every day, and rnising clouds of dust 
which aliiiiost darkeiicil the air. hiil* 
winds came on also several times in the 
day, Ibrming columns ot dust, w'liich nearly 
reached to the clouds, and rolling over the 
camp, tore up the Lents. It was singular 
enough, that when one of these columns 
encountered an object offering resistance, 
the palace tor instance, it divided into two 
parts, which again closed after passing the 
object, and pursued it's course. About 
a hundred muskets, which were ranged 
betbre our Persian piquet, were once thrown 
into a heap, and well sliaken together, be¬ 
fore the whirlwind had passed on. 

Every morning and evening a gun was 
fired before the castle, as a signal that the 
fast had commenced, or that it had con- 
8 3 
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'chidetl. On tlie pi ra t ion of lUe Kumasaii 

this pmctice was di scon tin uttL 

In the mean time tjie King Imd frequent- 
l_y sent to enquire after the Ambassador s 
health ; and at last fixed the 81 st of duly 
as the day on which he w’ould grant his first 
audience. 

At eleven o’clock in the morning, the 
regular Persian inlantry, in red uniforms, 
were ranged in double tile from the castle 
to our camp. Soon afterwards appeared the 
Deputy Adjutant-General Mahmud-Chan, 
accompanied by several ofiicers of tive court* 
wearing red shawls round their caps, and all 
provltled tt'ith large cnues. They proceeded 
to clear the way in the name of the King, 
removing eY'en' thing that might obstruct 
the passage of the procession. These 
jieople were called essauls. The Ambassa¬ 
dor received Alohmud-Chan in thC audience 
tent j and after mutual civilities, we com¬ 
menced our march to the castle. 

A beautiful charger, decked with trap¬ 
pings ornamented with gold and precious 
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stonesj was, cooiniand of the King, 
brought forward for the Ambaasador’s use, 
and, according to the custom of Persia, re¬ 
mained allerwards the |)roperty of His Ex¬ 
cellency. A gold salver was destiiietl for 
the presentation of the Emperor’s letter to 
His Majesty. We ])rcjcecded in the same 
order w'hich I liave already described j with 
this difference only, that ti tiomher of ambas¬ 
sadorial attendants, dressed in rich liveries, 
walkcd.before the Arabasaador’s horse. The 
troops presented arms, and the driiius beat. 

As the King did not receive us in the 
castle, it is necessary that I should give 
some idea oi the place. As has lieen al¬ 
ready mentioned, the palace is surrounded 
by trees, wJiich are planted in a row, at 
short disUnces, The space between the 
castle and the trees was drawn round with 
high red curtains ■', and in a similar man- 

• These curtflin# are called ioraprrdn, and are of col- 
UJD auiffi; gtcnemiiy coloured red. They are aicd in 
cainpii, ia lieu of partiliona, and tnostly by Chans, or 
very rich peiwaages, who carry their faareoiii with thcat. 
— Aidk»> 
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ner divided into Lwo squares. Ii> the second 
square stood the K ing's tent, in which he 
received tlie Embassy. At the entrance ot 
the first square there ivas a tent, in which 
the Ambassador was received by the AtJju- 
tant-General and son-in-law of the King, 
Alajar-CUiio, and some of the principal per¬ 
sonages oi* the court. Chairs covereti with 
red velvet liad been expressly made for the 
Embassy, While the Ambassador was as¬ 
suring Alajar-Chan that this was to all of ns 
the happiest day of our lives, since we shodld 
see so powerful and great a monarch, tea, 
with rose-water, was carried round. Alajar- 
Chan then stood up, and said that the Shah 
was ready to r^eive the Ambassador. Ex¬ 
cepting the two councillors of Emhassy/one 
of whom carried the letter upon a gold 
salver, no other person accompanied His 
Excellency. 

Tlie Ambassador presented tlie letter to 
the h ing with his own hand, and made the 
following sliort speech ; 

“ TTie Emperor of Russia, my august 
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« KiMter, faithful to Ills principles, a.s well a.s 
■* his BenlimentH, honouring liie distiiiguish- 
« Ctl qinilities wliicli adorn your Majesty, 
and having at Iwart your glory, is desirous 
'* of establislung, on an everlasting foiind- 
‘ ation, his peaceful relations with Persia. 

« which owes it’s prosperity to your Ma- 
Jesty’s government. I have the happiness 
« to he honoured with the charge of cJe- 
claring to your Majesty the wishes ol niy 
« master. That his wishes are sincere, God 
« be my witness.” 

The councillor of state, Negri, read this 
address in the Turkish language, which tlie 
King takes delight in speaking almost coii^ 

atantly. 

Hift Majesty requested the Ambassador to 
seat himself on a chair, wliich was placed 
opposite the throne; an honour which, as 
well aa the permission to appear in boots, has 
never yet been siiown to any other person.* 

• Sir Hartgrcl June* ^uA Sir Oort Ouselt-y, dm- 
Hriirth Miiii*Ur„, both mi in ch*in vpjK*»l* ikr Km^ * 

thfonigi 
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After waiting perhaps a ijuarter of‘ an 
hour in the outer tenti Mahmud-Chan in¬ 
vited Us to tlie audiencCt We paased through 
the door of the curtaiu, having an immense 
dragon painted on it, and enteretl the first 
court, whicli was lined with Persian soldiery 
aud Ktirdiiis. The door of the second 
court was guarded by a numerous body of 
men, among whom was one with a silver 
stafK On entering ihis^ at the extremity 
of which stood (he King’s tent, it appeared 
to me as if (Jie scjuare was filled with 
soldiers; but this was merely the first 
linprcssion, produced by paintings on the 
curtains; and there were only present some 
of the principal Chans, who were standing 
in two rows, exposed to a dreadful sun. 
From the door to the tent the distance w'as 
about an hundred yards. At one-third of 
that length the Adjutant-General stopped, 
and made a profound bow; at two-thiids 
of the distance he left his slippera, and 
made another bow (we only bowed); and 
when he had gone over the whole length, 
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he stood still, and bowing again, .cried 
aloud;— 

The suite of the Russian Ambassador 
“ wishes to have the bappiness to be allow- 
“ ed to approacli the dust of your Majesty’s 
« feet. Y'our Majesty’s commands?” 

The King slowly turned his face towards 
us, and exclaimed, Hoshkeldi! Hoahkeldi! 
upon which we uncovered ourselves, and 
entercitl the lent* 

The Anibnssador rose Irotn h\^ seatj and 
begged Hb Majesty’s permission to be al¬ 
lowed to present tlie members of the Em¬ 
bassy personally. The King consented i he 
enquired after our health,tuid asked whether 
we had experienced any inconvenience from 
so long a journey. .On being respectively 
named, we stepped forward, and bowed 
diree times to the King, upon which be 
generally exclaimed Hpslikeldi t 

Wlieii it came to my turn, the Ambassa¬ 
dor said; ** He has been round the world, 
and now comes to Persia, for the sole pur¬ 
pose of having the happiness of seeing your 
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Majesty.’'—I wish him joy,” said the King, 

lie has now seen every tiling." 

He spoke of his friendship with tlie Em¬ 
peror, and assured tis tliat we might consider 
ourselves m being in his service; and he 
hoped tJmt we would serve him as faithfully 
as we should sen'^e our own Emperor, To 
Or. Muller he said, “ Vou are now my 
physician.” 

He inentioned the custom which now 
prevails among the >*overeigds of Europe, 
of visiting each other. « I should be glad,” 
be said, ^ if the Emperor of Russia would 
come and visit me; I should certainly go 
and meet him." 

The manners and behaviour of the King 
are so engaging and amiable, that we might 
well say, without flattery, be is the only 
man fit to be Sbah in Persia! Continually 
surrounded by courtiers, who, in point of 
manners and understanding, are mere dolts 
compared to him, it is difficult to imagine 
bow his mind can retain so much treshness 
and v'igour. 
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His Majesty is of a middle stature; of Itis 
lace nothing is seen but tu'o large fine eyes; 
the rest ia concealed by his beard, which 
hangs down to his knees. It is said to be 
the finest in Persia, and ft is invoked on all 
occasions calling for the most sacred tesLi- 
inony. 

He sat upon a golden throne, richly onia,* 
mented with real stones. It was shaped like 
one of our old-fashioned chairs. On tiie 
first step there was worked a has relief of a 
tiger In gold. 

His dress was of gold stuff, with tlic 
addition of a shawl. 'Five crown increased 
in breadth toward.s tine summit, and was 
surmounted by three diamond plumes. On 
his arms, where every Persian carries his 
Alcoran, there were two diamonds well 
known in Europe, surroundeti by otliera of 
very large sizes. His dagger and his girdle 
were profusely studded with stones and 
pearls. 

The tent was hung with red silk, and on 
the right of the throne His Majesty’s seven- 
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teen sons stood ranged against the curtain: 
they were the only, persons wjio shared the 
honours of the audience wdth us. Immedi' 
ately adjoining the throne* was a handsome 
youtih, said to be a tiepheiv of tlie King, who 
stood in waiting near a carpet worked with 
genuine pearls, and upon wliich lay a round 
cushion, with tassels adorned with pearls of 
AH enormous size. Upon this carpet stood 
the great kail ion, which is crowded with 
large brilliants j and a cup, which aj-tpeared 
to be formed of a single stone. Immetliately 
before the tent stood three oflicers, the first 
bearing a crown upon a cushion ritrhly em¬ 
broidered ; the second a sabre, and the thirtl 
a shield, which, from the number of precious 
stones with which it is ornamented, formed 
one of tlie most valuable articles of the 
royal treasure. From thi:l short description 
it may be seen that tiie value of single arti¬ 
cles is immense; but I must confess that, 
upon the whole, there wa-s no appearance of 
that Asiatic magnificence w^hich has been 
so higldy extolled by European travellers. 
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At thp conclusion of tiio itudioncft the 
prime minister was allowed to come into 
the tent, where he stood next to the mem¬ 
bers of the Embassy. The Kiii^, in a loud 
voice, said much to him in praise of the 
Ambassador, and particularly mentioned 
His Excellency’s delicacy in rising from 
his seat every time that he addressed him. 
Thi.s convinced Hts Majesty that if His 
Excellency knew how to assert his rights, 
he also showed much good taste in the ex¬ 
ercise of them, 

Tlie King dismissed us Very graciously, 
and commanded the prime minister to see 
that the Embassy were provided witli every 
thing winch they could wafit* W e retumwl 
as we had come, making three bows in the 
court, where the Adjutant-General resumed 
his slippers at the place where he had 
left them. Mahmud-Chan accompanied us 
home, where the Ambassador justly ex¬ 
patiated on the noble qualities of the Shah, 
respecting whom we learnt that he was also 
the first poet of his nation. 
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As during the Ramas^n * the Moslems 
are forbidden to allow themselves* any re¬ 
creation whatever, the King won id not look 
at the presents, until this festival was over* 
On the day precetling its conclusion, he 
ordered a large tent to be erected close to 
the audience-tent, and all the presents were 
conveyed there. While this operation was 
going fbrsvsrtl, His Majesty look«l on from 
the castle, and sent several times to thank 
us for the exertion and care with which the 
proceeding was conducted. But wo viewed 
with regret the destruction of our /icrmUagCt 
which had,afforded us so much amusement, 

“ The Persinn* have fntir Riimn.<nn« in the caun)« of 
the year, whieli tlwy kw}> very The 

most st^v^re U that which ihe new yt^nr^ cor- 

reftponcllng to the imh of March, Old Siyle. Qn ihii 
day the Xuig mxdves iiumbcrlesfi presents from every 
providcci and iliiitribiJLt« in retiirti new cuius to all the 
principal perfonagen of ihe state, aud to the people. 
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On the same evenings the whole camp was 
in a bustle. Every creature raised Ids hands 
towards heaven to greet tlie mew mooui 
which instantly absolved him who saw it 
from all Airlli^r observance, of tbc fast. 
The following day was a great festivaL 
Early in the morning, all the troops a.s$em- 
bled round the castle, and the Ambassador, 
accompanied only by the Council lor ol State, 
Negri, atlcndetl the King, with whom he 
appeared on the open side ol the palace. * A 
battery of twenty-nine pieces of artillery im- 
inediately tired three rounds, \\ hile the 
Ambassador was conversing with His Ma¬ 
jesty, tlie Tersian music played; it consistetl 
of some do3sen jinmcnsely long trumpets, 
and about twenty drums.* Two dancers 
performed, with some skill, on a rope which 
was drawn from tire square to the top of the 

• Thi* mudic asKmlilcfl every eveninp tit Jtinsel before 
Prt castle, anil mi up a JreMlfiilly disconJont noire, 
'rbts ii a dirffnetion which u only ahared with the King 
by His MaJcAy's wns tuid the connaanders of provinc*:i>, 

T 
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castlCj. over the audienctMihamber, Tliree 
elephants were then brought forward. The 
King’s sons, and the principal chans^ stood 
in the court, exposed to the burning mys 
of the Hun, happy wlien His Majesty deigned 
to honour them with a look or a word. At 
last he requested the Ambassador to show 
him the presents in half an hour, as it was 
tllen the time for going to prayers. His 
Excellency accordingly took bis leave, and 
proceeded to the tent where the presents 
were laid out. 

His Majesty now came, and, perhaps tor 
the first time in his life, saw a lull length 
reflection of his own figure. “ These mir¬ 
rors,” said he, ** are dearer to me tlian all 
my treasures.” Continual exclamations of 
PacU 1 pach ! and Whoop 1 whoop ! again 
resounded throughout Uie tent whenever 
he touched any article. Tl^e service of cut 
glass pleased him exceedingly. He desired 
almost every article to be presented to him 
separately, enquired where each had been 
made, and always said that it pleased him 
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more than all hta treasures. The Am- 
, bassador observed that the treasures of 
Persia were too well known in £!iirope to 
render it possible to surprise His Ma- 
jestj by the inagntlicence of the Im¬ 
perial present; but these articles were 
all the produce of Russian inanufacto> 
ries with which, by these specimens, the 
Emperor was desirous of making His Ma¬ 
jesty acquainted. “ They are far dearer to 
me than all my treasures f ’ he again ex¬ 
claimed. 

m 

He spoke wtdi much graceful ease, and 
showed that he knew how to appreciate 
each article. He took up a beautiful goblet 
of cut glass, and said to His Excellency, 
“ Truly this glass is so hue that it might 
seduce me to drink wine L'' 

The superintendant of the presents was 
allowed to present every article into his 
own hands; an honour which is never ex¬ 
tended to any person but the prime mi¬ 
nister, — which aflbtds another proof that 
the King is proud only when the cus- 
T 2 
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I on IS of Ills country requite that he sliouid 
be so. 

The sahic furs excited his admiration to 
sucii a degree that he doubted at first wbe- 
tlier they were not dyed j a hesitation which 
created no surprize, since those w’orn even 
by the most opulent clians were reddish. 
When the Ambassador had convinced him 
that tlie colour was natural, adding that the 
Emperor had sclecbcti them himself, he 
suddenly laid his hand on the furs, and 
resting it there, said, “ I wish that my hand 
may Imppen to touch the place where that 
of the Emperor has rested: my friend ship 
is sincere, and lasts for ever.” 

He took a pleasure in looking frequently 
in the mirroi's, and at last said, smilingly, 

These will make me vain of my person.” 
He desired that the machinery of the ele¬ 
phant might be put in motion, and admired 
its mechanism. He praised the costume of 
the Russian ladies, and was in such good 
spirits, and so lively, that he sent orders 
to his principal officers tliroughout the 
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caiiipt “ to 00mo and admire the presents 
which the great Emperor had sent to liis 
friend tlie great Shah j” and he commanded 
the Tninlstcr instantly to tUspatch a courier 
to Teheran, with orilers to build a saloon 
expressly lor the reception of the presents j 
adding, “ He who.sha11 be the first to bring 
intelligence of illeir safe arrival, shall receive 
a reward of one thousand turn an ea; but he 
who disregards my commands, shall be 
answerable for his neglect with his head. 

His JVJajestj passed the night with liis 
harem *, near the presents j and on the next 
morning directed that they should be im¬ 
mediately packed up, and sent to reheran 
without delay. ‘He requested that the 
person under whose charge they had been 
brought from Su Petersburgh, miglit he al¬ 
lowed to accompany them to 'rcheran, to 
superintend the disposal of tlicni. He sent 
dtuly to enquire whether they were packed 
up; and when every thing was at last ready 

* I fi' tifld brought iixly woracn with hum. — Auiftor, 

T 3 
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for the journey, it was by some trick of his 
astrologers postponed for three days. Even 
when the long expected day had arrived, 
these gentlemen insisted that the convoy 
should set off in a direction opposite to tlmt 
of the road leading to Teheran j asserting 
that the liappy star, under which this 
journey had been dctcmrined on, hatl taken 
that course;. 

One afternoon’ I witnessed a singular 
diversion which the King was taking. A 
sheep, bound so tiiat it could not move, lay 
at a great distance from tlie balcony of the 
palace, and His Majesty, as well as some of 
his children, w'ere shooting arrows at the 
unfortunate animal. Nolle hit it so well as 
he did. One of his sons, a beautiful Uttle 
boy, was standing by him, and learning 
from his fattier the use of the bow. 

His Majesty went out shooting every day, 
and always sent to the Ambassador game 
which he had killed with bis own hand. 
Fruit was likewise brought to us in large 
quantities, but mostly unripe. 
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The Persians are liighlj skilled in the nit 
of procuring ice in the hottest weather. 
They have no ke-houses, anti 1 have no 
notion how they get it. 

We had music every evening in front of 
our encampment} and the Persians assem¬ 
bled in great numbers to hear iL The King^s 
band performctl at the same time* and they 
produced together a singular uproar. 

The Persian infantry was constantly 
drilled the whole of the day in front of our 
camp ; but they cannot be compared with 
the troops at Tauris. 

The sentries, who were posted in our 
camp, iisetl to give one another their arms 
whenever tliey wanted to go any where, dhd 
not unfrequcntly one soldier was seen hold¬ 
ing several musquets. They, besides, often 
abused their authority, by stopping .ami 
plundering individuals, wiio, ignorant of 
their countersign, attempted to passthrough 
the camp, and we wece continually called 
out of our tents, to see that the property 
of these persons was restored to them, 
T 4 
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These j»oof devils liad, however, a hard ser¬ 
vice to perlbrtii: I heir officers frecjiientlv 
forgot tliem, and lejfl them on their post the 
whole of the claj j yet many of tJie sentries, 
who liatl not thoroughly profited by Euro¬ 
pean discipline, would go and give their 
officers a hint when it was lime they should 
be relieved. 

The small field-piece, which is carried on 
a camel, is a peculiar kind of gun. The 
officer who commanded this arm of the 
flervice, a meritorious old soldier, on several 
occasions manoeuvred sonre hundreds of 
them in our presence. The guns are so 
light that an artillery-man can take Ids 
pJice on his back, and run about with it. 
They do not attempt to take aim in firing - 
the gun lies on the ground, and is fired at 
random,^ They are never discharged but 
in vollies, which are very jiowerfut, and 
may do much execution, from their number. 
With some improvements, they might be 
use<l with advantage by the advanced guard 
of an army. Tlie colonel assured us that 
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be would match his corps against a whole 
army. The men are clothed like the Br- 
jazzoeSf and wear caps with red teatliers. 

The whole of the intantry were also ma¬ 
noeuvred several tiinefij and pertornied the 
running fire particularly well. 

Of the ancient ruins of the city of Sul- 
tanie, which is said to have been flourishing 
and populous in tjie Limes of Chardin, tliere 
now remain only three IMetshels, one of 
which is particularly distinguished for its 
magnitude and beauty. It is an octagonal 
tower, surmounted by a dome, which is a 
masterpiece dt architecture. fhe whole 
building may lie about forty yards broad, 
and eighty in lieight. The inside is orna¬ 
mented with hieroglyphics j and in the upper 
part of the building there is a number of 
small chambers and passages, formerly lead¬ 
ing to four small pillars which surrounded 
the dome; but of these Uiere. is only one 
now remaining, whiclt has a winding stair- 
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case inside of and the top of which is 
on a level with the summit of the cupola. 

The other mins arc ugly masses of loam, 
which have been w'ashetl by the rain into 
such singular shapes, (hat ai\ European can 
scarcely consider them as the remains of 
dwelling houses. 

Not far from theftce there is a small place, 
encircled by a handsome wall, which is now 
about to be transformed into a garden. In 
the middle stands a building, cuntHinlng the 
remains of tlie Saint llassain-Kashi- The 
whole has been erected by the present Shah, 
who, during his residence at Sultanie, fre¬ 
quently proceeds to this place to perlbrm 
his devotions in solitude. Tiicre is 
no trace of Christianity in the whole 
neighbourhood, as asserted by the Arme¬ 
nians'; altliough some of these people, who 
are now scattered over Persia, like the Jews 
over Europe, may have formerly resided 
there. 

We have, as yet seen no trace of the far- 
famed magnificence of Asia, The houses 
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well as the tents are fitted up in tire 
plainest style y aod^ excepting some hand¬ 
some carpets found here and there, we saw 
literally nothing to attract our attention. 
A PcrsiaTi gentleman makes some show in 
his dress he has a few fine shawls, a sabre, 
and a dagger, which he inherited from his 
fatlier; and the trappings of his horse are 
of gold; but he possesses nothing else, and 
his sen'ants are almost in rags. Even the 
attendants of a minister are clothed like 
beggars. Our ideas of splendor arc formed 
from the general style of a mau*s boose, and 
his mode of living j but the li^hesl degree 
ol' Asiatic grandeur lias no reference what¬ 
ever to domestic state; and 1 am disposed 
to think that the false notions,wbich prevail 
in Europe, relative to eastern magnificence, 
have been inherited from our ancestors, who 
imbibed tliem in times before any progress 
had been made in civilization, ^ 

The treasure of the King is extremely 
valuable, but entirely without taste. Some 
few great personages are very rich, but the 
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real are wretcJicdlj' poor. If. cannot, iti- 
dee<l, be oLlierwise, Ibr in this country they 
have no conception how a sum of money 
can bear interest^ without a dimtimtion of 
the capitaE. TEiere is no exchange oJ' 
money. Neither the constitution of the 
state nor their ideas of honesty permit the 
introdnetion of anopier system. The con¬ 
sequence is, that the rich man hoards his 
nioney, and eats it up by degrees, unless he 
has the prospect of acquiring more ; but if 
he live longer than he had calculated upon, 
he goes to his grave a beggar. 

The fear of butlLving his capital, renders 
a Persian disgustingly avaricious. Those 
who serve the government lioard their pay, 
in order that, they may not be exposed to 
want Itcreatber; and the ministers act upon 
the same principle, because they cannot be 
certain how long Uiey may remain in*favor. 

The King himself possesses an immense 
dead treasure, which he withholds from a 
beneficial circulation among hts people, 
and from which his subjects derive no re- 
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urn, except in time of wor. If the industry 
of the landholders were not cramped by the 
* religion of the country, iheir lot might be 
said to be happier than that of their feUow- 
subjects, for they are the only class who 

draw interest from tlieir CRplt^. • 

Tliere exists a singular notion that it is 
the custom of the Persians immcHliatcly to 
give away to a person any article that he 
may have praiserh This idea, however, has 
solely arisen from a literal interpretation ot 
their phraseology of civility, and the ei^ 
tom is about equal to the assurance with 
which they generally receive a guest,—that 
the whole house belongs to him; meaning 
thereby, in reality, nothing more than we 
do when in writing to any one we add tliat 
we are his moat humble servant, without any 
intention of becoming such* Yet the cus¬ 
tom of presenting articles that have been 
praised by another person sometimes pre¬ 
vails in cases where they can be easily- 
spared, and then only when the ifonors 
feel sure of receiving double the vtdiie in 
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return; for a counterpreiient cannot be 
avoided. It is also the custom of the 
country to make considerable presents to* 
servants, almost on every triHing occasion. 
People are in the habit of sending each 
other a flower, an apple, and so forth; and 
these must always be repaid by their weight 
in gold. The expences of a traveller in 
Persia are, therefore, truly alarming; and 
some idea may be formed of the daily ex¬ 
penditure of an embassy under this single 
head. 

The King had hitherto been in the habit 
of immediately allowing a settled sum of 
money to a]] Europeans who appeared at 
his Court, under the name of *« bath- 
money. * But the Ambassador begged to 
decline accepting it, declaring that it was 

• The« bathing-allowimcts must hnvt Iwcn oAl>r«I Ui 
Uie Kufifiiaa Einba^j,-, eithctasu rurconhpepuititiii r<H- ihe 
trouble th^ mmt bavp bad in cleaning lliciugelvea after 
thcii very dtiaty jourk^-, or aa one of tliosc " exclusive 
holioitts'' of which Uie author is very food of booiling, 
and wo allow Iihn lo enjoy it. — TVonilntor. 
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not the usage of our country to accept pecu¬ 
niary presents tVom any other person than 
the Sovereign. It was some time before 
■ the Persians could be made to conceive that 
there existed a distinction between one 
species ol present and another. Their 
functionaries, who like nothing so much as 
ntotiey, were soon fbicited also to refuse 
pecuniary gifts, which the Ambassador, 
however, was under the necessity of re¬ 
placing by presents of other descriptions. 

The negociatioaa continued to advance 
with rapid progress. The iVmbassador liad 
frequent audiences of the King and his 
ministers, who all, and HJa Majesty in par¬ 
ticular, became so attached to His Excel¬ 
lency that they wished that he might remain 
in Persia, and they said tliey would ask the 
Emperor to do them the favour of consent- 

ipw to tliis arrangement. 

*bn one occasion, when His ES-oellcncy 
proceeded to attend the King, 1 liappeued 
to be officer of the day, and had accord¬ 
ingly to accompany him. Wc went to 
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the gr€^t terrace of the castle, where His 
Kxcciieiicy was received in a tent, by the 
Prime Minister, and tiie Adjutant-Gene¬ 
ral, Alajar-Chaiu The King immodLitely 
appeared on hJs throne. The Adjutant- 
General conducted the Ambassador into the 
audieiice-chamber while I remained with 
the iMinistcr, who*|>ressed me to be seated. 
There appeared below, before the castle, 
'several tliousand Kurdiiis, who, on being 
called, by name, into the presence of tlie 
King, started at full gallop out of the ranks, 
bowing profoundly at ttie same time. Tlie 
Minister repeatedly asked me how I liked the 
cavalry; and 1 gaye it that tribute of praise 
to which I diought it was, upon the whole, 
entitled. Yes," said he, and our horse¬ 
men do not fight as your European cavalry 
do, standing all together: the bravery oi’ 
our troops consists in this, that each man 
fights for' himself. With you, bravery is an 
art.*' I had no wish to undeceive tbe old 
gentleman, and merely referred to the ad- 
''antage resulting from fighting in ranks. 
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** Ha! You Europeans/’ saiil !»e» “ are 
alwajs starting some new improvement 
the Turks, however, he thought, “ hatl no- 
“ thing to boast of but tlieir wide trowsers.*' 

TJie Turks arc held in sneh small esti- 
tnatioii in tins country, that the King him¬ 
self once said, To be a Turk is to lie 
nothing at all.” The inlnister also men¬ 
tioned to me an affair (without date, how¬ 
ever,) in which 500 Persians, having no 
other weapons than sticks, totally delbatcd 
several thousand Turks. 

When the review was ended, the iVlaster 
of the tloi^e came tbrwanl, standing upon 
a wild Arabian, and turned himself round 
while the horse was bounding about in e^ ery 
direction at full speed, not in the measured 
canter of our rirling-scliools. Sometimes 
he would suspend himself by either foot, 
while hia head and arms hung down to the 
ground ; and then swinging himself on the 
horse, he would stand in the saddle upon 
both legs or one j in short be went through 
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a great .variety of tire sight of which 

was really alarming. 

Tills man’s performances cerlainly sur¬ 
passed any tiling of the kind that 1 had 
ever witnessed in my own country; and 
when tlie minister asked my opinion of 
tliemt 1 assured him that we had nothing 
equal u> them in Europe. And yeti" 
added he» " that is not our best tumbler j 
the best is sick." I did not, however* give 
much credit to this assertion ; and I learnt 
aiterwards that this man was the only per¬ 
former at the King’s court* and indeed 
superior to any in Persia. 

The Ambassador soon afterwards made 
his appearance, and proceeded to wait U|Km 
the King’s eldest son, Malimud-AIi-ilrlirza, 
who gave His Excellency a most gracious 
reception, and spoke higldy in praise of 
His J!ifajeaty. 

Among the troops who were still assem¬ 
bled before the castle, two men began quar¬ 
relling in the King’s pi^seiice, and struck 
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their daggers at one another. Under other 
circumstances such audacious conduct would 
have been punished with instant death; 
but His Majesty pardonetl them, sajing* 

“ TJie presence of the Russian Embassy 
shall not be violated by the shedding of 
blood: there shall be joy only among us," 
This was no mean proof of instantaneous 
subjugation ol teeling on the part of an 
unlimited monarch, accustomed to punish, 
on tlie spot, wil]i death, ollences of a lar 
more trivial iiatujrft 

Tlie Prime Minister invited the whole 
Embassy bo dinner, to which we proceeded 
at tlie hour of five in the afternoon. We 
found chairs prepared for us in the tent, 
and upon being seated, tea with rose-water 
and kallions were offered to us; the whole 
of die Minister’s attendants In the m^ 
timo, aceordlng to Persian custom, standing 
round and gaping at us. 

Soon afterwards we went into another 
tent, In the middle of which a mound of 
earth had been raised as a substitute for a 
u 2 
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table) but so very Ivigh, thiU, we could hut 
ju8t aee the noses ol those who sat opposite 
to us. Tliis table) which wrs of ttumense 
breadth, was coveretl with diHerent sorts of 
dishtsi aud fruiLs. In the middle, a small 
narrow space had Irecn left open; and 1 
could not imagine for what purpose, until, 
wlieu we Were seated, 1 saw the servants 
jump upon the table, aud stand there, hand¬ 
ing round such dishes as might be agreeable 
to iia. 1 would have given much to have 
been allowed to laugh heartily j but we were 
obliged to repress our feelings of ridicule. 
One of the men, liou ever, having stepped 
into a dish of sour milk, and Ids neighbour 
iiaving, in the attempt to relieve him, nearly 
fallen over another dish, it was no longer 
possible to refrain from laughing; and 
luckily the conversation of tlie Ambassador 
and of the l^linister, who had observed no¬ 
thing of liic fracas, having at the moment 
turned upon a circumstance in itself ridi¬ 
culous, our laughing could excite no par¬ 
ticular observ'ation. The careless servant 
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motlestljf withdrew, leaving marks of his 
footsteps oil the fable. Besides this awk¬ 
ward inode of w'aiting, which must have 
been painful to the servants, otliers had to 
stand behind us, and keep tlie flies off with 
I arse straw fans. 

■C* 

1 eKpectetl to have realised, at the Minis¬ 
ter’s table, the hope which i still indulged 
of eating gootl fruit in Persia; but it was 
very bad. 

The Minister sent to several gentlemen 
«ioucAea^tifom his own plate, which 
ia considered the greatest honour tliat he 
can show to a guest; hut with the Persians 
that degree of ceremoiij is dispensed willi: 
he throws the food at once into their 
mouths, and tliey show nnicli dexterity in 
catching iU If a great man should liappen 
to take a liking to his neighbour, he nicely 
kneads a portion ol greasy rice with three 
fingers into a lump, mid with a condescend¬ 
ing smile conveys it into the mouth opened 

to receive the honour. 

u 3 
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On rising from table, water was brought, 
m order that we might wash our hands: we 
then returned to the first tent, where kaUlons 
and coffee w-ere handed round, Tliere w^as 
now an end of the entertainment, as far as 
we were concerned; but hundreds of per¬ 
sons, who had in the mean time been, ac¬ 
cording to custom, lying in wait for the 
remains of the feast, began to demolish 
them as soon as we had dined. 

On the following day another dinner was 
given to the Embassy by the Treasurer of 
the kingdom, ^Jsamut-jDewle, governor of 
Ispahan, and one of the richest private in¬ 
dividuals in Persia: he makes an annual 
present of twenty pounds weight of genuine 
pearls to the King, Some of the table 
utensils were of gold ; and there was good 
Ispahan wine, hhirass wine is extremely 
scarce in Persia, among other reasons, he- 
cause very little of it is made; a fket which 
must be extremely edifying to tiiose gentle¬ 
men in Europe who imagine that they drink 
genuine Shiraz. 
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The Ambnaanidor returned these civilities 
by inviting all tl^e satraps to un entertain¬ 
ment. Our camp was beautifully illuminatecl 
on the occasion : the guests all sat at tables 
and tlie members of the Embassy did the 
honours, in a manner Mrhich seemed to 
gratify them. Tlie Prime Jlinister, who 
might have iieard soraetliiug of the story 
of his awkward servant’s foot-bath, praised 
our custom of sitting at tabic, and declared, 
that he was 30 much delighted with it, 
that he would adopt the practice himself 
at Teheran. The band played, and the 
Persian camp collected in crowds round us 
the whole night. The King sent from his 
harem a quantity of Iruit, with a compli¬ 
mentary message to the Ambassador. 

A few days aftervvank, the Kitig invited 
the Embassy to an exhibition of fire-works. 
At four o’dock In the afternoon all the 
troops assembled round the castle, together 
with the camel-artillery, which was on this 
occasion diamounted. His ALyesty, desir¬ 
ous of hearing our music, had requested that 
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tlie baud might also bo presenL The Am¬ 
bassador attended tlie King 1» the audience- 
halJ, wliile wg stood on the terrace. Below 
were tiie tvro orefiestras, llnssian and 
■PersianI which mutually relieved each others 
and produced the strangest compound of 
sounds. IkHween them five little boys, 
dancers of the court, were capering'about to 
the music of ttie orchestra, the two rop^ 
dancers were also present. At some dis¬ 
tance, the prcpnratbna Ibr the ilre-works 
occupictl a sqirare space, of about one 
thotisarul yards. In the midttle stood, [x- 
tween two elephants, a large figure repre¬ 
senting (he giant Kiistaii. The other objects 
were pyramids, fruit-trees, together with an 
immense number of foiiiiiains and rockets. 
Lest there should not be a sufficient 
number of engines of’sound, the sjiace was 
surrounded by the camel-artillery, and a 
battery of heavy guns owupietl tiie remain¬ 
der of the gromnl. The King was much 
pleased with our music; and having dis¬ 
missed (jte men with presents, retired to his 


JDitiiNt:v TO rEnsiA. 


297 


harem, cbarmn^ the iVime Aliiilster and the 
Adjutant>Genera] to do the honours of the 
tele m his absenee. 

Fruit,tea, and kalliona were carried round, 
white the Persian music pJayed, and the 
dancers went tlirougli their dis^stinj^ per¬ 
formances. This noise lasted untit dark, 
upon whicli the business of llie fireworks 
commenced. Some rockets went up in 
good style; the artillery fired seldom at 
first; now and then fountains, wlieels, &c. 
whined otf. But this was not to tlie taste 
of the Persians i they require that every 
tliliiir should ao off" at once. This accord- 
ingly soon look place with tremendous re¬ 
ports of artillery, and 1 allow that the sight 
was truly superb, but regret that it lasted 
only for a moment. The whole atmo^plierc 
appeared to he in flames, and the earth 
shook. The flames died away in millions 
of sparks, whicli fell in showers on the 
ground, and the entertainment endetl in 
silent darkness. 
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The painter ol* the Embasfiy had made 
Irom memory a tolerably good likeness of 
the King, whom he had seen only at the 
first audience, and he bad presented his 
work to the minister Avdiil-VehaK who 
showed it to His Majesty> The latter im¬ 
mediately eKpressed a desire to sit for his 
picture, and sent for the artist, to whom he 
showed two portraits of himself, which he 
thought good likenesses, and he desired to 
be painted in the same style. This was very 
natural, for the artist had fluttered him in 
both instances. In short, tlie Shah did 
what he had never done before ; he placed 
himself on iiis throne, assumed an easy at¬ 
titude, saying to the artist, “ You must 
“ paint me twice: one portrait I slmll keep 
” for myself, the other shall be for Eu- 

rope-’’ 

The King sent also for our grenadiers, 
and desired that they might be paraded be¬ 
fore him, after which lie dismissed them 
with presents. 
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One day Hia Majesty took llie diverHion 
«!' shooting* having previously directed the 
Adjutant-General to shoi*’ us his curiosities. 
We were accordingly received by Alajar- 
Chan at the palace* and conducted into the 
jewel chamber. We there saw the throne 
of gold inlaid with largo stones; the beau¬ 
tiful carpet worked with pearls, the cush¬ 
ion that belonged to it* and the diamond 
kallion. Upon a large shawl-carpet there 
were two crowns, a cap with a plume of 
diamonds; tbnr d^gors, the handle of one 
of which was a solid emerald* two sabres, a 
girdle of diamonds, a stringof pearls, particu¬ 
larly choice both in point of size and beauty* 
a great many lances, the famous shield* a 
bftton studded with diamonds* and three 
dresses profusely embroidered with pearls 
and brilliants. 

Yet none of these articles were to be 
compared to a pair of bracelets, containing 
two diamonds, suirounded by others nearly 
as large. One of them is calJetl Dariainur 
(the brilliant sea), and is worn by the King 
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on Ills lefl RTiu; the other, which bears the 
name of Kidnur (the brilliant Tnountain)» 
is worn by His ‘Majesty on his left leg. 
They are both diamonds of the first water ^ 
the Dariiiiiuir weighs 14 drachms, apothe¬ 
caries' weight; and the Kiiituir 9 dniehms 
20 grains. I state their weight, however, on 
the authority of tlie Treasurer, and will, 
diecefure, not vouch for the correctness of 
the information, I should mention here, 
that we were taught to consider the sight of 
the royal treasure as an indulgence ivhich 
the King had never before allowed to any 
stranger,* 

On viewing all these treasures, one felt 
strongly impressed by the consideration,that 
many thousands of families might be made 
happy by that alone which lies iinprofit- 

• If ilip Author hAtl ihe ciiution id dintruiit the in- 
rormatioii given to hini by the Peiwiii TrenEurer, surely 
he might hnve hesitated a little, before he cliijfiie<(l an¬ 
other cxelusive honour to the Russ ion Embassy, on the 
authority ol' tlie Adjuuint-General. Sir Gore Giiseley 
eemualy saw iKe state-jewels.— 7'ran$Iator, 
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ab]y in this small clumibcr! It is said 
that these Jewels were brought from India 
by Nadir Shah, wlio took them from the 
Mogul on the coiujuest of Delhi, together 
w’ith that Prince’s throne, the seat of which 
is the figure of a peacock, placed on a 
pedestal of .solid goltl, liaving three steps. 

The peacock, as well as other valuable 
commodities, is still at Teheran; but the 
workmanship is very coarse, and inlaid with 
enamelletl flowers, arranged w'ithout any 
taste. 

The Adjutant-General, who showed the 
treasure to us, presented, in the name of 
the King, two full-length pictures of His 
Majesty. In one*of them he is represent¬ 
ed on his throne, and in the other lie U 
sitting on his superb carpeL They are 
both tolerably well painted; the colours, in 
particular, are very fine, and the . dresses 
and ornaments are most minutely copied; 
an accuracy of detail which is the particular 
characteristic of Asiatic painting. 


JOURNEY TO PERSIA. 


,J02 

With respect to painting, I Bud that Persia 
stands on the same leveJ as China: in both 
countries there reigns the same taste ibr 
tlie gaudy display of variety of colours. In 
speaking of China, however, I must except 
Canton, where, with a view to supply the 
European market, painting is carried on 
with great assiduity. They manifest the 
greatest perseverance and ingenuity in pr^ 
paring every description of articles, oven 
card-counters, to catch the European trader; 
and I once saw there a painting in glass oi' 
the celebrated Madame Hecamier. 

As it is a custom of tlie Persians to show 
to the portraits of individuals, but particu¬ 
larly to that of the King, .the same external 
marks of respect as to the persons them¬ 
selves, the Ambassador directed that die 
pictures should be carried to the camp b)' 
the genderaen of the Embassy, which was 
accordingly done, amidst the same honours 
on the part of the troops and of the people, 
as if the King had been octu^y present. 
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The iiegociations had now drawn to u 
happy close} and, without flattery to the 
Ambassador, I may say, that k was entirely 
owing to His Excellenev's able and zealous 
exertions that, on tlte SfTth of August, every 
point was Anally adjusted, to the satisfaction 
of both powers; and the King appointed 
the afternoon of that day for our audience 
of leave. 

The court of Persia never allows it’s 
visitors to depart without bestowing pre¬ 
sents upon them. These are generally 
given qn the day of taking leave; and it U 
necessary to appear with them before the 
King. It is also tlie custom on this occa¬ 
sion to appear in tlie khelaat of honour*, 
which is included among the presents; hut 
tlie Ambassador declared; that in our coun¬ 
try it would be considered an insult the 

• A sort of cloak, which ihe Kitig confers upon Chans 
SI s particular mark of favour luicl dutioctiot]. It 1* 
mndc of rtuF, and looks like a pight.gow;i; hu the 
people liow to U whli Ttjwrcnce.— 
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imtfbrni of our sovereijiiii if wc wore any 
other dress over it. His Majesty had the 
delicacy to yield in this instance adso to our 
national notions of propriety; and he made, 
in favour of the lliissian Embassy, the first, 
and per flaps the last, exception to the ob¬ 
servance of this point of courtly etiquette. 
We therefore received uo kheluttis; and the. 
stiifT of‘ wfiidi they were to liave been pre¬ 
pared, was not made up. * 

* G^JniJerEible must be nlldivo^t lo the P^rslDli 

for ilieir success In Tiavfng |n?rBuailal the 
Kuiismn EmbjLssts that the goverhnRMii hud -HJiown ifc 
iniirt difrlincUoiti uiid cuhtt'dlMt a gientel- number of 
pomCd ol'otiquetlc? to licadj GeneralJEH^fOLOFF^ lliftll 
hatl been done in cose* of former Efnbtis^ies. It Li, 
liotvtfvpr^ certain, that ihe ]wii Britiah Ambassador to the 
Court of Persia e^|iicrjcnccd to the full as di^tiingitl^hcd 
a rccqitmii as the tiussisun Ambassodori and that ns many 
jioint^ of etiquette wrcee T^vavI^d in his lavour as arc 
ctiumcmtcfl by the anthor. The privilege nf wearing 
leallitrr hoot^i when treading on llie carpet {which forms 
the usuaf and often the table-cloih, of Mis Persian 
Majesty was a point not insified on by ilse Briti;^h 
Minbiler^ when he found that die King himself took 
his shex^ whenever His Majctly came upon iJic carpet ; 
for His Exeetlency ooiiAidered that it was but fair and 
reasmublc to tohe off the dirty boors or In which 
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At eleven o^clock in the tnornixig we were 
summonei:! to t[ie aiidienee-tcnti to receive 

the members of the Enihiissy haU cither been ruling or 
walking to the audience^ and to chnngr ibcm for othm 
of clean scarlet cloEh i and hCf therefore, readily eon- 
ibrnied to a regulation foundctl on ideas of cleanlinefm 
and coiivenienccp not memit m the exaction of a de^ 
grading mark of resipect. 

This imjionant point of wearing leather booU* 
triumplinntJj d^cll upon by die eudior^ end which^ per-- 
ha[jfl| moat of oor readers may consider ns one more 
** Imtuimred -in the brcfacK than m the ohserruacc,” was^ 
however^ attended widi njj^re^li-'^sgrcenhle results to the 
gcntlomoti of the Itiifslan Embassy than they Imre 
thouglil proper to notice* For inElniicei when Mlrza- 
Jeifi invited the Russian Secretary of Embassy, with the 
aides-de^omp and attaches to dinner, mid die English 
gentleaicn to meet tl>om, ihc Rnssinnf, Iwing all boot^^ 
w^ere not allowed to come upon the carpet on which 
the Prime Minister wmi^itting; nnd^ coii5i«|UcntIy:r diey 
did not enter witliia the inner walls of tiie tent, hot 
sat on ehaifs ottO^ide^ whilst our countrj^merii with clodi 
boots oti, were seated close to the Prin>c Mini-iter, on 
his curpct* 

With r^pect to dresses of bonaof* it is certain thot 
His BriiBiintc Moje*ly*s late AmbnsHtdor, neither at hli 
first nodicnce^ nor on taking leave, nor in the very 
frequent intervlewi which he had with the Kibg of 
Persia on businesi, ever wore any other dress than the 
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the presents. They were carried in 

slow procession ironi the jialace^ Several oi 


Windsor uniform ? and it h cqunliii: corLain, that i^hciy- 
over he received Hii Excel lie waioil liittJf Lns 
been already ncfticedi in a chair^ if lie hinisclF on 
tlie dirone of btatc; or on a t:ar\tcl near hinit if His 
Majenly happened to be so ^caleil. 

In II preecding stated liy the nuthor^ ihal 

when the King niubde Ills entrance into Saltanio^ His 
MajAMy bail wciconied fcomc geniiemcn of the Russian 
Emba^y by rising in bU stirrupi^ and exclainung KgsA* 
ktidi : and this h styled by the author an honour whkb 
die King hftd never before eonfeffeil upon iiny other 
per^n. ]t must iiotj kotrcvcri bo eomcenled from the 
reader, tiiat die expre^on alliided to Is nothing more 
than the common mode of salutatiDn pf the Sovereign of 
Persia to aii bia isubjects^ 

Buij as has been already observed, the Persians very 
probably refireventetl to tbe raembers: of the Embns^^ 
that every mark of distinction shown to the Russian 
gentlejncn was exclusively grnntidi to thcnii although diey 
would eqtinlly have endeavoured to convince the English■ 
or the French had they been there, dsat thej were 
Bevemlly honoured with the highest marks of respect 
eret bestowed; and it may^ thereforCi be fairly iiifcrredi 
that die narrative conveys, with iitmfif die cadmale 
which the Hussiani formed of dicir rccepiion, mid with 
which H was the interest of the Persians to uupress 
them. — TrmalitUn^ 
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tlie principal Clians led the way, followed 
by a number of men carrying on their 
heads the trays containing the presents, 
which were covered with wliite cloths. 

The people bowed respect fill ly* as they 
do to every thing that comes irom tho 
King. Some gentlemen of the Embassy 
advanced to receive the procession, und 
upon reaching the tent the trays were set 
down. 

One of the Chans informed the Ambas- 
sador that the King sent tliese presents to 
the whole mission, as tokens of his regard, 
and in remembrance of Persia. On each 
present lay a ticket, containing a description 
of the article, and the name of the person 
for whom it was intended. 

Besides several costly presents, the Am¬ 
bassador received the decoration of the first 
class of the Order of the Sun and lion, 
several of us that of the second class, and 
some of the third. 

The presents were very trifting; for, with 
the eKCcption of the two Councillors of* the 
X 2 
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Knibassy, each gentleman received only a 
shawl and two pieces of stufl^ The shawls 
were mostly in holes, and patched. Indeed 
it would be very desirable- tli-it tlie King 
should know liow shameful ly he is deceived, 
on these occasions, by his officers who are 
in the habit of substituting in lieu of His 
Majesty’s gifts, otlier articles of inferior 
value- Thus, a shawl is changed five or 
six times, in passing from hand to hand, 
before it reaches the person for whom it 
was intended by tlie King! 

At five o'clock in the afternoon we pro¬ 
ceeded, in the order that has already been 
described, to the audience of leave The 
place and the fonns of introduction were 
the same as at our first presentation. The 
King was extremely gracious, and, with his 
usual condescension, assured us that we had 
all won his afibetion, and by our conduct 
ac(]uired the regard of his people; anti that 
he had himself, from the moment of our 
arrival, been foremost to form a very difibr- 
ent opinion of tlie Russians. I have not 
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known you titiLil now, my dear neighbours," 
he exclaimed several times. 

The Ambassador said that each of us was 
profoundly impressed with His Majesty's 
goodness, and that a reception so gracious 
from so great a monarch woiikl ibr ever 
remain engraven on our grateful hearts. 
“ Such is my wish,” exclaimed the King, 
“ we are now friends for ever. As you are 
the first who liave given me. ao much saiis- 
laction, and^ yoiciwv^e performed a painful 
journey to come to me, 1 pray that my great 
friend, your Emperor,, may reward you all. 
Thou,” addressing the Ambassador, “ hast 
particularly pleased ,me, and I beg thee to 
send me a couple of lustres from St. 1‘eters- 
hiirgh; ik them be large, and of the finest 
cut glass,” 

With his own hands he presented to the 
Ambassador a letter for the Emperor; and 
in adding the solemn assurance of his sin¬ 
cere frientlship, he appeared to he aflected. 
His Exceilency was also overcome by his 
feelings, and King observed repeatedly 
X 5 
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to his Prime Minister, that ** the Ambas¬ 
sador must have a good heart.” 

A pause ensued, during winch His Ma¬ 
jesty appeared to struggle with his feelings, 
and he said at last, I cannot bear to say 
farewell.” The Ambassador then took his 
leave, the King exclaiming several times. 

Koshkildi! Koshamedi!” and continuing 
to follow US with looks of benevolence and 
affability until we had passed the man with 
the silver stick. 

TJie Adjutunt-Gcnera] inimediately came 
nfler us, and acquainted the Ambassadot 
Jhat it was customary, on such occasions, to 
ask a favour from liie King, upon which 
His Excellency requested the promotion 
of' Najar-Alibek and of Mamat-Alibek to 
the rank of Chans, His Majesty returned 
for answer, that he never should have pro¬ 
moted Mamat, but that he could deny no¬ 
thing to His Excellency. 

Oil the following morning the two Chans 
came to pay their respects to the Ambas¬ 
sador. The lbrme|' had fully deserved his 
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new honotirji by his exemplary conduct; 
but they were principally solicited for the 
latter, because when he was at St* Peters- 
burgh he hail heeii honoured with parti¬ 
cular notice by tlie Emperor* 

Of the King 1 shall only now say that we 
have fully convinced ourselves that he is 
the most amiable, mid the most discreet 
mail of bis nation j and it is, therefore, not 
a matter of wonder that lie should have 
reigneil twenty yea^,iii Pereia- 

We received with the insignia of the 
Order, warrants or firmaims, all wordetl 
alike (with the exception of the Ambas¬ 
sador’s), and written by the Minister Avdul- 
NTehab, who, it seems, has the principal 
management of all writings connectwl with 
die business of die SUte* This is the 
gentleman with whom, it may be recot- 
lectetl, dint I hud some discourse relative 
to astronomy ; he continued to the last 
moment of our intercourse to solicit me to 
write a book, in two volumes, on the stars j 
nor would he Ijc satisfied unless he had in- 
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serted in mj firmaiin some suitable allusion 
to astronomy. I subjoin a translation ot' 
tills precious document, begging to offer 
my coiigratiilationa to those who can under¬ 
stand it. 

" In the name of the Holy God! 


In this seal there is written: 



t.sTli " Power of Providence, the Seal 


^ of the State, of this century, in the 
reign of the Shah Fet-AU," 

“ The State resembles the Divine nature j 
it orders as ibllows : — 

“ From the day that the Architect of 
Providence made visible the position and 
the firm ground of the State, and finished, 
with a profound* sketch, the plan of the 
house for the Stale, upon the chart of his 
will, and that his firmness had raised into 
infinity the first of the straight pillars, while 
lie fixed the rule of onr eternal happiness, 
and drew also the immeasurable lines of bis 
consistency, and by sending dovvn the rays 
of his Almighty power, appeared in great 
splendour. Now our direct intention and 
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will is to unite ourself with all Sutes, m 
order to establish still niore strongly the 
foimdation of our own j the splendour of this 
perception proceeds from the Luminary of 
the undertakings ol the Shah 1 

« At this happy epoch, when the Russian 
Empire stands ibrtuiiatcly in harmony and 
union with our happy and well-preserved 
State, and when the Stars of the two great 
States are also in alliance, as well as our 
friendship and tried sjiLue«ty,--wc have, in 

ihe centnr or oiiF well-inclined heart, de¬ 
termined that every one who stays under 
the shade of this eternui State, and who, 

with persevering exertion, ascends the steps 

of zeal in both States, and who diUgently 
pursues the road of service m both States, 

shall he promoted to further honours, and 

be dignifietl by the grant ot an act of our 
.racibus benevolence j and fron. the motion 
of our Sovereign Grace, we do convey ^o 
him our wishes for his further honoiwable 
distinction. The supplement and the con¬ 
tents of the foregoing is. that when the 
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Hlgh'^TUIedt High-Standi tig, the Most U- 
liistrious from his Station, the Most Wise, 
the Constant, the A! 1-penetrating, the lirave, 
the Confidant of tlie Imperial Court, He 
wiio is honoured with Alexander s orders 
and favour, and ornamented with ribbands 
of glory and power, the JLeader of troops to 
hotiotir, Lietitenant-General Jermoluff, the 
great Commander in Chief and Ambassador 
of the famous Russian State, whose under- 
standing rivals .rupiter, and whose thoughts 
equid Mercury, — arrived at our just Court, 
by reciprocal desire, we have enlarged the 
Itonour and glory of all tliose who belonged 
to his suite, by conferring upon tliem the 
appropriate order; to their number belongs, 
the High-Rraised, the High-Standing, the 
Wise, the particularly Wise Selection of 
illustrious Christendom, Captain Kotzebue, 
Architect, who, like a Circle in the Service 
of botfi high States, holds the head of 
obedience on the eartji of Submission; and 
who, in the basis of friendship of both 
eternal States, as it were like a point, w'dl 
never place his foot out of the line of zeal; 
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_and whose actions, from the namberfi 

and tables,‘appear fi 

of service, as the revelation oi his secrets 
through talents, places flags in the measured 
parts of Science, and of tire System of the 
World; the Trabant* of hU imagination 
goes round the World, and the Star of his 
fldelity rises up the footsteps of performed 
Services into the higher regions. Where¬ 
fore we will to distinguish him with greater 
honour, by confermig.upon liim the Order of 
the Sun ahd~CioTi, with diamonds, which 
insignia distinguish faithful servants in 
PerSa, in order that he may diligently ap¬ 
ply himself to the sen^ice of both Sta^, 
and manifest still greater zeal in cementing 

their friendly agreement. ^ . 

« It is hereby ordered, tliat the high- 
pnusBl, eetgemed, ai>cl h.ppy Wmlists of 
my blended Omiiccry, do register and no- 
Voowledge the grant of this order. 

“ Written in the month Nivala, 123d 

t^anri.” 


- Captain KousHaue biDUwU- 
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The original is undersigned by the 
ministers^ Mirza Jeflii, Avdiil-Vehabj Firi- 
duti, Muhanicd-Husscin, ]Mutiamed>Seki, 
Meria, Sin ul' Abedi na, Jasd u ULaol la', JVf u ssa- 
ibni-Kiagina, Nisamud-Dewle» Mersuma.* 
Translated from the Feialan into the 
Russian language by the Councillor of the 
Embassyt the Councillor of State and 
Knight Negri. 


The last days of our stay at Sdtanie were 
spent in reciprocal visits among the minis¬ 
ters, who all assured the Ambassador that 
the King, as well as they themselves, had 
been so much captivated by His Excel¬ 
lency, that they were truly grieved to part 
from him* The Prime Minister is even 
said to have found a tear to guarantee the 

• Th(3c DflaJM are printed na they are by the 

Author, although it is Apprehended that some of (hem 
flne inacciiniiely *pck, •— Tran^fatar. 


JOUBNEV TO I‘KKSIA. 


317 


expression of his sorrow, notwithstjnicUng 
that,' acconltng to report, the expensive 
lionoiir of maintaining the Russian Knibassy, 
during the whole of its stay at Sulteoie, had 
been committed by the King to his charge^ 
But he is said to be the most opulent of the 
ministers. 

When the King observ es any of his sub¬ 
jects becoming too rich, in opposition to 
his royal will and pleasure, he has recourse 
to a very amiable expedientr in order to Tti' 

anti be^^y- 

It consists in sending him daily a dish from 
his kitchen ; an honour, in return for which 
the High Treasurer would not be satisfied 
with a less fee than one thousand ducats. 
Should this proceeding Iw continued several 
weeks, it is natural that it must entail 
poverty upon the wealthiest individual. 
But if the King be decidetUy bent upon the 
absolute ruin of the person, he fixes on a day 
on which he dines with him; an honourable 
distinction, which retluccs abwlutely to beg¬ 
gary the person on whom it is bestowed. 
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There was not any change in the weather 
during our Tesidence at Sultanie. A re¬ 
markably ^'iolent wind raged regularly irora 
morning until evening. But the night? 
were still very cold; indeed the thermome¬ 
ter was frequently at the Ireezing point. 
The heat, during the day, was on the average 
at 19* Reaiimur. In the afternoon of the 
14th of August, there fell a strong shower 
of hatl-stones, as large as nuts. It lasted 
above a quarter of on hour, and made the 
whole horizon white. TTiis occurrefTCe?and 
the general coldness of the nights in this 
latitude! plainly show that Sultanie must 
lie considerably above the level of the sea. 
The winter, also, is said to be of some du¬ 
ration. There is a striking difierence be¬ 
tween the climate here and that of Sama- 
narchie, although the latter la at a distance 
of only twelve wersts, and in a northern 
direction. 

Or that account, poisonous animals are 
less dangerous here. Two of our party 
were stung by scorpions, but they experi- 
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eoced no further inconvenience than a 
slight swelling, which hood subsided. 

A musician died here of apoplexy j and 
tlius we have altogether lost lour men. 

Upon tlie whole, the climate ot Sultanie 
must be very healthy} not one ol us was at¬ 
tacked by lever, and some who had brought 
it with them, even recovered from it. But 
the dust, wiiidi incessantly penetrates every 
where, and through every thing, is insul- 
idrable. 

On theji^th August, the Embassy- 
left their encampment at buUanie, and 
reached the town of Sangan on the same 
evening. We stopped there the following 
day, to celebrate the anniversary of Saint 
Alexander} we had music and illumina¬ 
tions on this occasion, and the people were 
the more willing to participate in our de¬ 
monstrations of joy , as they were informed 
that the King had given us a particularly 
gracious reception, and dmt permanent re¬ 
lations of amity had been cstablisheil with 
the Emperor. 
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On the 9th of September wc arrived at 
Taiiris. The military governor and the 
English, among whom were iVir, AVillock 
and Dr. Campbell, who had left Sultauie 
before us, came to meet the Embassy. 

The Ambassador liad still many points 
to settle here, connected with the boundary 
of both countries^ and our stay was pro¬ 
tracted eleven days. 

Wc led sudi a pleasant life with the ex¬ 
cel! eiit En^sH^ that ive often forgot that 
we were in l^ersia. Mr. CampbcLI hod once 
the civility to assure me, that one seldom 
met with an Embassy composed generally 
of so many agreeable and well-informed 
people as our's was; but we can, on the 
otlier hand, without flattery, assure that 
gentleman, that we never had the satisfac¬ 
tion to meet with so many pleasant and 
sociable Englishmen as we found at Tauris. 
It is, indeed, seldom that small communi¬ 
ties of men, when placed at a distance from 
their native country, continue to be influ¬ 
enced by the prejudices and the reserve of 
polished society. 
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On the 15th of September, we cele¬ 
brated, in company with the English, the 
anniversary of the coronation of the Em¬ 
peror, on which occasion Abbas-Miraa bad 
the civility to send us fireworks. 

On the day preceding our departure, the 
Prince sent a shawl to each of us; and to 
Colonel Jernioloff, the Amt^sador s cousin, 
he presented a ring, which he took from lii* 
own liand. 

Wlien the Ambass^r offijred to Ahb^ 

were a service of porcelain, diamond 
plumes, SiC. he merely selected a superb 
gun and a sabre, saying: ”'rhis belongs to 
me, tlie rest is too hmidsome tor me, and 

belongs to the King.” 

IVe left Tauris on the 20th of Septem¬ 
ber, witli most favourable weather, the heat 
being moderate and the sky serene. 

On Uie 24tli of September we passed the 
Araxes, and although the straight road to 
Nakatsihevati does not lead along the river, 
several of the party determined to proceed 
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by that way, in order to visit the ruins ot' 
tile ancient city of Julfa, and we acconv 
plishcd our object without the knowledge 
or observation of the Persians. Some re¬ 
mains of a bridge, a small tower, and a ceme¬ 
tery of immense extent, are tlie only objects 
to be seen. The river winds romantically 
round the niins, througli cbasms of stu¬ 
pendous rocks. A small Armenian village 
lies in lonely solitude amidst this grey 
wreck of fliiltfpiity^ its inhabitants re¬ 
ceived us with joy, ii>r it seldom falls to 
their lot to see n Christian. They heavily 
complained of the oppressive treatment of 
the government. “ We are not the only 
Christians," they said, “ who fly for pro¬ 
tection, as it were, into the bosom of na¬ 
ture:' the river pursues its course through 
the rocks into still more frightful recesses, 
where pious Christians, like us, suffer pa¬ 
tiently, and, like iis, hope for deliverance." 

As it would not lake us much out of our 
-way, we resolved to follow the course of 
the Araxes, until within a short distance of 
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Nakatshevan, where it flows over a level 
ground. A small footpath led us along the 
steep banks of the streani» wliicli rose gra^ 
dually, and arched over ns so that we were 
shut out from the sun, and had before us a 
complete representation of the scenery ol 
Dariella in tlie Caucasus. We saw a miser- 
id)le village on the other side of tlie rivtr, 
but the rapidity of the torrent would not 
admit of our crossing it. Tlie inhabitants 
welcomed us withsignj^-ot'joy, and when 
we lati^-dwrfnrTeinain^ by the side of Uie 
river gating at us with looks of sorrow. 

Our guide assured us that a convent lay 
on the other side of a high rock, accessible 
only to those who knew’ the path, anti w’ere 
very dexterous in climbing. The scenery 
continued to iucrease in horror; and we 
were frequently obliged to dismount, in 
order to spring over dark cha.sms in the 
rocks. On a sudden turn of the river we 
were surprised to see a pretty convent, close 
to a small village. 

The inhabitants, who probably at first 
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considered us to be Persians, ran about in 
contusion; but when, after their first dis¬ 
trust, they discovered that we were Chris¬ 
tians, they all advanced towards us, headed 
by a venerable ecdesiiistic, who welcomed 
m witli tears starting trom his eyes. 
The bells began ringing, and the whole party 
proceeded to the church, where prayers 
were said, and re-echoed by the whole con- 
gregatiOB^who melted into tears. 

After the concTuflloti of divine service, 
we posted ourselves on tlie green, nn'H^aeh 
villager brought Ids best late, anxious to 
share it with a Christian. The priest had, 
as usual, tlie best wine. At last we rose 
and departed from these good people, to 
whom we recommended as much patience, 
and offered ss' much consolation as we 
could suggest. 

They continued long to. look after us, 
until we ascended a hill, from which the 
country runs flat to Nakatslievaji, and at the 
foot ot which lies the fort of Bessarabas. 
We then lost sight of the convent, and 
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reached out quarters for the night, well 
pleased with our excursion. 

This suffering little community of Chris~ 
tians, which has fled for security to the 
banks of the Araxes, subsists by fishing and 
the breeding of cattle. The latter is driven 
about among steep rocks, in places where 1 
never could have supposed that a man could 
make his way, much leas an unwieldy ox. 

It is siivgular enough that the bai>ks of 
the Araxes, which 3 ii.p«iy where so level, 
^iioui(HtirTnTiere^ granitic hollow. 

On the 29th of September, the Embassy 
reached Erivan, where tents had been 
pitched for its reception, in the Sardaris 
garden, on the banks of the river. 

The Sardar himself was at Tauris. We 

found in his summer-house, round the basin, 

an immense variety of fruit, which was very 
refreshing in this sultry weather. His house 
stood on tlie opposite side of the river, and 
close to our camp ^ and it was, therefore, no 
wonder that his women, of whom there were 
sixty, should have gratified their curiosity by 
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looking Bt US from the windowB. We aJso 
did our best to look, and we saw many a 
pretty prisoner’s face gazing with looks 
of sorrow. Some of them were liressed 
with taste. This curious scone had lasted 
several hours, when an eunuch came to 
our camp, for tlic absurd purpose of pro¬ 
hibiting us from looking at the ladies; but 
on perceiving that he was only laughed 
at, hew«nt ^'ay, and we soon alterwards 
saw him cudgeltTH^ the poor women unmer¬ 
cifully. They all disa[)peuretl, excc^onor 
who must either have been the fa^'otirite, or 
endowed with great strength, lor she wrested 
the stick out of the eunuch's hands, and 
gave him a good beating. She then threw 
the stick out of the window, and continued 
sitting there a quarter of an hour, ailer 
which she rose and went away. Every 
shutter was then closed, and there was an 
end of the diversion. 

On the 2d of October, we reached the 
frontier of our country, amidst loud ex- 
clamatiojia of joy. We found a body of 
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Cossacks, and a company oi' grenadiers to¬ 
gether with a field-piece, ready to receive 
us, and the I’eraian escort were d“™“« 
with linndsoroe presents. Najar-^i ^ - 
Clion, who had been promoted to Ujat dtg- 
nitv at tl.e request of tho Ambassador, ro- 
niaioed with us a tew days longer, because 

she Ambassador and all the 

reission had become mud, altadted to hm . 
He was greatly affected on parting from u , 

u„d His Eacellencj®:^ him 

same With a box orna- 

-!Sd^' dinmonds, accompanied by a 
document, sUting that it was pn,^ed to 
him by the whole mission as a tohen of 
remembranca, on nccouot of his excellent 

'°Thc Embnssy renclicd Tiflis on the 10th 
of October, being the anuiversnry of die 
day on which it hnd arrived ih^ last yew. 

All the companions of my journey mil, 

1 am convinced, henrtily join in the public 
expression of thanks which wc cmc to our 

chief Helasbdmvedwithfnendlyindul- 
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gence to us and in a brotherly manner 
shared with us many ^ hour of hardship. 
His conduct does iionour to his heart. He 
has cemented us together by ties of inti¬ 
macy* which we found it painful to break 
on separating at Tifiis. 



fViowd bf Sinhili ind ^dCtifWDwk^ 
Lo ti don. 
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